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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Known simply as Avi, the author of The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle is currently one of the most creative writers of young adult fiction. 

On December 23, 1937, Avi Wortis was born in Manhattan. He grew up in the New York City area, living in Brooklyn with his parents, an older brother, and his twin sister. Avi was read to every night. His family took weekly trips to the library, and Avi loved reading even at an early age.

Even though Avi loved to read, school was difficult for him. While both his older brother and his sister were excellent students (his brother even attended college at age fifteen), Avi struggled, especially with writing. His writing difficulties are now explained by dysgraphia, a learning disorder that causes him to have trouble spelling and forming letters. At the time that Avi was in school, however, learning disabilities were often misdiagnosed as laziness or bad behavior. After failing science at a public school, Avi transferred to a private school and met an English teacher who gave him the personal help he needed. At age 17, Avi decided to become a writer.

He now exclusively writes books for a young adult audience. His books have been both historical and contemporary, with both male and female protagonists. His biggest goal is for the reader to enjoy the story.

LITERARY / HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This novel takes place in the early nineteenth century (1800’s), when a small number of newly rich people were basking in the glow of the Industrial Revolution. During the Industrial Revolution in both England and in the United States, developments in machinery allowed factories to churn out their products in enormous quantities. As a result, countries sold more goods than ever before and became wealthy.

The sailing industry was strong, with large amounts of cargo being sold and therefore needing to be shipped. This is one reason why Charlotte’s family, her father being part owner of the Seahawk, was wealthy. This wealth was not shared by all. During Charlotte’s life, there would have been very distinct socioeconomic classes. As we see in the novel, the working class, which would have included sailors and factory workers, was not outfitted with the same rights and liberties as the wealthier upper-class.

Just like member of the working class, women and minorities did not hold the same rights as wealthy men. Although many U.S. States, including Rhode Island, had abolished slavery, conditions were poor. Discrimination was everywhere—even in Northern states.

