If you liked A Child Called It
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Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher
An obese boy and a disfigured girl suffer the emotional scars of years of mockery at the hands of their peers. They share a hard-boiled view of the world until events in their senior year hurl them in very different directions.
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Tears of a Tiger and Forged by Fire by Sharon Draper

In Forged by Fire, Gerald Nickleby must protect his little sister from an abusive father and a drug-addicted mother. 

In Tears of a Tiger, the death of high school basketball star, Rob Washington, in an automobile accident affects the lives of his close friend Andy, who was driving the car.
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Chinese Cinderella: the True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah. 

Mah’s real-life evil stepmother makes her live in the attic of their beautiful home. She has almost nothing to eat, and her school uniform is her only clothing. When she excels at school, her stepmother and step-siblings hate her – and punish her -- even more.   
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Petey by Ben Mikaelsen 
What would it be like if you understood everything that was going on around you but couldn’t show it?  Petey, born in 1920 has cerebral palsy and can’t communicate.  Doctors don’t understand, and he is sent to an institution where he is ignored.  More than fifty years later, he is rescued.  Now what?
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 Bound, by Donna Jo Napoli
Xing Xing’s father is dead, and her stepmother thinks only of a good marriage for her step-sister, Wei Ping.  When Wei Ping’s feet are bound, leaving her ill and unable to walk, Xing Xing becomes little more than a slave. 
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The Boy from the Basement, by Susan Shaw

When Charlie sneaks out of the basement looking for food and then can’t get back in, he collapses from exhaustion and hunger.  In his foster home, he learns about Halloween, Christmas, and television, but dreams of going home to parent who love him.  
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Rules of Survival by Nancy Werlin

Matthew and Callie try to keep little sister Emmy safe from their violent mom, but it’s getting harder all the time.  They try to believe that fear keeps their instincts sharp enough to save them, but will that be enough?
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When Kambia Elaine Flew in from Neptune by Lori Aurelia Williams

Kambia Elaine says that the blood and bruises on her legs came from Wallpaper Wolves, or Memory Beetles, or Lizard People. Neighbor Shayla has her own troubles, but she knows she has to find out what, or who, is really hurting Kambia Elaine.
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Silent to the bone by E.L. Konigsburg. 

Thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech after being wrongly accused of hurting his baby half-sister and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth.
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They cage the animals at night by Jennings Michael Burch. 

Jenning’s mother dropped him off at an orphanage one day, telling him that she’d “be right back.”  She never returned.
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What Jamie Saw, by Caroline Coman
Having fled to a family friend’s hillside trailer after his mother’s boyfriend tried to throw his baby sister against a wall, Jamie’s existence is full of uncertainty and fear.
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Don't You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey, by Margaret Peterson Haddix

In the journal she was keeping for English class, sixteen year old Tish chronicles the changes in her life when her abusive father comes home after a two-year absence.
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Three Little Words by Ashley Rhodes-Courter

Three Little Words is an honest and powerful memoir which shares the painful details of Ashley Rhodes-Courter's nine year journey through the foster care.

	OPAC Search:  In the OPAC, type in Child Abuse and click the subject button.
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