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COURSE EXPECTATIONS
I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

This one-year course is for the college-bound student who desires a more rigorous course of study.  Students will develop a more in-depth study of the concept of numbers from arithmetic to trigonometric and circular functions.  Formal abstraction will enable students to understand and analyze data in many occupational and academic fields.  Emphasis is placed on proof of mathematical and trigonometric assertions.  The use of current technology, including graphing calculators and computer software, is an integral part of this course.  This course will fulfill one of the mathematics credits required for graduation.

II. PREREQUISITES
1. A grade of A, B, or C in Algebra I H or Teacher Recommendation 

III. COURSE OUTCOMES

  1.    To understand the field properties of the complex number system and their uses in simplifying    

         expressions and solving open sentences.

  2.   To solve real-world problems using algebraic techniques involving equations and inequalities.

  3.   To prove and validate algebraic and mathematical assertions using field properties and/or 
         trigonometric techniques.

  4.   To develop different methods for solving systems of quadratic equations and inequalities.  

  5.   To solve real-life problems involving absolute value, exponential, logarithmic, circular, and 
         trigonometric functions.

  6.   To solve problems using linear programming and their application to limits.

  7.   To investigate finite and infinite sequences and series.

  8.   To explore a variety of relations through graphing parametric changes.

  9.   To structure solutions of real-life problems using matrices, transformations, and coordinates.  

10.  To interpret and predict events through data organization, counting principles, and algebraic 
        functions.

11.  To investigate the connections among trigonometric functions and polar coordinates, complex 
        numbers and series.

12.  To investigate higher-degree polynomial functions and transformations on trigonometric functions 
        thus extending the problem-solving techniques using current technology.

13.  To reason and communicate mathematically in order to apply learned concepts to new problem-
        solving situations.

14.  To increase confidence in mathematical abilities so that one is encouraged to continue in higher-
        level mathematics classes.

IV. COURSE OUTLINE

1.
Solving & Graphing Linear Equations & Inequalities

3 weeks

2.
Solving, Graphing, and Analyzing Functions

6 weeks


3.
Polynomials & Polynomial Functions


3 weeks


4.
Rational Functions & Conics



3 weeks

5.
Exponential & Logarithmic Functions


3 weeks   End of Semester 1

6.
Systems of Linear Equations & Inequalities

3 weeks  


7.
Matrices & Determinants




3 weeks




8.
Sequences, Series, and Probability


3 weeks 


9.
Trigonometric Functions




3 weeks


10.
Trigonometric Identities




3 weeks


11.
Vectors






5 weeks



***Available time will also be utilized for Nevada Proficiency Review and final exam review.

V.  MATERIALS
A.   Individually Assigned Text - Each student will receive a copy of ALGEBRA AND TRIGONOMETRY. (Houghton Mifflin)   The student will be responsible for the care of this book for the entire school year.  Please keep the book covered.  If the book is lost or stolen, the approximate replacement cost is $90.00.  The student will not be issued another book until the lost book has been paid for.  The student will pay a portion of the total cost if the book needs repair.
B.  Notebook:     A notebook is required and should be divided into sections labeled warm-ups/closings, notes (Cornell required) and handouts .  
C.  Calculator:  Graphing calculator (preferably TI-84) is required.  Some calculators are available for in class work only.  Assignments will include calculator based problems.  Internet based calculators will 

suffice.

D.  Other:  Pencil and Paper for daily work.  Graph paper is preferred but not required, unless graphing. Graphs must be on graph paper.
VI. GRADING PROCEDURE:
Standards Based Grading

The Clark County School District specifies the K-12 curriculum as the basis for instruction in all schools.  The Course Scope and Goals and Syllabi for Grades 6-12 include the Nevada Content Standards that outline essential student learning standards for each grade level and core course.  These documents are used by the classroom teacher as the curricular scope for planning, delivering instruction, and for monitoring student learning and progress.  

A.  Evaluation
· Criteria for Arriving at Student Grades:


Term Grades:




Semester Grades:


Assignments - 20%



Term 1/3 grade  -40%


Tests/Quizzes 80%



Term 2/4 grade - 40%








Semester Exam - 20%
· Explanation of Student Grades:


A

90% - 100%
Excellent


B

80% - 89%
Above Average


C

70% - 79%
Average


D

60% - 69%
Below Average


F

Below 60%
Failing


IN

Incomplete

NG

No Grade
· Parents can monitor grades via Parent-link.  Grades will be uploaded weekly.    It is your responsibility to check your grade, look for missing assignments, and check for errors.  If you do not notify me, I will assume that you agree with the posted grade.

· Citizenship grades are given quarterly and are subjective.  This grade is based on my evaluation of you as a cooperative, contributing member of this class.  Things considered are attitude, attention, punctuality, courtesy, behavior, participation, and preparation.  Although assignment grades are not considered in this category, timeliness is.  A student who continually turns his/her work in late will find his/her citizenship grade is impacted by their procrastination.  Turning work in on time is part of being prepared for class.  


1.    U
Indicates serious or habitual behavior problems in the classroom.  More 


than 6 unexcused absences and/or 3 tardies will merit a “U” in 

citizenship.  Lack of preparedness, or participation, on more than 5 days will also merit a “U” in citizenship

2.    N
Indicates behavior needs improvement.  2 tardies and/or 3 unexcused


absences will merit an “N” in citizenship.  Lack of preparedness, or 


participation, on more than 3 days will also merit an “N” in citizenship.

VI. GRADING PROCEDURE:  (cont)

· Citizenship: (cont)

3.    S
Indicates student generally complied with efforts to facilitate a proper 

learning environment and is prepared daily with only rare exceptions.

4.    O
Indicates student went above expected behavior through helpfulness, 

appropriate interactions, and met expected levels of preparedness and participation.  No discipline warnings.


  
B.  Assignments

Homework will be assigned daily and collected at the start of class.   Each assignment must be completed on graph paper and have the student’s name, the date, and assignment (page numbers and problems) in the upper right hand corner of the page or it will not be accepted.   The assignments will receive a score of 0 to 5 depending on the amount of the assignment completed and accuracy.  Assignments are spot checked for accuracy (generally 5 problems are “checked”).  All work must be shown to receive credit.  

***it is possible to receive a passing grade in the category of homework/assignments and to fail the class.  
C.  Assessments:  Quizzes, announced and unannounced, will occur.  Make sure to keep up on the material and assignments. Exams are given at the end of every unit and are announced. 

VII.  Attendance/Make-up Policy

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the make-up work with-in the 3-day time 

frame set out by CCSD.  You are also responsible for obtaining notes for the days that you are absent.  Work submitted outside of the CCSD policy may not be accepted and will be severely penalized if it is accepted.  No make-up work will be accepted for a unit after the exam has been given for that unit.  If you miss a unit exam or quiz, you need to be prepared to take it on the next class day.  If you are also absent this day, you must come in at the time designated for an after school make-up.  Only in an extraordinary situation will you be allowed to arrange another after school make-up time.  Morning make-ups are not an option.  You will have until the next unit test to make up a exam/quiz.

VIII. HOURS OF AVAILABILITY:

I am available for extra help outside class.  I will be in my room prior to school for you to ask a quick question. If you need extensive help, please make an appointment for before or after school.  You may make prior arrangements with me in order to prevent scheduling conflicts.  Be advised that there are times when contractual duties are scheduled after school with little notice.  The best way to contact me is through e-mail.
IX. ACHIEVING SUCCESS:
To achieve success in this class, good attendance is necessary.  It is also necessary to study, and that does not mean just doing your assignment. Please do not hesitate to come by for help.  You are responsible for your learning, take the initiative.  Don’t wait until the end of unit to ask questions, when it is too late!!!  I shall do everything possible to help you learn, however, you will be expected to work in a conscientious manner and to give your full attention to the instruction.  

X.  CLASSROOM RULES: MUTUAL COURTESY/MUTUAL RESPECT:

Your classmates have the right to learn, and I have a right to teach; therefore anything done to interfere with this process will be considered a discipline problem.

1. Respect others and their property

2. Be in assigned seat before the tardy bell rings, and remain there unless otherwise instructed.

3. Remain on task at all times

4. Bring required materials every day

5. Refrain from yelling and/or using obscene language.


All Palo Verde High School rules apply in this classroom.

X.  CLASSROOM RULES: MUTUAL COURTESY/MUTUAL RESPECT:


Assertive Discipline Plan:

When the rules are not followed the consequences, in order, are as follows: 

(1) Warning


 (2) student/teacher conference

 (3) Parent phone


 (3) Counselor referral (as appropriate)

 (4) Referral to the dean.

XI. CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:

A. Timeliness is expected!!!  Tardiness is considered a discipline issue and the progressive discipline plan will be utilized.    Your citizenship grade may be affected and privileges may be taken away if you are late to this class more than twice.  If you are tardy to class, no hall passes will be issued.

B. Water in a spill proof container is the only food or drink allowed in class.

C. When you are given the opportunity to work on your assignments, use your time wisely to complete work or to get any help you may need.  

D. Hall/nurses passes will be written sparingly.  If you need to request a pass, please be respectful of the educational process and wait until there is a break in the activity.  Hall passes will not be issued the first or last 10 minutes of class.  Passes are a privilege, not a right.   If the use of the pass is abused, your right to this privilege will be taken away.  

XII. SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY:

If there is evidence of any dishonesty (i.e. copying from other students papers during any assignment and/or exam, use of a textbook during an exam, talking during an exam, or using unauthorized materials during an exam), the student will not receive credit for the assignment and may receive a deans referral.  Students who turn in shared work as their own will also receive no credit.  The policy is also enforced upon the student who allowed the scholastic dishonesty.
Algebra II/Trig H/Caughron




Period  ____________

I have read and understand the course Expectations for Algebra II/Trig.  I accept responsibility for the information contained therein.  I understand that these expectations are in addition to any Palo Verde or CCSD policies.

_______________________________
_________________________________

Student Printed Name




Student Signature

_______________________________
_________________________________

Parent/Guardian Printed Name


Parent/Guardian Signature

_______________________________
_________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number (Day)

Parent/Guardian E-Mail Address

My student’s math strengths are:

My student could use help with:  

Note:  Returning this signed course expectations sheet will count as a homework assignment.
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