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(2 pts)   PURPOSE
In this part of the report you must explain what you are trying to do or find out, specifically, what you will measure, calculate, and why you are doing this lab. Relate the lab to other relevant topics discussed. Complete sentences!
(1 pts)
EQUIPMENT
This part of the report lists all equipment. These items are in a list format, usually two columns and they are not numbered.

(2 pts)
PROCEDURE
This section of your report describes what you are going to do and how you are going to do it. It will include setting up, performing every step of the experiment, and cleaning up. It should be a list of short numbered sentences. Sketches are very helpful and can save a lot of time. 

NOTE: The equipment and procedure sections will frequently be given to you in a handout. When this is the case, you must still put the title of the section followed by the statement "see lab sheet".

example:

Equipment:  See lab sheet 

(4 pts)
DATA AND OBSERVATIONS
You may have either data, observations, or both depending on the lab. This part is usually presented in the form of a table or graph. All data are presented with a title and must have the appropriate units. You must indicate what the data represent.

You may also have data here that I will give you that will be known as "accepted" results, in other words, the reasonably correct answers.

(4 pts) CALCULATIONS
If calculations are required, they are shown here in detail. All calculations must be shown except for highly repetitive work which may be shown only once. There are four basic steps to a calculation. The first is to list the known quantities with the appropriate units. The second is to show the formula with each variable written. The third step is to substitute the known quantities into the formula with the appropriate units. The last step is to show the correct answer labeled and with appropriate units.

(9 pts)
CONCLUSION
Your conclusion must tell what you have done, what you have found out and what it means. In order to write your conclusion, you can look at the purpose for help. It must refer to specific results to back up your conclusions. I want to see all important numbers in the conclusion. If your data are way off, please also refer to accepted results in order to make sensible conclusions. This should be in paragraph form.

Answers to any questions that accompany the lab will be answered here. The answers should be self-explanatory. In other words, you should be able to tell what the question was by reading the answer.

Define any new important terms. You should also make a statement about some real life application of the physics. This gives the lab report a "professional" quality. I do not want to see any discussion of why you "liked" the lab.

I usually summarize what should be in a conclusion by the following: What did you do? What did you get? What does it mean? Why did you do it?
(1 pt)
ERROR ANALYSIS
Here you will explain why your data may be different from the accepted results. You should think of as many reasons as possible to explain what mistakes or errors were made. This should also be in paragraph form. I may ask for a percent error calculation from time to time.

This is a total of 25 points. Lab reports are a major portion of your grade. Please make them neat. No ripped edges or messy 

scribbles. 

EVERY DAY THE LAB REPORT IS LATE, YOU WILL LOSE 2 POINTS 

OFF THE GRADE. 

When you get a graded lab report back please read it over carefully so that you can see where your mistakes were. This is the only way to improve. Your lab reports will be kept in a folder in class and arranged in order of their completion with a Table of Contents listing them. The folders will be kept at the end of the year as required by the State Education Department. Failure to submit the required number of satisfactory lab reports will result in the student being barred from the Regents Examination in Physics and a failing grade in the course.
NO PART OF YOUR LAB IS TO BE COPIED FROM ANOTHER STUDENT.
