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Welcome 

Team 5 

Parents! 

Important Dates 

 Archeology Dig:           

Early October 

 Washington D. C. Parent 

Informational Meeting:                   

October 5, 2011 

 Middle of First Quarter:  

October 7, 2011 

 Walk Over the Hudson 

with Team 5:                

October 22, 2011 at 9 am 

 End of First Quarter:   

November 4, 2011 

 Applebee’s Breakfast:  

November 12, 2011            

at 8 am to 10 am 

 Washington D.C. Trip: 

April 11-13, 2012 

 ELA & Mathematics   

Assessments:              

Middle April, 2012 

 Science Assessments:     

Early June, 2012 

 Regents Exams:          

June 12—22, 2012 
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Welcome Parents and thank you for attending our Open House! We 

all hope you had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to 

working you and your children this year! Your Team 5 teachers 

would like to take this opportunity to introduce themselves and let 

you know what the students will be learning this school year! 

Mr. Joseph Healy—English 8 
jhealy1@acsdny.org 

Homework 

Daily homework assignments (ELA work-
book, grammar packets, etc) are due 
during class.  No late assignments are 
accepted, unless there is a legal absence 
as verified by Health Office re-admission 
slip. 

Writing projects are due on a specific 
day, and are accepted without penalty at 
any time during that day, whether 
through e-mail or after school submis-
sion. Assignments can be submitted up 
to two days late, at a 10 point deduction 
per day.  After that, the initial grade for 
the assignment swill be a zero. 

Grading Policy 

25% -Word of the Day 

 tests/other unit 

 tests 

25% -Writing projects 

20% -Quizzes  

15% -Homework 

15%  -Accelerated 

 Reader 

About English Class 

Philosophy: 

My goal is to create a learning 
environment that encourages an 

appreciation of literature and devel-
ops the verbal and written expres-

sion of 

constructive and humane ideas, 
thoughts and perspectives. 

 

Accelerated Reader 

Is an individualized reading pro-

gram by which a student is respon-

sible for reading a book and then 

taking a comprehensive, multiple-

choice test based on that book.  

The student will receive points 

towards his or her grade based on 

his or her success on that test.  

Students are encouraged to take 

notes on what they are reading, as 

they may use these notes to assist 

them during the taking of a test. 

WOTD 

“It Pays To Enrich Your Word 
Power”  was a section in the 
Reader’s Digest periodical.  I be-
lieve no truer words have been 
spoken.  I often tell our students 
that their vocabulary is “the key to 
open up the doors to success in 
their futures”.  As such, each day 
we will discuss a new vocabulary 
word that we will eventually en-
counter as we read the various 
works of literature in our curricu-
lum. “There is an eloquence 

in true enthusiasm.” 

-Edgar Allan Poe 



"Those who cannot 

remember the past 

are condemned to 

repeat it." 

George Santayana 
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Welcome Team 5 Parents! 

Ms. Laura DiStefano—Special Education Teacher 
ldistefano@acsdny.org 

About Study Skills Class 
The purpose of this class is to help students develop the skills needed to 

achieve their full academic potential.  This purpose will be achieved through a 

cooperative curriculum developed by both the students and the teacher.  

Certain skills will be decided by the teacher while other skills to be taught will 

depend upon each student’s needs and suggestions.  The class will frequently 

discuss upcoming topics, assignments, and/or tests for Social Studies, Math, 

Science, and English.  It is through these discussions that study skill topics 

will be decided and assignments will be given. 

Mrs. Tara DiCorcia—Science 8 & Regents Earth Science 
tdicorcia@acsdny.org 

Homework 
 Assignments must be completed on 

time to be successful in this class. 

The assignments will be checked 

by either my grading of the assign-

ment, a quiz on the material or 

both. 

 You will lose 10% credit for late 

assignments. 

 Assignments not made up by the 

end of the next school day become 

zeros.  

 Students should typically spend 

about 10/15 minutes on homework 

assignments. If you find you child is 

spending much longer, please 

contact me! 

Grading Policy  
Students’ grades will be based upon 

class work, homework, labs, quizzes, 

unit tests, and  projects.  There will be 

a graded activity / lab about every 

week. Tests are announced a week in 

advance.  

I grade on a point system.   

About Science 8 Class  
This year we will be covering the  following 

topics: 

 Metric System - Earth’s Changing 

Surface, Weathering/Erosion, map-

ping and topography, rocks and 

minerals, geologic time 

 Weather and climate  

 Inside Earth—Plate tectonics, volca-

noes, earthquakes 

 Astronomy  

Labs 
Throughout the school year, I try to 

incorporate many hands on labs and/

or projects to go along with the cur-

riculum  

All projects will include a rubric for 

clarification on guidelines and grading  

 

Regents Earth Science 

This is a high school course you are taking 

for high school credit. At the end of the year 

you will be taking an exam produced by the 

State Board of Regents that is given to all 

students taking this course across the 

state. The grades you receive during the 

year and on the Regents exam will be part 

of your high school transcript. Because this 

is a high school class, you will not have the 

leeway that you would have in a regular 

eighth grade course. 

Grading 
Grades will be calculated by using a point 

system and will be based on class work, 

homework, and participation.   

Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the 

chance to work hard at work worth doing.  
Theodore Roosevelt 
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Mrs. Amanda Sosnick—Social Studies 8 
asosnick@acsdny.org 

Homework 
A Homework Packet will be issued to 
the students per  unit of study.  Home-
work will usually be collected twice a 
week.  “A” assignments will be due on 
Tuesdays and “B” assignments will be 
due on Fridays.   The Homework Pack-
ets are available on my website. 
Late or incomplete homework will not 
be accepted. 

Grading Policy 
Student grades will be based on a 
“Total Points” system: 

Points will be earned by completing 
homework assignments, classwork, 
quizzes, exams, projects and essays. 

About Social Studies Class 
This year continues the U.S. History curriculum 
that began last year.  Topics of study include: 

 Civil War 

 Reconstruction 

 Civil Rights Movement 

 Westward Expansion 

 Industrialization 

 Immigration 

 Progressive Era 

 Imperialism 

 World War I 

 Roaring 20s 

 Great Depression 

 World War II 

 Cold War 

Current Events will be discussed on a continued 

basis throughout the year. 

Quizzes/Exams/Projects/Essays 
A 25-30 point quiz will be given at the end 
of each chapter of study (approximately 3 
per marking period.) 
 
A 100 point exam will be given at the end 
of each unit of study (approximately 1 per 
marking period.) 
 
At least 1 project or essay will be as-
signed each marking period.  These will 
be 100 points each. 

Mr. Chris Slattery—Mathematics 8 & Regents Algebra 1 
cslattery@acsdny.org 

Homework 
Homework assigned each night. 

Assignments written on board for each week. 

Stress the importance of showing work in 

logical method. 

Lengths of some assignments depend upon 

the topic or work required, but majority of them 

should about 20—30 minutes. 

Worksheet and assignments are available for 

download on teacher web and worksheet are 

in absentee folders for students to access. 

About Math 8 Class 
Some of the topics discussed this year include: 

 solving algebraic equations, 

 algebraic variables/expressions, 

 percents, exponents, 

 geometric & angle relationships, 

 transformational geometry, 

 relations, patterns, functions, 

 coordinate geometry—graphing. 

There is an emphasis on developing various 

algebra skills throughout the year. 

Regents Algebra 
Algebra 1 is the first course in the sequence that all     

students need to complete to graduate high school.  The 

grade earned for the course and on the Regents exam is 

recorded on their high school transcripts and is included in 

class rank, GPA, and sent to colleges. 

This accelerated class has an increased work load and 

faster pace than the Math 8 course.  Students will learn 

various topics such as statistics, probability, trigonometry, 

linear and quadratic algebra and functions.  The course 

offers challenges to the students and opportunities to  

develop skills, incorporate various topics together, and 

integrates technology with learning. 

The graphing calculator is a great investment that will help 

throughout a student’s high school and college career.  We 

will use various features of the calculator to learn more 

about mathematical concepts and check their work. 

Extra Help 
Math Lab is open during lunch periods (4—7).  Students 

can get a pass from the teacher.  Math Lab is a place to get 

notes if a student was absent from class , he or she has 

questions about any topic, or he or she doesn’t understand 

something.  Also, students may visit the lab to finish a test 

or complete a homework assignment. 

Grading Policy 
Students’ grades will be based upon class 

work, homework, quizzes, unit tests, and   

projects.  There will be a quiz or graded activity 

about every week.  Tests are announced in     

advance usually about one week. 

I grade on a point system.   

Many concepts in math are related and     

maintaining all the math skills is important.  

Tests and quizzes will include some review 

questions from previous topics as well as   

current material. 

In the event a student is absent on the day of 

an exam, he or she will make up the exam 

when they return to school 

“Do not worry about your 

difficulties in Mathematics. 

I can assure you that mine are far greater.” 

Albert Einstein 

“If you want to understand 
today, you have to search 
yesterday.” 

                   - Pearl Buck 
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Join us as Team 5  

“Walk Across the Hudson River” on 

Saturday, October 22 at 9:00 am.  
Meet us on the Highland side of the bridge. 

Bring your family and friends! 

TEAM TIME 
What is Team Time? 

Team Time is a place where all students on the 

team can go to complete assignments, ask   

questions and receive help. 

Why should I go to Team Time? 

If a student is struggling with a topic from class, 

or was absent, Team Time is an opportunity to 

clarify difficult material, or make up missed 

labs, exams, and homework. 

What can I do in Team Time? 

Students stay after school to complete         

assignments, receive help with their class work 

and homework, make up work from an      

absence, and ask questions.  Students can work 

together or individually.  They can work on 

assignments for all classes. 

Who will be at Team Time to help 

me? 

Throughout the year, some or all of the team 

teachers will available at team time to assist the 

students. 

When and where is Team Time? 

Team Time is scheduled once per week, every 

Wednesday in room 212.  Students report to 

room 212 at dismissal with their work.  They 

stay after school and ride the 3:30 activity bus 

home. 

What do I need to do to attend Team 

Time? 

Let one of the teachers know that you are    

attending.  Upon arrival, remember to sign in 

and indicate what you are working on.  

Team 5 Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/AMS–Team5 

Mrs. Tara DiCorcia’s Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MrsDiCorcia 

tdicorcia@acsdny.org 

Ms. Laura DiStefano’s Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MsDiStefano 

ldistefano@acsdny.org 

Mr. Joseph Healy’s Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/AMS-Team5/ap4.aspx 

jhealy1@acsdny.org 

Mr. Chris Slattery’s Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MrSlattery 

cslattery@acsdny.org 

Mrs. Amanda Sosnick’s Webpage 

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MrsSosnick 

asosnick@acsdny.org 

How to contact us: Arlington Middle School 

601 Dutchess Turnpike 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

Phone:  845ð486ð4480 

Fax:  845ð486ð4446 
 

Guidance Office 

Phone:  845ð486ð4483 

We have a GREAT year ahead! 


