September 23, 2011
Dear Parent or Guardian:
Early this morning Union Vale Middle School experienced a false fire alarm at approximately 7:18 a.m.  The false alarm was caused by an accidental triggering of an alarm box located in the main lobby area. The Union Vale Fire Department responded immediately and was able to verify the cause of the problem and declare the school safe to enter for all students, faculty and staff by 7:39 a.m. 
No one was hurt or injured.

The safety of all our students and staff is our highest priority.  We regularly review safety measures and conduct drills with our students and staff so that we are prepared for emergency situations.  We are grateful this false alarm was resolved quickly and we thank our local fire department for their quick assistance. 
  

Please know the UVMS faculty and staff responded immediately and worked collaboratively with the building administrators and district supervisors. The district’s bus drivers and transportation supervisors are to be commended for their prompt and professional response. 

The false alarm went off prior to the 7:20 a.m. bell so students who took a bus to school this morning were still on their buses. All of our entrance doors were supervised. The administrative team, our teachers, our bus drivers, transportation supervisors and support staff handled the in-coming morning buses and car traffic very well keeping all students either on their bus or safely away from the building until we received word from the fire department it was safe to enter.  

I wanted to make sure everyone is aware of this morning’s situation and I thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

Stephen Kerins

Principal

