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The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
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Chapter Questions and Vocabulary — Part II 
1. Mr. Hollybrass often hesitates when taking orders from Captain Jaggery. What might this reveal about the first mate’s feelings? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the brig?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In the beginning of chapter 8, she mentions that she is going to save one of her four dresses. Why is she saving a dress? What does this reveal about her character at this point?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. In chapter 8 Charlotte states, “I learned the men’s language, their ways, their dreams. Above all, I cherished the notion that my contact with the crew improved them. As to what it did to me—I hardly guessed.” What does she mean by this?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Zachariah make for Charlotte? Why doesn’t she wear it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. When Charlotte goes to get a needle for Ewing from the forecastle, what does she see and hear?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Who is Cranick? What happens to him?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. At the end of chapter 10, whom does the Captain choose to use to “set an example” for the rest of the crew?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary List
1. Gumption: (noun)













2. Timid: (adj.)













3. Presumptuous: (adj.)












4.  Dexterous: (adj.)













5. Chaos: (noun)














6. Malicious: (adj.)













7. Despot: (noun)













8. Decrepit: (adj.)













ANSWERS
1. Hollybrass approaches the Captain slowly, seeming to take his own silent sounding about the captain’s demands. He sometimes lifts his eyebrows as to object, but never does. Hollybrass’ body language revels he might not always agree with the Captain’s decisions.
2. The brig is the ship’s jail (67).

3. She is saving one of her four dresses so she has something neat and clean to wear when she arrives in Providence, Rhode Island. She states, “It was a great comfort to me to know I would not shame my family.” This reveals that she cares very much about her family’s opinion of her as well as her own outward appearance.
4. Charlotte doesn’t realize it yet, but she is also changing as a result of her relationship with the crew. She has become somewhat of a “ship’s boy,” increasingly willing—and able—to run their minor errands. 

5. Zachariah made Charlotte a pair of canvas trousers and blouse, a kind of miniature of what the crew wears. She doesn’t wear it because she realizes she has been forgetting her role/gender, and that it is not proper for her to wear such apparel.
6. When Charlotte goes to get the needle for Ewing, she overhears the crew planning a mutiny. When she enters the forecastle, she sees a pistol in Fisk’s trunk and a round robin on the floor. 

7. Cranick is the stowaway who gets shot by the captain at the start of the mutiny. 

8. The Captain chooses Zachariah to “set an example” for the rest of the crew.

1. Gumption: (noun) guts; courage; bravery 
2. Timid: (adj.) lacking courage or bravery; shy; indicating fear

3. Presumptuous: (adj.) unwarrantedly forward or bold

4. Dexterous: (adj.) skillful with the hands/mind; physically nimble

5. Chaos: (noun) disorder; confusion; pandemonium; disarray
6. Malicious: (adj.) mean, spiteful, or nasty

7. Despot: (noun) tyrant; leader with absolute power
8. Decrepit: (adj.) weakened by old age; feeble

