




Wednesday morning, April 13th, 2011
· You will drop your child off at the tennis courts between 6:00 and 6:30 am.

· Please say your goodbyes before you reach AMS.

· We have a very small window to get the students and their bags in place.
· We will be grouping the bags along the court by bus letter.

· After the each student drops off their bag they will wait for the loading of the buses in the auditorium.

· We will load and board the buses as soon as they are inspected.

· This process MUST be completed quickly so we can leave before the school buses start arriving at 7:15

· If the weather is unsettled you may want to place your child’s bag in a large plastic bag. 

· We will be traveling in any weather.

· Only closing of the roads due to a state or national emergency will prevent us from traveling.

Friday night, April 15th, 2011
· Plan on being at AMS around 10:30pm. We are trying a new system for e-mail text messaging through Teacher Web.  This will send an e-mail or a text message to a cell phone.  You must sign up for it to get it.  Go to the AMS Washington D. C. Trip TeacherWeb page, then click on       DC Trip NewsFlash or you may type in the address:  http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/AMSDCTrip/newsflash1.aspx to go there directly.
· If your child travels with a cell phone they will call you as we get closer to the school.

· If not, please get in touch with a parent of a child with a cell phone.

· Please park only in designated spaces by the North West part of the building or along the tennis courts.

· You can also make rows in the school bus parking area.

· Please be mindful of the need for four large buses to enter the Arlington parking lot, and be able to exit again without waiting for all parents to depart.

· You must keep the driveway and the area in front of the garages clear.
Pick-up procedures

· In order to insure that your child go homes with the right person, we will ask you follow the procedure below:
· Teachers/students will unload luggage
· Once bus luggage is unloaded, we ask parents to present themselves at the door of the bus and request release of their children in an orderly fashion to the lead chaperone
· Students will be released to parent/guardian one at a time.
· Permission letters for children to go home with someone other than a parent/legal guardian must be submitted prior to our departure.  We cannot honor such requests at the time of our return.
We thank you in advance for your patience with this procedure-your child’s safety is important to us, and we want to make sure that every child departs from us in proper care.

HOTEL INFORMATION:

Howard Johnson Inn Cheverly
5811 Annapolis Road

I-295 & Rt 450

Cheverly, MD, 20784

301-779-7700
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TO PACK (OR NOT TO PACK!):

· Make sure there are clothes for all types of weather – we will be out in it all.

· Make sure the clothing is appropriate.

(PJ bottoms are fine in the room but not on the bus or in public.)
· The dinner cruise is not a “formal”.

· Students usually like to dress nicely, but this is not an occasion for formal eveningwear. 

· Everything should be packed in one suitcase that your child is able to carry.

· Many students use their book bags for carry-ons.

· Snacks, cameras, etc. can go in the carry on.

· A note on electronic devices:

Students can bring cell phones, I Pods, etc. however they must keep track of these items.

The school is not responsible for lost items.

· This is one time where it is not a bad idea to bring several disposable cameras that have your child’s name written on them.

· There is no need or place for game systems that attach to TVs-DO NOT SEND THEM!

· Some students have asked about portable DVDs.
· Once again, we cannot be responsible for these items.
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If you allow this you must make sure the movies they bring are appropriate for middle school students.
· DO NOT SEND ENERGY DRINKS WITH YOUR CHILDREN (RED BULL, NO FEAR, ROCK STAR, etc.) THEY WILL BE CONFISCATED AND POURED OUT!
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· Don’t go overboard.

· Approximately $15.00 should cover each day’s snacks and the lunch.

·  That’s about $40 - $50 for food.

· Add on what is reasonable for souvenirs. 
Room And Group Assignments

· Students will get this information during their 8th period assembly on Friday.

· These assignments cannot be changed.
· All students traveling will receive final information and luggage tags at 8th period assembly Friday, April 13rd.
SCHEDULE FOR Wednesday, April 13th, 2011:

6:00-6:30 am- 
Drop off your child, having said goodbyes on the ride over to expedite our departure

7:00 am - 
Depart Poughkeepsie, NY for Washington, DC 
-We will stop in Maryland for lunch.

-This is one of the 3 meals not covered in the trip cost.

2:00 pm - 
Approximate arrival in Washington-from here, you can refer to our ITINERARY
ITINERARY 2011 WASHINGTON DC

Day 1


 - Wednesday, April 13, 2011


7:00 AM
 - Depart Poughkeepsie, NY for Washington, DC


 - Approximate arrival in the Washington, DC area


 - *Meet Tour Leaders at Ford's Theatre

[image: image4.wmf]
2:30 PM
 - Ford's Theatre with Ranger Program Only


 - Smithsonian Museums of the group's choice


6:00 PM
 - Dinner included / Union Station Food Court


 - Evening walking at the Memorials of Group Choice


10:00 PM
 - Check into the Howard Johnson Gateway Hotel


10:30 PM
 - Your night supervision will be on duty for 7 hours


Day 2


 - Thursday, April 14, 2011


7:00 AM
 - Breakfast is included / Fratelli


8:30 AM
 - Motorcoaches depart for touring


9:15 AM
 - Souvenir Group Photo at the Grant Memorial


 - Arlington National Cemetery walking tour


 - Wreath Ceremony at Tomb Of The Unknowns


 - *Group to apply & Wreath Supplied


 - Iwo Jima Marine Corps Memorial


 - Lunch is the group's expense


2:00 PM
 - US Holocaust Museum "Permanent Exhibition/100 tix


2:30 PM
 - US Holocaust Museum "Permanent Exhibition/100 tix


 - Return to the hotel to Freshen up / *Time Permitting


7:00 PM
 - Boarding begins for dinner cruise at Pier #4


7:30 PM
 - Potomac Spirit Dinner Dance Cruise / Confirmed


10:00 PM
 - Motorcoaches return to the hotel after the cruise


10:30 PM
 - Your night supervision will be on duty for 7 hours


Day 3


 - Friday, April 15, 2011


7:00 AM
 - Breakfast is included / Fratelli


 - Check Out / Load Luggage


8:30 AM
 - Motorcoaches depart for touring


9:30 AM
 - Washington Monument / #170 Confirmed


 - The White House / *Exterior walking & photos


 - Lunch is the group's expense


 - Museums OR Memorials of the group's choice


 - Group to ride Metro


 - Dinner is included / Pentagon City Mall food court


5:00 PM
 - Motorcoaches depart Washington, DC for home


11:00 PM
 - Approximate arrival in Poughkeepsie, NY
What’s in your suitcase?

The following is a list of stuff you should plan on bringing, and considerations you should make, when packing for our Washington, D.C. trip:

Be comfortable!  Bring good walking shoes/boots and comfortable clothing.

Be prepared! Bring jackets, gloves, hats, and scarves for cold weather conditions.

WALLET- This year, security issues will prevent us from carrying anything into public buildings.  All bags and purses must remain on the bus, and we may be searched!
With this in mind, please make sure you have a wallet that must include the following:

· A photo I.D. card (you should use your student I.D. card from school).

· Telephone numbers of the following: Hotel phone number, parents’ home number,

and emergency cell phone numbers if available.

· You may also wish to carry spending money (including some change) in your wallet.

CARRY-ON-Remember, these bags will not be allowed into any of the places we will be visiting, and must remain on the bus. In your carry-on backpack or bookbag, you should have the following:

· Pens

· Camera and film

· Room for your guidebook

· Snacks

· Roll-up raincoat

SUITCASE- Your suitcase should be medium-sized and should be tagged with the luggage tag that will be given to you by your teachers.  You may also include your own tags if you wish.  Please make sure to bring the following:

Personal toiletries:
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· Toothpaste


· Anti-perspirant/deodorant


· Kleenex  

· Shampoo
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Clothing for at least three days:




· Jacket/sweaters
· Extra boots/shoes/sneakers for inclement weather


· Rain poncho


· Socks





· Underwear


· Jeans
· Pajamas
· NO FANCY CLOTHES ARE NECESSARY! 
Please leave the following home!
Expensive jewelry

Electronic games, i.e., Playstation, etc.

You may bring the following at your own risk.  We are not responsible for the loss/theft of these items:

Personal CD players

Hand-held electronic games

Cell phones

MEDICATIONS:

· Please follow the directions you’ve been given by our school nurse regarding medications.

As always, should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact either 

Mr. Healy ( jhealy1@acsdny.org ) or Mr. Franks (afranks@acsdny.org) through our e-mail, or by calling us at 486-4480.  

One last piece of information:  Should you need to contact us in an emergency, I will provide you with my cell phone number:  

Joe Healy cell: 845-797-6591

Please use your discretion with this number!





THE WEATHER MAY BE VERY COLD AND WET!  BE PREPARED; WEAR LAYERS!








Miscellaneous:


Sunglasses


Umbrella


Suntan lotion











