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Much Ado Writing Assignment

Directions:  Choose one (1) of the writing assignments below.  Assignments should be approximately 200 words long, or should fully accomplish the chosen task.  Papers will be graded on the following:  CONTENT, ELIZABETHAN LANGUAGE, MECHANICS, PRESENTATION and NEATNESS.  The CONTENT will be assessed based on the effort and creativity your assignment manifests.  Your grade will be based on how well you write, and which of the two writing formats you choose.  They are as follows:

LETTER FORMAT: =85% maximum grade
DIALOGUE/PLAY FORMAT=100% maximum grade
The main objective of this assignment is for you to correctly use grammar that is as close to the grammar that would have been used in Shakespeare’s writings.  (Thou, thy, yea, etc.  You may wish to use the back of this assignment to aid you in converting your draft into Elizabethan English.  In addition, use the “Shakespearean Insults” page to assist you in insulting someone, “Shakespearean style” in your writing.

A (not so) Friendly Letter

As Claudio, Don Pedro, or Leonato, write a letter to Don John, Borachio or Conrade that tells how you feel about that character, and reveals what the appropriate punishment will be for that character.  You may wish to be creative and detail a history between these two characters that isn’t necessarily discussed in Much Ado (Use FRIENDLY LETTER format).
Letters form the heart…

Write two letters, one from either Claudio to Hero regarding her disloyalty.  The second letter will be from Hero to Claudio, in defense of her innocence.  You may also write two letters between Beatrice and Benedick, which may reveal their love for each other in their own particular style (use FRIENDLY LETTER format).
Imagine the Scene!

Write a scene where Leonato and Hero confront Margaret and ask her to explain her behavior with Borachio, and Margaret gets to explain herself.  Include the setting and stage direction (3 character minimum~ use SCRIPT/DIALOGUE format).

Borachio’s Nightmare…

Borachio’s conscience is troubled by the part he played in the ruining of Hero’s reputation.  Invent a scene in which all of Borachio’s actions come back to haunt him so that he sees what might have happened had he not boasted his confession to Conrade (and the watch!)(3 characters minimum. Use SCRIPT/DIALOGUE format).
Happy Couples (?)
Surprise!  Rikki or Jerry, Or Maury) travels back in time and gets a rare chance to interview both Claudio and Hero and Beatrice and Benedick five years after the end of the play and the scene where they both get married. How have the couples changed?  Which of the couples is more secure and happy?  Either write a scene where the four characters discuss their relationships with Rikki, or have Rikki do a magazine article interview of the couples (use SCRIPT/DIALOGUE format).
Original Ideas

If you would like to pursue another creative writing idea, please have it approved by Mr. Healy first!

Much Ado about Nothing
Vocabulary Cheat Sheet
In order to complete your writing assignment for Much Ado About Nothing, you must make an attempt at using Shakespearean language.  This sheet will help you understand some of the more common expressions and grammatical rules of Shakespeare’s time.

Anon = Soon, i.e., “get you gone, sir; I’ll talk with you more anon.” All’s Well that Ends Well.

Fain = Gladly, i.e., “ I would fain know what you are talking about.”  Much Ado About Nothing.

Forsooth = In truth, i.e., “Because the King, forsooth, would have it so.” Henry VIII

Below are some other common Shakespearean words and their modern translations.

Hence = Away from here



Henceforth = From this moment on

Hither = Here


Sirrah = Boy, child (usually an 

Whither = Where to?






insult)

Tarry = Wait




By my troth, = Honestly,

Wherefore = Why




Thy = Your, before a consonant

Cousin = A relative or close friend
Thine = Your, before a vowel or alone

You = Formal address of second person ‘you’

Thou = Replaces ‘you’ as SUBJECT of a sentence, and is used informally to friends

Thee = Replaces ‘you’ as OBJECT of a sentence, and is also informal

I.e., “Dost thou (subject) know who speaks to thee (object)?” Midsummer Night’s Dream

Verbs-

To conjugate a verb with thou, add t, st, or est, depending on the verb, i.e., Thou shalt (you will), thou canst (you can), thou art (you are), thou dost (you do), thou knowest (you know).

Shakespeare used both this old style and our modern style, for example, “It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.” Merchant of Venice.

For certain writing assignments, you may wish to use your “Shakespearean Insults” sheet as well.

Finally, there a great number of websites that are available to assist you in coloring your writing with Elizabethan language.  Some of these are:

http://absoluteshakespeare.com/glossary/a.htm
http://utenti.lycos.it/Rocco_Pollina/Shakes.htm
http://www.acepilots.com/bard/ws_word.html
