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LITERATURE TERMS 

REVIEW
Please review the following terms and definitions, as they will be used frequently in class this year. Others will be introduced as we get deeper into our work. 

1. PLOT – the sequence of events in a story that tell the action.

2. CHARACTERS – people or creatures in a story


MAIN CHARACTER – the one(s) around whom the story centers


MAJOR CHARACTERS – are important to the story or main character


MINOR CHARACTERS – are present, but not vital to story or main character

3. PROTAGONIST – is another word for the main character. He or she is usually the 

‘good guy.’

4. ANTAGONIST – is the person or thing that creates the conflict or keeps the main 

character/protagonist from getting what he or she wants.

5. SETTING – the time and place of the story.

6. THEME – is the message, moral, or universal lesson that can be taken from a story. 

Something learned by the reader, not just the main character.

7. CONFLICT – is a struggle between opposing forces. 


INTERNAL CONFLICT – takes place in the heart or mind of a character; may be 

an unfulfilled desire or a difficult decision that causes emotional upset.


EXTERNAL CONFLICT – may be environmental (like being lost in a 

snowstorm) or with another person; something a character has to deal with 

out in the ‘real world.’

8. MOTIVATION – the reasons a character does, says, or thinks something.

9. RESOLUTION – the answer or outcome of a conflict; how it is solved.

10. RISING ACTION – series of increasingly interesting events building up to the climax 

of a story.

11. CLIMAX – the highest point of action in a story; the BIG thing or scenes.

12. FALLING ACTION – occurs after the climax, where plot threads are wrapped up 

before ending the story.

