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Study guide for

“Charles” 
By Shirley Jackson
Please answer the following questions are completely as possible.

1) What person is this story written in? 
-What are clues are given in the first paragraph to tell you this?

2) Who is the narrator?

3) What is the mother’s response when Laurie is behaving or speaking poorly at home?

4) Give three examples of Charles’s poor behavior at home:
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5) Give three examples of Laurie’s poor behavior at school:

1)

2)

3)

6) How does Charles’s teacher deal with these poor behaviors at school?

7) What is Laurie’s teacher holding at the PTA meeting?
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8) What is Laurie’s mom holding?

9) What does Laurie’s mother learn when she goes to the PTA meeting?

10) What clues in the story were a foreshadowing of this climax in the story?
11) Why do you think Laurie acted the way he did in school?

12) Why do you think Laurie invented Charles?

13) What did the author write in the story that seems to be a deliberate attempt to convince the reader that Laurie isn’t Charles?

14) If you were Laurie’s parent and just realized that your child was such a big disruption to the kindergarten class, how would you handle this situation?
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SAVE FOR SHORT STORY UNIT TEST!  THIS A STUDY MATERIAL!

