Arlington High School PTSA

General Meeting Minutes

October 19, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm with 16 attendees.

Presidents Welcome

Doreen Sheridan welcomed everyone and introduced our guest speaker, Neil Martin.
Secretary's Report

Copies of the Sept 21, 2011 AHS PTSA Meeting Minutes were distributed and reviewed.   Minutes accepted, all in favor.  None opposed

Treasurer's Report  

Debbie went through the budget.  There was some activity this month with Spiritwear and Membership.  Budget approved.  None opposed
Principal and Administrators Report – Dr. Brendan Lyons, Executive Principal

Dr. Lyons talked about Homecoming week, later this year due to Jewish Holidays.  Dance attendance was down, but all reports were positive. Spirit week going well. Pep Rally on Friday for Jr & Sr.  Homecoming game only for AHS students with ID to prevent issues with other school kids coming in.  Discussion of progress reports and new academic eligibility for athletes.  January regents back on the calendar (Jan 24-27), schedule to come home with report cards
Important Dates:

November 4

end of first marking period

November 8

No school 

November 10

Phantom of the Aqua Marine Biology Program, 5:30 - 8:30 pm, November 11

No school 
November 23-25         Thanksgiving Break

Small Schools Initiatives

Class of 2012  - Hilary Roberto, House Principal
Additional senior picture date added, info will be on website.  Puffbowl coming up, a lot of practice.  Sr Class involved in food drive and is determined to win tailgate party. Still spots open for Senior Day in the City – Rockafellar center, opportunity to enjoy sites and sounds in the city, time for all seniors to be together.  . Disney dates April 26-30, cost $850.  Yearbook order forms available and orders are taken through the spring.
Class of 2013 – Scott Wood, House Principal
Food drive competition good. College planning mtgs in full swing with students, guidance counselor and parents.  HARP is new program – Helping Arlington Reach Potential.  Students go to other schools to build connections. Mr. Arlington talent show – largest fundraiser for jr class, pays for prom.  Friends of Rachel program in place, many juniors and seniors involved, can not reach out to all schools due to limited transportation.
Class of 2014 – Gregory Brown, Assist Principal
Theme is giving back, get to you activities planned, spend time volunteering.  Continuing the giving tree.  Information night held on 10/13, Family Connection ids and pws handed out, can go to Guidance for info you did not attend mtg, handouts avail on website.  On 10/20  the sophomore class will have the opportunity to hear motivational speaker Bobby Petrocelli who will encourage good decision making and inspire students to make positive changes. 
Class of 2015 – Lynne LeFevre, House Principal
Ice cream social held, 50 students attended. Sponsored by link crew, all had fun.  Students are designing tee shirts to compete with other houses.  Freshmen involved in school wide food drive. Students are collecting school supplies and putting together small gift boxes for community members.  Counselors visiting classrooms. Admiral lunches sponsored by small schools.
Committee Reports

MS& T Expo  - nothing to report
The Art Fair    - need someone to do concessions, not difficult.  
Membership  - to date 495 members, 66 faculty/staff.  Students helped with posters
Arlington Council  PTSA  - no report 

Spirit Wear    - sales were good, expected more during sprirtwear week.  $3k less than last year at this time.  Broke even with expenses, now looking at profit
Reflections   - flyers handed ot
Craft Emporium  -- chairperson.  Not many volunteers, discussion to not hold it.  Any other ideas on fundraisers. 

Old Business 
Yellow Dress Program on Dating Violence will be on 12/8/11 and again in May for Juniors and Seniors in Health class.
New Business 
Rachels Challenge –Ryan Shields (president) reported for Friends of Rachel.  Not all grades can currently attend the assembly. Brian requested $2k from PTSA to be able to hold assembly for all grades.  Motion to move $1k from Misc to programs accepted and approved.  None opposed
Announcements

November 17 – Pizzerio Uno family night.  Mention Arlington foundation take out or eat in discount given
Guest Speaker – Neil Martin (Board of Ed member)

13 yr resident.  Has 3 kids, 2 in college, 1 in AHS. All had positive experience.  Great program, very impressed. AHS Top 10 of any HS.  Neil is involved in many committees but never attended a PTA mtg.  His goal is to attend several PTA mtgs to see how each school operates. He encourages everyone to attend a board meeting (2nd or 4th Tues of each month), agenda can be reviewed online.  He thanked the PTSA for everything they do.
  Adjournment
  Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.  

Meeting minutes submitted by Kim Harton AHS PTSA Board Secretary, 2011-2012

Next Meeting:  November 16 at _7pm Room 2326

District Calendar- www.arlingtonschools.org
Each grade level has a link from the school’s webpage. 

The PTSA can also be accessed through the AHS webpage.

