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If you are having difficulty recalling facts from the play and our class discussions, you may wish to read the text of the play at:

http://www.william-shakespeare.info/act1-script-text-much-ado-about-nothing.htm

ACT I, Scene I

Character study guide
(Write a brief description of each of the characters next to that character’s name.  The first one is done for you:)
Prince of Aragon-Don Pedro


Prince of Padua-

Prince of Florence-



Niece to Leonato-

Beatrice’s Cousin-



Brother to Don Pedro-

Governor of Messina-


Brother to Leonato-

Hero’s waiting woman-


Beatrice’s waiting woman-

Captain of the watch-


Dogberry’s sidekick-

1. What news does the messenger bring, and to whom does he bring it?

2. How does Beatrice feel about Benedick?

3. What would imagine does Beatrice mean by the lines: “I know you of old…” when she is speaking to herself about Benedick?

4. How does Leonato show that there are no hard feelings between his house and Don John?

5. What does Claudio reveal to Benedick?

6. How does Don Pedro get Benedick to reveal his secret about Claudio?

7. What does don Pedro mean by the line: “In time, even the savage bull doth bear the yoke”?

What is this a metaphor for?

8. How does Don Pedro plan on uniting Claudio and Hero?
Scene III

 (Scene two is omitted from our version)

1. Why does Don John seem so angry?

2. What news does Borachio bring to Don John?  How does he learn this?

3. Who are Don John’s conspirators, and why do you suppose they vow to help him? 
