Concert Choir2 2009-2010
Ms. Benefield

Rm 276

Welcome to Concert Choir. In this class, you will be able to further explore and develop your vocal technique, music reading skills, knowledge of music theory and history as well as stage presence and performance skills.
Materials

For this class, you will need to have:
· Black closed-toe dress shoes and black socks/hosiery for performance
· A uniform for performances will be provided to you once you have paid your lab fee of $35. The lab fee can be paid directly to the student finance office (please provide me with a receipt upon payment).
· A spiral bound single subject notebook to use as a “journal”

Grading requirements for this class

Students who participate in Choir at Carson High School will be graded in the following areas:

· Daily participation (20%) Students must arrive on time and ready to work each day for class, must participate to the best of their ability with energy and enthusiasm, listen to student leaders and the teacher when given instructions and respond with respect.

· Daily Journaling (15%) Students will be asked to write in their journals each day for the first 10 minutes of class.  Journals will include daily vocabulary, class objective and a free response to a question on the board.  Journals will be collected for grading twice a month on whatever Friday you have class!
· Participation in Concert Performances (40%)   Concert Choir is the top performance ensemble at CHS, and as such, students will be required to perform in an evening concert TWICE per semester as well as various community and school functions, competitions and festivals. Ms. Benefield reserves the right to without the opportunity for students to perform based on poor rehearsal attendance or due to students not knowing the performance material. If it is for EXCUSED reasons that you are pulled from performance, you may be given an alternate assignment. If it is for UNEXCUSED reasons, you will receive a zero with no make up for this portion of your grade. It is also YOUR responsibility to ensure that you are making passing grades in all your classes so that your grades aren’t preventing you from the extra-curricular component of this class.
· Quizzes and Homework (12.5%) Students will be given homework assignments and quizzes over vocabulary, history or theory material covered in class.

· Final Exam (12.5%) The final exam will be in written form. Students will be allowed to use their daily journals in an “open book” format, so take GOOD NOTES!!
Vocal Music Calendar for 2009-2010
September

11th- Concert Choir performs Faure’s Requiem with Toccata Orchestra

12th- Capitol Stars performance at Governor’s Mansion

16th- Open House performance (all Choir students sing National Anthem)

19th- Oktoberfest performance (Chamber Singers)
October

19th- Fall Concert (All Choir and Capitol Stars)

20th- Fall Concert (All Musical Theater)

November

TBA- CHS Craft Fair performances and working booth for fundraising
24th- Honor Choir auditions (all students required to learn it!)

December

7th- Winter Concert (All Choir and Capitol Stars)

8th - Winter Concert (All Musical Theater)

22nd- Concert Choir performs Handel’s Messiah with Toccata Orchestra

January

18th-22nd - NMEA All State Choir auditions

TBA- Advanced Musical Theater to San Francisco Competition
February 

6th- NZNMEA Local Solo and Ensemble

TBA- NMEA Regional Solo and Ensemble

10th - NZNMEA Honor Choir pre-rehearsal

17-18th - UNR Choral Festival

23-24th- NZNMEA Honor Choir

March

5-6th- Concert Choir presents “A Zany Little Thing Called Love” (Madrigal Dinner)

TBA- NZNMEA HS Choir Festival

TBA- Spring Musical Theater Concert

April 

5-11th -Hawaii/Spring Break (Concert Choir)
14-18th - NMEA All State Conference, Las Vegas
May

TBA- Spring Concert (Choirs)

TBA- Baccalaureate

