October 15, 2011
Dear parents:

In case you haven’t heard, NaNoWriMo is here!
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Our team is leading the charge into National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) by committing to a month-long creative writing project in conjunction with the official NaNoWriMo Young Writers program. The program is designed to encourage writers of all ages to challenge themselves to meet a preselected word count for the month of November.  (Check out http://ywp.nanowrimo.org for more information.) Last year, LMS wrote over ONE MILLION creative writing words in November!!!  
The writing project will emphasize word count and writing a long story; students are encouraged to overcome insecurity and negative self-talk and trust that they can create something wonderful if only they commit to it. We can return to our stories and clean them up in December, but November is for writing, writing, and writing! I will provide a road map for planning stories, so students know what should be happening at various key points. Our stories should be linked by theme to our iZine magazines, and the final copy will be included and illustrated as a fiction entry in the final magazine in the springtime. I have scheduled writing time during class, but some work at home is expected, too.
In keeping with the spirit of the NaNoWriMo Young Writers’ program, I have promised Team 5 that I will do everything they do, and I will sit along side them and write, write, write. My personal goal is to complete a middle grade novel in November! Since I am a writer and have written novels before, I know I can write that much—however doing it all in 30 days will be a challenge, especially with other professional and family obligations.  In 2009, I succeeded in writing an entire book that I am now readying for submission to a publisher! Famous novels like Water for Elephants and the new young adult book French Kiss started life as NaNo novels. I hope mine will someday join the ranks. Maybe your child’s book will, too!  Each confirmed NaNo winner will earn a FREE soft cover proof copy of their story from CreateSpace.com, courtesy of the Young Writers’ Program.  They will get a coupon code from NaNoWriMo redeemable until July1, 2012. 
The students will be signed up on the website and will have the capability to record their progress there. They will need access to an email address to sign up. It is not used for any purpose other than signup. The site is safe and educator- and student-oriented, and each student will ‘Friend’ me on the site so I can track their progress—and so they know their work and related activities are being monitored. Writing work is done on MSWord at school and at home, and can be transferred using Moodle or (preferably) GoogleDocs. Flash drives are not permitted at LMS. 
I urge you to encourage your child in this endeavor and support his or her participation. A new notebook or fancy pen, or a reward for hitting small goals in the way to their final goal goes a long way. Talk to them about their stories and feel their excitement, and let them share their ups and downs with you. They are amazing kids! I can’t wait to hear about their stories.
And, most importantly, this endeavor is meant to make everyone feel successful—participation equals success. Students will select goals they are capable of meeting. Hitting a target goal is a special achievement, but we will celebrate any story as a ‘winner’! I’d love to hear your feedback and experiences at home with your young writer. Email me at: Lbryant@acsdny.org.
Happy writing!

Laurie Bryant
