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Mr. Feicht

CLASS PROCEDURES FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR
Welcome to U.S. History and Government!  As a member of this class, it is important to understand the expectations associated for this course.  By meeting and exceeding these expectations, a successful and enjoyable school year is sure to follow.

Classroom Policies:

1. Attendance- Regular attendance is crucial for your success!  The more class that you miss, the more adverse the effect on your grade!

*If your absence was LEGAL, then the assignment is due one day after you return to class.  This policy also applies to tests and quizzes.


*If an absence is ILLEGAL, you will receive a ZERO for any assignment due or missed that day.

*If you sign in after our class or sign out before our class, it is your responsibility to turn in any work that is due that day to me.

2. Lateness- When the bell rings, you are expected to be in your seat and prepared for class.  Habitual tardiness will be reported to the proper Assistant Principal in accordance with school policy.

3. Classroom Conduct-

*Our classroom is viewed as a community, with everyone working together for the benefit for the community as a whole.  If anyone is found being disrespectful or uncivilized to either a fellow classmate, the teacher, or themselves, the proper action will be taken to change the negative environment.

*All work is to be completed on your own unless otherwise specifically mentioned in the assignment directions.  If a student is found doing otherwise, the student(s) involved will receive a ZERO for that portion of the assignment and parents will be contacted.

GRADING- Your success in this class will be evaluated through the following criteria:

1. Homework-   Since we only meet in class for approximately 45 minutes, the student is expected to do some background work on their own time.  Therefore homework will be assigned, on average, three to four times a week.  Unless stated above in the attendance policy, NO HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE!  At the end of the quarter, your homework average will be weighted into your final average.
Each homework assignment will be worth FIVE points, on average, 20-30 assignments per quarter.

IF YOU DO NOT DO YOUR HOMEWORK FOR THIS CLASS, YOU ARE MAKING IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO PASS THIS CLASS!!
2. Quizzes- At the end of the quarter, your quiz average will be weighted into your final average.

Quizzes can be administered in the following fashion:


*Announced at least one day in advance based on notes, homework, etc.


*Based on the previous night’s written homework assignment in which students will be able to use their homework assignment to assist them on the quiz.


*POP QUIZ! Due to the fact that some of the reading assignments will not have a written assignment, it is important for me to make sure that the entire class is completing the required assignments.  Therefore, I reserve the right to give POP quizzes without any advanced notice.

3. Projects- In this class, you will have TWO major research projects, one each semester.  Both of these projects will involve time spent in the library and computer lab, as well as presentations being made to the class as a whole for a grade.  These projects will count as significant portions of your quarterly grades.

4. Essays- Throughout the school year we will be writing essays, whether they are DBQ, Thematic, or personal response essays.  These will be weighted heavily on your grade.

5.Unit Tests- A unit test will be given at the end of every unit, usually with at least Two per quarter.  At the end of the quarter, your unit test average will be weighted up to three times.

6.Final Exam- There will be a cumulative Regents exam based upon all of the material that we have covered this year.  Therefore, a consistent effort is necessary to ensure your success in this course.

OTHER INFORMATION
1. Classroom Supplies:  For this class, a three-ring binder is recommended due to the high volume of papers that you will be expected to have readily available.  Each day of class you are expected to bring a writing utensil and your binder to the classroom.  Textbooks will be used for homework; therefore they are expected to remain home unless otherwise notified.

2. Extra Help:  Please, if you are having any problems or are struggling with any portion of this course; feel free to ask questions both in and out of class.  As I mentioned before, our class is a community, and the questions you are asking are helping others as well.

Extra help for U.S. History will be held Thursdays after school from 2:15 to 3:15.

3. Positive Attitude:  When learning new information, a positive attitude is necessary.  A willingness to work and a desire to succeed can take you a long way in the classroom.  I promise to do my part both in and out of the classroom, but you need to do the same in order for both of us to achieve a positive outcome. 

