February 9, 2009
Dear Parents:

Welcome to the Driver Education program.  We understand and recognize that driving an automobile is one of the most hazardous tasks we will do during our lifetime.  I will outline the goals of the sixteen week program and establish guidelines for each student driver to help reduce the risks of a beginner driver.  
As parents it will be your responsibility to set an example of safe driving practices and provide at least 40 hours of supervised practice driving in the family car before licensing.  Once your child has received their license, it is recommended that you provide additional driving experiences and establish reasonable guidelines for the family car.  Be fair and consistent when enforcing these guidelines.  

Educate your child of their responsibilities while using the family car as a beginner driver.  Each student should help maintain and clean the family car.  The student driver and all passengers must wear seat belts.  Student drivers have to inform their parents of their destinations, an estimated time of return, and should never drive under the influence of alcohol and drugs. 

Driver Education classes are in session Mondays until June 1, 2009. Driver Education students are not permitted any absences during the session.  In order to qualify for an insurance certificate (formerly the “blue card”), students must meet the State time requirement of 32 sessions (16 driving sessions and 16 lectures).  This translates into a NO ABSENCE policy (all absences must be made up).  If there are any circumstances that appear during the course, I would like to try to resolve those issues with you.
Upon successful completion of the course your certificate will be issued on the final session, June 3.  Please sign the bottom and return.
Thank you for taking the time to prepare and educate your child about the risk and necessary skills required for safe driving.  If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at Arlington High School, 486-4860 ext. 1248.  

Sincerely,

David Gatta   
PARENT SIGNATURE:_____________________   STUDENT SIGNATURE:___________
