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Miss Gari’s Seventh Grade English Class

Expectations for Writing
· Find topics and purposes for your writing that matter to you.

· Listen to other students’ writing for inspiration and ideas.
· Get into the habit of punctuating and spelling as conventionally as you can while you are composing: this is what writers do.

· Understand that writing is thinking. Do nothing to distract other writers during writing time. 
· Bring your drafts to the writing lab.
Expectations for Independent Reading
· Find books, authors, subjects, and themes that matter to you. 
· You must read at least one book per marking period. Magazines, newspapers, and comic books are wonderful in their own right, but they don’t have the chunks of text you need to develop fluency, and they won’t help you discover who you are as a reader of literature.

· Don’t read a book you don’t like. Don’t waste time with a book you don’t love when there are so many great ones out there waiting for you.

· Maintain a record of the books you finish reading or abandon. 

· Take care of the books I have provided, the school has provided, and the library has provided for you.

· Understand that reading is thinking. Do nothing to distract readers during reading time. 

· See how other writers have written, and get hold of their knowledge— escape, imagine, think, connect, laugh, cry, and love.

· Bring your independent reading book to class and to school everyday.

General Classroom Policies

· You must be in your seat when the bell rings.
· Write the homework in your planner and begin working on the “Do Now” assignment immediately.
· Your opinions matter, and we can and will all learn from each other. Make the effort to participate regularly. Our class discussions will be better if you are all involved.

ABSENCES

· Absenteeism is one of the leading causes of failing grades. The class agenda and homework will be posted on my website daily. Work that has not been made up after an absence will result in a zero. It is your responsibility to make up missed work after an absence.
LATE WORK

· Aside from when absent, writing assignments, projects, and homework must be handed in on the due date. Late homework will not be accepted or awarded any credit. 
HALL PASSES

· You will have three hall passes per marking period to use at your discretion. Any unused passes at the end of each marking period will be put into a raffle for prizes.
GRADING  
· Grading will follow a point system. Your final average for each marking period will be the total points you received divided by the total number of points possible. 
Typical point values are listed below:
	Writing Assignments, Projects, Tests


	100 points each

	Reading Logs   (Collected Weekly)
	50 points each


	Quizzes


	25-50 points each

	Homework


	5-10 points each

	Class Work      

(Coming to class prepared counts toward your class work average)
	10-50 points each


CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR

· You will be given a warning/asked to stop.

· You will be given a second warning.

· You will stay for lunch detention.

· There will be a phone call home.

· You will be written up (given a referral).
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