
 

Name:     ________________________________________

Period:     ____________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Point of View - Awareness of 

Audience

Strong awareness of 

audience in the design. 

Students can clearly explain 

why they felt the vocabulary, 

audio and graphics chosen fit 

the target audience.

Some awareness of audience 

in the design. Students can 

partially explain why they 

felt the vocabulary, audio and 

graphics chosen fit the target 

audience.

Some awareness of audience 

in the design. Students find it 

difficult to explain how the 

vocabulary, audio and graphics 

chosen fit the target audience.

Limited awareness of the 

needs and interests of the 

target audience.

Voice - Consistency Voice quality is clear and 

consistently audible 

throughout the presentation.

Voice quality is clear and 

consistently audible 

throughout the majority (85-

95%) of the presentation.

Voice quality is clear and 

consistently audible through 

some (70-84%)of the 

presentation.

Voice quality needs more 

attention.

Voice - Conversational Style Uses a conversational style 

throughout.

Uses a conversational style 

the majority (85-95%)of the 

time

Uses a conversational style 

most (70-84%)of the time.

Presentation style is 

primarily monologue.

Voice - Pacing The pace (rhythm and voice 

punctuation) fits the story 

line and helps the audience 

really "get into" the story.

Occasionally speaks too fast 

or too slowly for the story 

line. The pacing (rhythm and 

voice punctuation) is 

relatively engaging for the 

audience.

Tries to use pacing (rhythm 

and voice punctuation), but it 

is often noticeable that the 

pacing does not fit the story 

line. Audience is not 

consistently engaged.

No attempt to match the pace 

of the storytelling to the 

story line or the audience.

Images Images create a distinct 

atmosphere or tone that 

matches different parts of 

the story. The images may 

communicate symbolism 

and/or metaphors.

Images create an atmosphere 

or tone that matches some 

parts of the story. The 

images may communicate 

symbolism and/or 

metaphors.

An attempt was made to use 

images to create an 

atmosphere/tone but it 

needed more work. Image 

choice is logical.

Little or no attempt to use 

images to create an 

appropriate 

atmosphere/tone.

Economy The story is told with exactly 

the right amount of detail 

throughout. It does not seem 

too short nor does it seem 

too long.

The story composition is 

typically good, though it 

seems to drag somewhat OR 

need slightly more detail in 

one or two sections.

The story seems to need more 

editing. It is noticeably too 

long or too short in more than 

one section.

The story needs extensive 

editing. It is too long or too 

short to be interesting.

Duration of Presentation Length of presentation was 5-

10 minutes.

Length of presentation was 4-

3 minutes.

Length of presentation was 3-

2 minutes.

Presentation was less than 2 

minutes long OR more than 

10 minutes.

Grammar Grammar and usage were 

correct (for the dialect 

chosen) and contributed to 

clarity, style and character 

development.

Grammar and usage were 

typically correct (for the 

dialect chosen) and errors 

did not detract from the 

story.

Grammar and usage were 

typically correct but errors 

detracted from story.

Repeated errors in grammar 

and usage distracted greatly 

from the story.
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                                        Poster : Summer Reading

Name:     ________________________________________ 

Period: _____________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Graphics -Clarity Graphics are all in focus and 

the content easily viewed 

and identified from 6 ft. 

away. 

Most graphics are in focus 

and the content easily 

viewed and identified from 6 

ft. away. 

Most graphics are in focus and 

the content is easily viewed 

and identified from 4 ft. away. 

Many graphics are not clear 

or are too small. 

Graphics - Originality Several of the graphics used 

on the poster reflect an 

exceptional degree of 

student creativity in their 

creation and/or display. 

One or two of the graphics 

used on the poster reflect 

student creativity in their 

creation and/or display. 

The graphics are made by the 

student, but are based on the 

designs or ideas of others. 

No graphics made by the 

student are included. 

Graphics - Relevance All graphics are related to the 

topic and make it easier to 

understand. All borrowed 

graphics have a source 

citation. 

All graphics are related to the 

topic and most make it easier 

to understand. All borrowed 

graphics have a source 

citation. 

All graphics relate to the topic. 

Most borrowed graphics have 

a source citation. 

Graphics do not relate to the 

topic OR several borrowed 

graphics do not have a 

source citation. 

Required Elements The poster includes all 

required elements as well as 

additional information. 

All required elements are 

included on the poster 

(publication date, title, 

author, catch phrase). 

All but 1 of the required 

elements are included on the 

poster. 

Several required elements 

were missing. 

Attractiveness The poster is exceptionally 

attractive in terms of design, 

layout, and neatness. 

The poster is attractive in 

terms of design, layout and 

neatness. 

The poster is acceptably 

attractive though it may be a 

bit messy. 

The poster is distractingly 

messy or very poorly 

designed. It is not attractive. 

Title Title can be read from 6 ft. 

away and is quite creative. 

Title can be read from 6 ft. 

away and describes content 

well. 

Title can be read from 4 ft. 

away and describes the 

content well. 

The title is too small and/or 

does not describe the 

content of the poster well. 

Mechanics Capitalization and 

punctuation are correct 

throughout the poster. 

There is 1 error in 

capitalization or 

punctuation. 

There are 2 errors in 

capitalization or punctuation. 

There are more than 2 errors 

in capitalization or 

punctuation. 

Grammar There are no grammatical 

mistakes on the poster. 

There is 1 grammatical 

mistake on the poster. 

There are 2 grammatical 

mistakes on the poster. 

There are more than 2 

grammatical mistakes on the 

poster. 



                               Story Writing : Summer Reading

Name:     ________________________________________________________________ 

Period: _____________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Neatness The final draft of the story is 

readable, clean, neat and 

attractive. It is free of 

erasures and crossed-out 

words. It looks like the 

author took great pride in it. 

The final draft of the story is 

readable, neat and attractive. 

It may have one or two 

erasures, but they are not 

distracting. It looks like the 

author took some pride in it. 

The final draft of the story is 

readable and some of the 

pages are attractive. It looks 

like parts of it might have been 

done in a hurry. 

The final draft is not neat or 

attractive. It looks like the 

student just wanted to get it 

done and didn't care what it 

looked like. 

Focus on Assigned Topic The entire story is related to 

the assigned topic and allows 

the reader to understand 

much more about the topic. 

Most of the story is related to 

the assigned topic. The story 

wanders off at one point, but 

the reader can still learn 

something about the topic. 

Some of the story is related to 

the assigned topic, but a 

reader does not learn much 

about the topic. 

No attempt has been made to 

relate the story to the 

assigned topic. 

Spelling and Punctuation There are no spelling or 

punctuation errors in the 

final draft. Character and 

place names that the author 

invented are spelled 

consistently throughout. 

There is one spelling or 

punctuation error in the final 

draft. 

There are 2-3 spelling and 

punctuation errors in the final 

draft. 

The final draft has more than 

3 spelling and punctuation 

errors. 

Solution/Resolution The solution to the 

character's problem is easy 

to understand, and is logical. 

There are no loose ends. 

The solution to the 

character's problem is easy 

to understand, and is 

somewhat logical. 

The solution to the character's 

problem is a little hard to 

understand. 

No solution is attempted or it 

is impossible to understand. 

Creativity The story contains many 

creative details and/or 

descriptions that contribute 

to the reader's enjoyment. 

The author has really used 

his imagination. 

The story contains a few 

creative details and/or 

descriptions that contribute 

to the reader's enjoyment. 

The author has used his 

imagination. 

The story contains a few 

creative details and/or 

descriptions, but they distract 

from the story. The author has 

tried to use his imagination. 

There is little evidence of 

creativity in the story. The 

author does not seem to have 

used much imagination. 

Setting Many vivid, descriptive 

words are used to tell when 

and where the story took 

place. 

Some vivid, descriptive 

words are used to tell the 

audience when and where 

the story took place. 

The reader can figure out 

when and where the story 

took place, but the author 

didn't supply much detail. 

The reader has trouble 

figuring out when and where 

the story took place. 

Action Several action verbs (active 

voice) are used to describe 

what is happening in the 

story. The story seems 

exciting! 

Several action verbs are used 

to describe what is 

happening in the story, but 

the word choice doesn't 

make the story as exciting as 

it could be. 

A variety of verbs (passive 

voice) are used and describe 

the action accurately but not in 

a very exciting way. 

Little variety seen in the 

verbs that are used. The 

story seems a little boring. 

Dialogue There is an appropriate 

amount of dialogue to bring 

the characters to life and it is 

always clear which character 

is speaking. 

There is too much dialogue 

in this story, but it is always 

clear which character is 

speaking. 

There is not quite enough 

dialogue in this story, but it is 

always clear which character is 

speaking. 

It is not clear which 

character is speaking. 

Characters The main characters are 

named and clearly described 

in text. Most readers could 

describe the characters 

accurately. 

The main characters are 

named and described. Most 

readers would have some 

idea of what the characters 

looked like. 

The main characters are 

named. The reader knows very 

little about the characters. 

It is hard to tell who the main 

characters are. 



Student Name:     ________________________________________

Period: ________________________

CATEGORY 4 - Above Standards 3 - Meets Standards 2 - Approaching Standards 1 - Below Standards

Attention Grabber The introductory paragraph 

has a strong hook or 

attention grabber that is 

appropriate for the audience. 

This could be a strong 

statement, a relevant 

quotation, statistic, or 

question addressed to the 

reader.

The introductory paragraph 

has a hook or attention 

grabber, but it is weak, 

rambling or inappropriate 

for the audience.

The author has an interesting 

introductory paragraph but 

the connection to the topic is 

not clear.

The introductory paragraph 

is not interesting AND is not 

relevant to the topic.

Support for Position Includes 3 or more pieces of 

evidence (facts, statistics, 

examples, real-life 

experiences) that support 

the position statement. The 

writer anticipates the 

reader's concerns, biases or 

arguments and has provided 

at least 1 counter-argument.

Includes 3 or more pieces of 

evidence (facts, statistics, 

examples, real-life 

experiences) that support 

the position statement.

Includes 2 pieces of evidence 

(facts, statistics, examples, real-

life experiences) that support 

the position statement.

Includes 1 or fewer pieces of 

evidence (facts, statistics, 

examples, real-life 

experiences).

Evidence and Examples All of the evidence and 

examples are specific, 

relevant and explanations 

are given that show how 

each piece of evidence 

supports the author's 

position.

Most of the evidence and 

examples are specific, 

relevant and explanations 

are given that show how 

each piece of evidence 

supports the author's 

position.

At least one of the pieces of 

evidence and examples is 

relevant and has an 

explanation that shows how 

that piece of evidence 

supports the author's position.

Evidence and examples are 

NOT relevant AND/OR are 

not explained.

Accuracy All supportive facts and 

statistics are reported 

accurately.

Almost all supportive facts 

and statistics are reported 

accurately.

Most supportive facts and 

statistics are reported 

accurately.

Most supportive facts and 

statistics were inaccurately 

reported.

Sequencing Arguments and support are 

provided in a logical order 

that makes it easy and 

interesting to follow the 

author's train of thought.

Arguments and support are 

provided in a fairly logical 

order that makes it 

reasonably easy to follow the 

author's train of thought.

A few of the support details or 

arguments are not in an 

expected or logical order, 

distracting the reader and 

making the essay seem a little 

confusing.

Many of the support details 

or arguments are not in an 

expected or logical order, 

distracting the reader and 

making the essay seem very 

confusing.

Transitions A variety of thoughtful 

transitions are used. They 

clearly show how ideas are 

connected

Transitions show how ideas 

are connected, but there is 

little variety

Some transitions work well, 

but some connections between 

ideas are fuzzy.

The transitions between 

ideas are unclear OR 

nonexistent.

Closing paragraph The conclusion is strong and 

leaves the reader solidly 

understanding the writer's 

position. Effective 

restatement of the position 

statement begins the closing 

paragraph.

The conclusion is 

recognizable. The author's 

position is restated within 

the first two sentences of the 

closing paragraph.

The author's position is 

restated within the closing 

paragraph, but not near the 

beginning.

There is no conclusion - the 

paper just ends.

Audience Demonstrates a clear 

understanding of the 

potential reader and uses 

appropriate vocabulary and 

arguments. Anticipates 

reader's questions and 

provides thorough answers 

appropriate for that 

audience.

Demonstrates a general 

understanding of the 

potential reader and uses 

vocabulary and arguments 

appropriate for that 

audience.

Demonstrates some 

understanding of the potential 

reader and uses arguments 

appropriate for that audience.

It is not clear who the author 

is writing for.

Sentence Structure All sentences are well-

constructed with varied 

structure.

Most sentences are well-

constructed and there is 

some varied sentence 

structure in the essay.

Most sentences are well 

constructed, but there is no 

variation is structure.

Most sentences are not well-

constructed or varied.
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Grammar & Spelling Author makes no errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content.

Author makes 1-2 errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content.

Author makes 3-4 errors in 

grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 

content.

Author makes more than 4 

errors in grammar or 

spelling that distract the 

reader from the content.

Capitalization & Punctuation Author makes no errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation, so the essay is 

exceptionally easy to read.

Author makes 1-2 errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation, but the essay is 

still easy to read.

Author makes a few errors in 

capitalization and/or 

punctuation that catch the 

reader's attention and 

interrupt the flow.

Author makes several errors 

in capitalization and/or 

punctuation that catch the 

reader's attention and 

interrupt the flow.



                                Making a CD : Summer Reading 

 Name:     _____________________________________________________________ 

Period: ____________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Attractiveness & 
Organization 

The cd case has 
exceptionally 
attractive formatting 
and well-organized 
information. 

The cd has attractive 
formatting and well-
organized 
information. 

The cd case has well-
organized information. 

The cd case's 
formatting and 
organization of 
material are 
confusing to the 
reader. 

Graphics/Pictures Graphics go well with 
the text and there is a 
good mix of text and 
graphics. 

Graphics go well with 
the text, but there are 
so many that they 
distract from the text. 

Graphics go well with 
the text, but there are 
too few and the cd case 
seems "text-heavy". 

Graphics do not go 
with the 
accompanying text or 
appear to be 
randomly chosen. 

Spelling & 
Proofreading 

No spelling errors No more than 1 
spelling error 

No more than 3 
spelling errors 

Several spelling 
errors 

Graphics - Clarity Graphics are all in 
focus and the content 
easily viewed and 
identified. 

Most graphics are in 
focus and the content 
easily viewed. 

Some graphics are in 
focus and the content 
is easily viewed 

Many graphics are 
not clear or are too 
small. 

Graphics - 
Relevance 

All graphics are 
related to the topic 
and make it easier to 
understand. 

All graphics are 
related to the topic 
and most make it 
easier to understand. 

All graphics relate to 
the topic. 

Graphics do not 
relate to the topic. 

Graphics - 
Originality 

Several of the 
graphics used on the 
cd case reflect a 
exceptional degree of 
student creativity in 
their creation and/or 
display. 

One or two of the 
graphics used on the 
cd case reflect 
student creativity in 
their creation and/or 
display. 

The graphics are made 
by the student, but are 
based on the designs 
or ideas of others. 

No graphics made by 
the student are 
included. 

Attractiveness The cd case is 
exceptionally 
attractive in terms of 
design, layout, and 
neatness. 

The cd case is 
attractive in terms of 
design, layout and 
neatness. 

The cd case is 
acceptably attractive 
though it may be a bit 
messy. 

The cd case is 
distractingly messy 
or very poorly 
designed. It is not 
attractive. 


