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Apostrophe notes: 


There are 2 uses for apostrophes;

1. ) An apostrophe is used to show possession.

Ex. This is Caitlin’s book.
2. ) An apostrophe is used to make contractions.

Ex. This Isn’t Caitlin’s book.
(Isn’t is a contraction of “is not”)
·  Possessive form of a noun:
Possession by someone or something

is shown by adding ’S  (apostrophe “S”) to the noun.

Ex. We will be reading William Shakespeare’s play A Comedy of Errors.

· What is the car’s problem

· Jess’s car

· Bob’s book etc.
Possessive form of plural nouns:


· Most plural nouns already end in “S”. If a plural noun already ends in “S”, simply place an apostrophe after the “S”
Ex. Chairs + ‘  = Chairs’

· All of these chairs’ seats are worn out.

Or

· Is this the Boys’ gym?

· If a plural does not end in “S”, you must place an apostrophe “S” after it to show possession.

Ex. These are the children’s toys.

Contractions: Use an apostrophe in a contraction to show where one or more letters have been removed.
· Does + not = Doesn’t

· Who + is = Who’s
However, Beware! Do not confuse contractions with possessive pronouns.

· Contractions: It’s, you’re, they’re
· Pronouns: 
  Its,  your  , Their
** If you are unsure, always say the words of the contraction separately **[image: image2.png]
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