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“Flowers for Algernon “

Study guide questions

ANSWER IN COMPLETE SENTENCES!!!
March 5

1. How old is Charlie Gordon?

2. What do you know about him after reading this first journal entry?

March 6

3. What test does Charlie take?  What does it assume there is a relationship between?

March 7th
4. Who are Drs. Nemur and Strauss?

5. Who is Mrs. Kinnian?

6.  What test does Charlie take today?  What does it ask him to do?

March 8

7. What is Charlie’s IQ?  Is this good or bad?

8. Why do Strauss and Nemur decide to use Charlie?  Who is against the idea, at first?

9. Complete the sentences that Charlie could not when he recorded Nemur and Strauss’s conversation:

a. intelek** superman =_______________________ b. low ment** = _____________________

c. are host** =_______________________ 
d. and uncoop**
= _______________________

e. dull apath** = _____________________ f. an acheve** = _________________________

g. therey of **vity

= ____________________________

h. Its comparat** a tremen** achev**

= ____________________________








______________________________








______________________________

March 19

10.  How does Charlie feel about his operation at this point?  Use details from the journal entry to support your answer.

11. What does it mean to “pull a Charlie Gordon”?

March 28-29

12. What is the TV supposed to help Charlie do?  How does it work?

April 3

13. How do you feel about Frank Reilly and Joe Carp?  Using details from the entries, defend your response.

14. How does Charlie’s relationship with Algernon change?

April 9th
15. How does Charlie demonstrate that he is growing more intelligent in this entry?

April 16-17

16. What does Charlie think he masters the use of?  What punctuation do you still have trouble with?

April 20

17. What does Charlie learn about Joe Carp and Frank Reilly that makes him feel sick inside?

April 21-25

18. Why, in your opinion, is Mrs. Flynn looking funny at Charlie, as if she was scared of him?

19. What does Charlie think will happen when he becomes intelligent?

20. What is a Rorshach test?

21. Why does Charlie get a $25 dollar bonus?

April 27th-May 20th

22. What does Charlie finally work up the courage to do?

23.  What does it mean to “Ride on someone’s coattails”?  How does Strauss try to ride on Nemur’s coattails, according to Nemur?

24. How many people sign the petition to get Charlie to leave Donnegan’s Plastic Box Company?  Who doesn’t sign?

25. Why does Fanny not sign the petition to get Charlie fired from Donnegan’s Plastic Box Company?

26.  Why is “Charlie shocked and “almost annoyed”, at Dr. Strauss?

27.  What happens to the new dishwasher at the corner diner?  Why does Charlie grow so angry at the way people treat the dishwasher?

May 23-June 4th

28.  How has Algernon begun to change?

29. Why do you think that everyone is “pretending that Algernon’s behavior is not necessarily significant” to Charlie?

30. What conclusion does Charlie reach in his letter to Dr. Strauss?

June 5th-July 10th

31. What is the Algernon-Gordon Effect, in your own words?

32. Why does Charlie cry for Algernon, do you think?

33. What book did John Milton write?  How is this title ironic?

(IRONY=an event or result that is the complete opposite of what was desired or expected)

34. One June 22nd, Charlie re-reads the Algernon-Gordon Effect; how does it make him feel?

35. What is the example of simile that Charlie uses to describe his loss of knowledge?

36. Why might Dr. Strauss feel guilty?

37.  What details does Charlie remember about his family?

38.  What key turning point occurs in the journal entry for July 7th?

39. How does Mrs. Flynn feel about Charlie?

July 14th –July 28th

40. What does Charlie write in the entry for July 22nd that shows that he has changed?

41. Why does Charlie refuse to see Miss Kinnian?

42. How do Frank Reilly and Joe Carp show that they have changed and grown from this whole experience?

43. What is the “dumb thing” that Charlie does that demonstrates his decline?

44. What does Charlie decide to do after going back to the adult education class?  How has this whole experience changed him?

45. Who does Charlie blame for becoming “dumb agen”?

46. What do you think Charlie means when he says  ‘It’s easy to make friends when you let people laugh at you.  I’m going to have lots of friends where I go.’?

47.  If you had a chance to change something about you through an operation, what would it be?  Would you still do it, even if it were not a permanent change?
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