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The Pearl 

By John Steinbeck  

Chapter 1 

1. Where is the setting of the novel? Be as detailed as possible-

2. Name the major characters. 

3. Describe the song of the Family: 
4. Describe their eating habits. What do they eat?  How do they eat?

5. What happens to the baby? 

6. How does Kino respond when the baby is injured?
7. Describe the Song Of Evil:

8.  What is Juana’s reaction?  What first aid does she give the baby?

9. Why doesn’t Kino like the doctor?
10. What do the beggars know about the doctor?

11. Describe the doctor.  Be as detailed as possible: 

Chapter 2 
12. Describe the beach. 


13. How important is the canoe? What is it the “bulwark” against?
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14. How are pearls formed? 

15. Describe the pearl Kino finds. 

16. Describe the reaction when he finds the pearl.
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Chapter 3 
17. How is the town affected by Kino’s pearl? 
18. What do the beggars hope will happen?

19. How many buyers are there in reality? Explain your answer-
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20. What are Kino’s dreams now that he has the pearl? 

21. How does the doctor treat the baby? 

22. How is Kino injured?  Why? 

Chapter 4 
23. Is La Paz like most towns?  Explain. 


24. What is the plan of the pearl buyers? 


25. What are some ways people are considering using the pearl—if it belonged to them.  List four. 
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27. What is the symbolism in the way Kino wears his hat? 


28. Who walks with Kino? 


29. What story does Juan tell Kino that Kino remembers?  (pearl agent) 


30. What superstition does Kino have? 


31. How do the pearl buyers try to cheat Kino? 


32. What injury does Kino suffer?  Why? 


  

Chapter 5 
33. What does Juana do that night? 

34. How angry is Kino? 
35. Is Juana afraid?  Why or why not?
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37. Why does Kino refuse to give up the pearl?  (Look for a quote here):
Chapter 6 
38. What kind of weather do they have to start their escape? 


39. Where do they go?

40. How many men are following Kino?

 
41. How does Kino react to the actions of the trackers? 


42. What tragedy occurs in this chapter? How does it happen?
43. What is the significance of how Kino and Juana walk back into La Paz? 

[image: image7.png]



“Out in estuary, a tight woven school of small fishes glittered and broke water to escape a school of great fishes that drove in to eat them.”

How does the above quote reflect the condition of the human characters of The Pearl?
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