ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
Spring Semester 2011
AP Government and Politics is a highly structured, very demanding college-level course.  Students are required not only to thoroughly read the text, but also to augment the text reading through research and reading of supplemental articles and then critically apply the findings to the political nature of current governmental policies and analyze the ramifications of these policies.  One of the primary objectives of this course is to expose students to all areas of information covered on the AP Examination.  Thus it is imperative that a high-level academic environment exist and that the student is dedicated to learning, is highly motivated, and is willing to put forth both in and outside of the classroom the time and effort required for a course of this intensity.

COURSE OVERVIEW AND INTRODUCTION
The AP US Government and Politics course is designed to teach students how people behave politically and the design of the American political system; that is, how the system is structured and how it functions as a pluralistic system of various individual and group interests, all promoting their own agendas as to what they claim is important and beneficial for the country.  The major purpose of this course is to help students gain and display an understanding of American politics and the processes of government that help shape our public policies.  Students should begin to learn about the methods of studying political behavior and political institutions.  Future lawyers, journalists, physicians, scientists, business people, public servants, and citizens can begin to develop a more sophisticated and insightful understanding of majority rule democracy, civil liberties and other distinguishing characteristics of the American political system.


Throughout this course we examine and try to evaluate the institutions of our government, those that run these institutions, the public policies made by these institutions and the influence of the electorate on policies.  Some say that democracy is a dream, an unattainable ideal which has led us to a government now incapable of action, run by unseen and unheard forces out of the public eye and responsible to no one.  Others say politics is a con game, with leaders continually manipulating the people, which in turn, have “turned off” the electorate causing the United States to have one of the lowest voter turnouts of any industrial democracy in the world.  Still others say there is too much political corruption in the system.  Members of congress have been indicted and convicted of breaking the law, representing special interests at the expense of their constituents and a Congress that does not monitor their own members.  The executive branch continually faces allegations of wrongdoing and in recent years has been impeached.  How valid are these complaints?  What about the average American?  Is s/he really consulted and taken into account by the decision makers?


This course cannot provide easy answers.  Political positions can upset students and shake views already taken.  But it can help students distinguish the essential from the incidental, understand and evaluate competing arguments, formulate and express opinions on political and policy making processes and carry on an intelligent discussion on political and governmental questions.


For some students, including the college bound, this course is the last formal education on American government and politics that they will ever have.  Studies indicate high school college students have little interest in political issues and politicians, and polls indicate a continuing decline.  Therefore, what students learn here and the values and attitudes that they attain could very well last their entire lives.  Critics of the political system claim that there is little to no public discourse on the issues that confront our society.  Often there is no debate, only mud-slinging and personal attacks.  A more serious criticism is the lack of civic virtue.

By the completion of this course it is hoped that students will have an interest in public issues, can intelligently and civilly discuss the issues and appreciate their responsibilities to the system to ensure that they continue to enjoy our traditions of freedom and liberty.

TEXTS:
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT: POWER AND PURPOSE, 10TH Edition.  Lowi, Theodore J., Ginsberg, Benjamin and Shepsle, Kenneth A.

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, READING AND CASES, 10TH, 13TH, and 14TH Editions. Woll, Peter.

OTHER SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS( Assigned and used in class: articles from current newspapers, such as the New York Times or the Wall Street Journal; news magazines excerpts from Time, The New Republic, or Newsweek; news footage and documentaries; C-SPAN’s coverage and current events materials; numerous Web sites.
GRADING POLICY:
Grades for the course are based on a variety of exercises and assignments throughout the semester.  The relative weight of these components is:

I.  Homework Assignments 




20%
II. Quizzes






25%

III. Written Assignments




35%

IV. Examinations





10%

V. Class Participation 





10%

The components of the final grade are as follows:

I. The Homework Assignments; which are distributed at the beginning of each chapter and discussed during class.  These will come in the form of focus questions and current event assignments that pertain to the material we are covering.  The purpose of these assignments is to make sure that students understand the concepts and materials presented in class and in the assigned reading, and can apply this information to contemporary events.
II. Quizzes, which are given at various times during the semester, usually at the end of most chapters.  For the most part, these will be in the form of AP Exam multiple choice questions.  These quizzes demand students to show clear understanding of the reading material and their ability to translate that information into AP style scenarios.  
III. Written Assignments is composed primarily of constructed written responses straight from previous AP Exams.  Some of these assignments will be given for homework while others will be timed in class (to simulate the AP Exam).  You can expect a written assignment every other chapter.
IV. Examinations will be given at the conclusion of each major unit, totaling four.  These exams are comprehensive, in which the material from previous chapters can appear.  Again, these will be in the form of AP multiple choice questions, for practical purposes
V. Class Participation, which requires attendance throughout the semester.  Class participation involves students being asked questions during classes, and having their responses to those questions being evaluated and graded.  Students are expected to be prepared before class every day by completing the reading and other assignments in advance of class meetings.  Excessive class absences will have an adverse affect on your grade.
COURSE OUTLINE:  This is a guideline and can be subject to change.

INTRODUCTION ( SUMMER READING SELECTIONS & ESSAY

UNIT 1: CONSTITUTIONAL UNDERPINNINGS
Content Goals: Students should understand the doctrines and historical background to the Constitution; key principles, such as federalism and separation of powers; the ideological and philosophical underpinnings of American government; and theories informing interpretations of the Constitution including democratic theory, republicanism, pluralism, and elitism.
A. Five Principles of Politics (2 Class Days (1/31-2/2)
      Chapter 1 – Lowi, pp. 2-34

      Current Event Assignment: Students will locate and summarize an article that illustrates the five principles of politics and how the event(s) from the article relates to materials covered.
B. The Constitution (5 class days and 1 quiz day (2/3-2/10) 
Chapter 2 – Lowi, pp. 36-76 (Lowi Focus questions due: 2/7; Woll Questions due: 2/8)
-Student copy of the Constitution-analysis and interpretation

 Woll Reader:

-Declaration of Independence, Appendix, pp. 454-457
-Locke, “Second Treatise, of Civil Government”, pp. 4-9

-Beard, “Framing the Constitution”, pp.30-40

-Roche, “The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action”, pp.10-29

-Federalist Papers, #47, 48, & 51, Madison, pp. 41-45

*Tribe and Dorf, “How Not To Read the Constitution”, pp.45-49


-Current Event Assignment: Students will find and summarize an article that discusses an issue in which the Constitution (or an interpretation of it) is connected. (due: 2/7)
C. Federalism (4 class days (2/11-2/16)
Chapter 3 – Lowi, pp. 78-116 (Lowi Focus questions due: 2/14; Woll Questions due: 2/15)
Woll Reader:

-Federalist #16, 17 &39, pp. 50-60

-Bryce, “The Merits of the Federal System”, pp.62-65

-McCulloch v. Maryland, pp.64-68

-Woll Commentary, pp.68-72

-United States v. Morrison, pp.72-77

*Grodzins, “The Federal System”, pp. 78-82

*Broder, “A Republic Subverted”, pp. 82-88

      -Current Event Assignment: Students will find and summarize an article that discusses a modern issue regarding the balance of power between the levels of government and illustrates the debate of federalism.
(due: 2/14)
D. Unit Test!  AP Multiple Choice questions and a short Constructed Response (Timed) (2/17/2011)
UNIT II: CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS(8 class days and 1 quiz day (2/21-3/4)
Content Goals: Student should understand the institutional guarantees to political and civil rights granted under the Constitution; the rights conferred by the American government system; key Supreme Court cases and arguments regarding constitutional protections; the impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on civil rights on the state level; and the impact of judicial decisions on American society.

Chapter 4 --- Lowi, pp.118-158 (Focus Questions due: 2/25)
Woll Reader: 
Debating the Issue: Racial Profiling and Fighting Terrorism

Video: Dangerous Songs and the First Amendment
Research Assignment: Students will research a landmark Supreme Court Case that involves either Civil Rights or Civil Liberties.  Each student will be required to prepare a written and oral brief of the case, including the background of the case, points of law, the decision and rationale of the court, Majority and Dissenting opinions, and subsequent related cases.
UNIT III: INSTITUTIONS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
Content Goals: Students should understand the workings of the legislative process; the functions and powers of Congress; the relationship to other branches of government under the Constitution; and the change and evolution of congressional powers as a result of specific events in American history.
A. Congress ( 6 class days and 1 quiz day (3/7-3/15)
Chapter 5 -- Lowi, pp. 161-216 (Focus Questions due: 3/8)
Woll Reader: (Questions due: 3/9)
-Federalist Papers #’s 53, 56, 57, 58, 62, 63; pp. 345-352
-Fiorina, “Rise of the Washington Establishment”, pp.353-359

-Dodd, “Congress and the Quest for Power”, pp.362-373

-Cook, “Media Power and Congressional Power”, pp.374-381

-Mayhew, “Congress: The Electoral Connection”, pp.398-402  

*Burke, “Speech to the Electors of Bristol”, pp.381-383

*Fenno, “If, As Ralph Nader Says…”, pp.384-391

*Polsby, “Congress-Bashing for Beginners”, pp.391-398

      -Current Event Assignment: Students will find and summarize an article that illustrates some idea that we have covered that pertains to Congress (due: 3/14)
       -In class analysis- Students will analyze and interpret charts and elections returns to determine the probability of reelection rates of Congressional incumbents throughout the 20th Century and relate the historical circumstances for their retention rates.
Content Goals: Students should understand the functions and powers of the executive branch; its relationship to other branches of government under the Constitution; the change and evolution of the executive branch and the bureaucracy as a result of specific events in American history; the relationship between the national government and state and local government bureaucracies; and the role of the bureaucracy in formulating the federal budget.
B. The Presidency ( 4 class days and 1 quiz day (3/16-3/22)
1. The Presidency as an Institution

Chapter 6 – Lowi, pp.218-268 (Focus Questions due: 3/18)
Woll Reader: (Question due: 3/21)
-Federalist Papers: #70, pp.275-278

-Rossiter, “The Presidency –Focus of Leadership”, pp.278-283
-Neustadt, “Presidential Power”, pp.284-287

-Edwards, “Campaigning Is Not Governing: Bill Clinton’s Rhetorical Presidency”, pp. 302-305

-Walsh, “Feeding the Beast”, pp.305-311

*Wildavsky, “The Two Presidencies”, pp.312-319

*Milkis, “The Presidency and Political Parties”, pp.319-329

-In class analysis- Students will analyze and interpret graphs and charts depicting various elections from the 20th Century as well as polls related to the popularity of past Presidents and the effect their popularity had on mid-term elections (coattail effect). 
2. The Executive Branch: Bureaucracy in a Democracy( 3 class days and 1 quiz day (3/23-3/28)
Chapter 7 –Lowi, pp.270-312 (Focus Questions due: 3/25)
Woll Reader: (Questions due: 
-Woll, “Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power”, pp.330-335

-Wilson, “The Rise of the Bureaucratic State”, pp.336-343

-Shane, “The Beast That Feeds on Boxes: Bureaucracy”; Hand out

-Maggs, “Compete, or Else”; Hand out

-Kaplan and Whitelaw, “Intelligence Reform-At Last”; Hand out

-Small Research  Assignment: Students will find and summarize a specific bureaucratic agency. (Due: 3/28)
Content Goals: Student should understand the workings of the judicial process; the functions and powers of the federal court system; the relationship of the Supreme Court to other branches of government under the Constitution; and the change and evolution of the judiciary as a result of specific events in American history.

C. The Judiciary ( 5 class days (3/ 29-4/4
Chapter 8 –Lowi, pp.314-374 (Focus Questions due: 3/31)
Woll Reader: (Questions due: 4/1 ( No Joke!)
-Federalist Paper #78, pp.417-423

-Marbury V. Madison, pp. 423-426

-Dickerson v. United States, pp.427-430

-Roche, “Judicial Self-Restraint”, pp.430-436

-Brennan, “How the Supreme Court Arrives At Decisions”, pp.436-444

*O’Connor, “Constitutional Liberty and the Right To An Abortion”, pp.445-451

*Rehnquist, “Liberty, Privacy, and the Right To An Abortion”, pp.451-452

*Scalia, “Liberty and Abortion: A Strict Constructionist’s View”, pp. 452-453

             -Current Events Assignment: Student will find an article that details a modern decision or actions by the Courts, summarize the article, and show how the event relates to the materials that we have covered.
D. Unit Test! AP Multiple Choice questions and a Short Constructed Response (4/5/2011)
UNIT IV: POLITICAL BELIEFS AND POLITICAL BEHAVIORS
Content Goals: Students should understand the socialization of political attitudes, including, but not limited to, the various components that influence individuals’ beliefs and voting habits.  Students should become familiar with the different historical and ideological beliefs that influences various elections throughout our history, paying particular attention to those elections during the 20th Century that are considered ‘critical’. Students will also become familiar with the workings of public opinion polls and how those polls are analyzed and used to predict election outcomes.
A. American Political Culture( 2 Class Days

Chapter 4 – Wilson, pp. 78-100 (Optional)
-Lewin, “Data on Marriage and Births Reflect the Political Divide”. NY Times, 10/13/05
-Toner, “The Culture Wars, Part II”.  NY Times

-Current Events Assignment: Students will find an article that involves American political culture, summarize it, and relate it to the information that we have covered from this chapter.

B. Public Opinion ( 4 class days (4/6-4/11)
Chapter 9 – Lowi, pp. 377- 421(Focus Questions due: 4/7)
-Gallup, “Polling the Public” from Public Opinion in a Democracy. Hand out

-In class analysis- Students will analyze and interpret TWO public opinion polls from the Bush Administration and connect the historical circumstances that affected the poll results.

-Current Event Assignment: Students will find a public opinion poll from the past month and analyze the information contained in the poll.  Students will then use the various tools from the chapter to ascertain the degree of accuracy and legitimacy of the poll.  Student will bring the poll and their summary into class to share with the group. (Due: 4/11)
C. Elections ( 3 class days (4/12-4/14; Quiz on 4/15)
Chapter 10 – Lowi, pp. 422-474 (Focus Questions due: 4/13)
-Morrison, “A Better Way?” An analysis and argument regarding the Electoral College.  Hand out

-Abramsky, “The Redistricting Wars” A look at gerrymandering in Texas.  Hand out
-Taylor, “The Short, Unhappy Life of Campaign Finance Reform”.  Hand out

-Video: NOW and Bill Moyers; “Campaign Finance”

-In class analysis- Students will interpret and analyze past elections to determine which should be considered “critical elections”.  Student will then summarize their findings and where appropriate, make historical connections to explain the poll results.

D. Unit Test!  AP Multiple Choice responses and a Short Constructed Response (4/15/2011)

UNIT V: POLITICAL PARTIES, INTEREST GROUPS AND MASS MEDIA
Content Goals: Students should understand the mechanisms of transmitting interests to government action, including interest groups, political action committees, and mass media; the role of media coverage and the press on elections and government actions; the different historical and ideological beliefs of political parties; demographic groups in the U.S. and their political beliefs and behavior.
A. Political Parties ( 4 class days (4/25-4/28 w/quiz)
Chapter 11 – Lowi, pp.476-522 (Focus Questions due: 4/25)
 Woll Reader: (Questions due: 4/26)
      
-Federalist Papers # 10, pp. 171-176

     
-Schattschneider, “Party Government”, pp.177-179


-California Democratic Party et al v. Jones, Secretary of State of California, et al, pp.180-181


-APSA-“Toward a More Responsible Two Party System”, pp.183-186


-Berns and Black, “Third Parties and the Presidential Race”.  Hand out

-Toner, “Republicans, Democrats, and Race: An Uneasy History”. Hand out

-Nagourney, “Politics Face Sweeping Change via the Web”.  Hand out

*Wattenberg, “Perspectives on American Political Parties”, pp.187-189


*Mayhew, “Divided We Govern”, 189-195


-Current Event Assignment: Students will find and summarize an article from the past month that pertains to the role that a political party has played in recent times.  As with the other current event assignments, students are expected to connect learned information to their article.(Due: 4/25)
B. Groups and Interests ( 4 class days (and 1 quiz day?)

Chapter 12 – Lowi, pp. 524-562


Woll Reader:


-Berry, “Madison’s Dilemma”, pp.234-240


-Truman, “The Governmental Process”, pp.240-246


-Lowi, “The End of Liberalism”, pp.246-250


-Rozell, “Interest Groups and the American Political System”, pp.251-254


-Sabato, “The Misplaced Obsessions With PACs”, pp.254-261


-Buckley v Valeo, pp.262-267


-Sabato, “Campaign Finance Reform”, pp.268-272


-Justice, “New Rules on Fund-Raising Bring Lobbyists to the Fore”. Hand out

-“Coal’s Power over Politicians/Money Always Finds a Way”. Op-Ed NY Times, 1/6/06

C. The Media ( 3 class days 

Chapter 13 – Lowi, pp.564-598


Woll Reader:


*Mill, “Liberty of Thought and Discussion”, pp.98-103


-Cook, “Congressional Power and Media Power”, pp.373-381


-Bates and Diamond, “Damned Spots” hand out


-Kaus, “Sound-Bitten”.  Hand out


-Bernstein, “The Idiot Culture”. Hand out


-Research Assignment on the Media: Students will pick a current topic that is fairly major news and research it from at least THREE different media sources.  Aside from just reporting on the topic itself, students will also be looking for differences in the way that the sources depict the issue, looking for bias and slanted journalism.
D. Unit Test!  AP Multiple Choice responses and a short Constructed Response (Timed)
UNIT VI: PUBLIC POLICY
Content Goals: Student should understand the major policy areas and debates in American government today.
This unit consists of group presentations on several areas of public policy, including: 


*Foreign and Defense Policy


* Health Care


* Economic Policy


* Environmental Policy


* Social Welfare Policy

Groups will prepare a written and oral presentation of the assigned policy area.  Presentations must include: 

*Background information


*Major players involved in this policy area


*Major policy initiatives


*Current issues in the policy area


*Annotated bibliography

A. Government in Action: Public Policy and the Economy ( 3 class days 
Chapter 14 –Lowi, pp.601-636

B. Government and Society ( 3 class days 
Chapter 15 – Lowi, pp. 638-674

C. Foreign Policy and Democracy ( 5 class days

Chapter 16 –Lowi, pp.676-718

D. Research Assignment on Public Policy: Two days in library, two days in computer lab, one day presentations.
Unit Test!  AP Multiple Choice Responses and a short Constructed Response (Timed)
UNIT VII: FINAL EXAM
Students are required to take a final exam during Regents week.  The exam will thoroughly assess students’ ability to recall the various topics covered during the semester.  The format of the final exam will be that of the AP Exam itself, with a multiple choice segment and a constructed-response segment (Two essays).  Date and time of the exam will be announced towards the end of the semester.
