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What is a Verb?
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A verb is a word used to express an action, a condition, or a state of being.
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The two main kinds of verbs are action and linking verbs.

An action verb tells what the subject does. The action may be physical or mental.


         (Ex.)  I repair cars. (Physical action)    I know a lot about cars. (Mental action.)

Linking verbs:  
A linking verb links the subject of the sentence to a word in the predicate.

Usually this is some form of the verb “Be” as in “We are late.”


   Forms of  “Be”: 


   Forms of “Do”:

Some verbs may act as either action verbs, 
or linking verbs.

Ex.  


The chef tastes the deserts. (Action)





The cake tastes delicious. (linking)

· You need to decide whether the subject is doing something, or if the verb is 
merely connecting the subject to the predicate.

Helping verbs:
· Helping verbs help the main verb express precise meaning. 
· Together the main verb and helping verb form a 
verb phrase.


Mr. Dempsey has written the notes for grammar.



               (Verb phrase)
· Has is the helping verb.

· The main verb is written.
Some verbs can serve as either helping verbs, or main verbs.
· Has is usually a helping verb, but in the following example it is
in fact the main verb.



Be, is, am,


 was, were,been, being.





Could, should, would, may, might, must, can, shall, will





Verbs 2





Verbs 1





Mr. Dempsey has a rare cumquat collection.








