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English, period _____

NIGHTJOHN by Gary Paulsen   

FIVE JOURNAL ENTRIES:                             Will be graded, 20 points each.
**EACH JOURNAL ENTRY SHOULD BY ABOUT 300 WORDS LONG (OR ABOUT ONE DOUBLE-SPACED TYPEWRITTEN PAGE). YOU MAY TYPE OR HANDWRITE YOUR ENTRIES, BUT EACH SHOULD REFLECT YOUR BEST WRITING, INCLUDING PRESENTATION, VOCABULARY, COMPLETE SENTENCES, TOPIC SENTENCES AND SUPPORTING DETAILS.  PUT WORD COUNT IN TOP CORNER OF EACH ENTRY.
#1:  A Positive Influence

       Young people are influenced by lots of older people they come to know; parents, teachers, coaches, religious leaders, and family members. Write about someone who has had a positive impact on your life. What did he or she teach or instill in you? How are you different now than before?

#2  Are Words Dangerous?

       Some kids love school. Some kids claim not to like school, and others just accept it as part of our lives. Homework aside, how would you feel if were part of a group that had been forbidden from ever learning to read and write; if you could be abused or killed just for learning the alphabet? Would you be willing to risk your life just to learn how to read and write?
#3  Who Holds the Power?

     Why would one group want to prevent another group from gaining the power to read and write? What advantages does the group that can read and write have over the group that cannot?

#4   Sarny & Nightjohn’s Mission*
     Explain why Nightjohn firmly believed that his work was worth any personal risk. What was he afraid would happen if no Negroes could write? *Support your answer with text based details, and include parenthetical citations.
#5  Taking it all for Granted*
     Someone once said: “A man who refuses to read is no better off than a man who cannot read.”

     What does this quote mean to you? Knowing that Sarny and Nightjohn chose to risk their lives in the pursuit of the ability to read and write, explain how they would feel today knowing that some people don’t value that skill and throw away a chance at an education.  *Support your ideas with text based details and citations.
