UNION VALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Home of the Rays     
August 12, 2011
Dear Parents and Students:
Soon we will begin a brand new school year!  It’s always exciting to start or get back to UVMS so we are eager to see all of our students and to get the new school year started. The first day of school for all students is Wednesday, September 7, 2011 – it will be an “A Day”. Please know our custodial crews have been working very hard during this hot summer making sure our school will be super clean and ready for the first day of school.  There is a lot of information in this first bulletin so please read it over and post it on the refrigerator!  One friendly reminder…. please remind your child to complete their summer reading assignment before 09/07/11 arrives!
Parents and students please take a moment to read and look over ALL of the enclosed information.  In addition to this letter, you should possess one (1) copy of your class schedule, one (1) code of conduct summary sheet, one (1) health emergency services form, three (3)  EMERGENCY INFORMATION CARDS  (white, salmon, buff) a permission to publish form, pesticide notification, a Child Health Plus notice, a Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA) letter, a free & reduced lunch form and for 6th graders a computer use waiver form.  We realize filling out the emergency cards three times is a pain, but they are very important – all three cards and the form are used extensively throughout the school year.  Parents, be sure to take a few minutes to fill out COMPLETELY and ACCURATELY all of the information asked for on the cards and form.  BE SURE TO SIGN ALL THREE (3) CARDS!  The cards and form are to be returned to the school on the first day, 9/7/11.  Your son or daughter will be expected to hand ALL THREE CARDS and MEDICAL  FORM to their 1ST PERIOD – HOMEROOM TEACHER.  It is very important this information is accurate, up-to-date and complete. REMEMBER THE NAME(S) LISTED ON THE CARD IS THE ONLY PERSON(S) WE CAN RELEASE YOUR CHILD TO WHEN PICKING UP EARLY. Again, thank you for your help and cooperation regarding this very important safety procedure!
EMERGENCY EARLY DISMISSALS - PARENTS ARE REMINDED TO MAKE EMERGENCY DISMISSAL PLANS WITH THEIR YOUNGSTER(S). DO NOT WAIT UNTIL WINTER. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT WILL ANNOUNCE OVER THE LOCAL RADIO STATIONS IF WE ARE HAVING AN EARLY DISMISSAL. ALSO, MR. KERINS CAN SEND AN E-MAIL MESSAGE OR TEXT MESSAGE TO THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED UP FOR THE NEWSFLASH E-MAIL/TEXT MESSAGE OPTION FROM THE SCHOOL WEB PAGE (NEWSFLASH SECTION).  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT A FAMILY PLAN IS IN PLACE FROM THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.
· THE FIRST DAY of school for ALL STUDENTS is WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 7th – IT WILL BE AN “A” DAY*  Remember 
we follow an alternate day schedule or “A Day” / “B Day” schedule. For example gym classes meet every other class day – A or 
B.  Also, students who play a musical instrument DO NOT have to bring their instrument to school on the first day of  school.
· SCHOOL START TIME – Parents and students it is imperative to be on time for the start of school.  FIRST PERIOD/HOMEROOM STARTS AT 7:32 A.M.  REGULAR AFTERNOON DISMISSAL STARTS AT 2:12 P.M.  
· STUDENTS  Be sure to keep your class schedule in a safe place.  I strongly suggest you copy your schedule into one or two, of your “everyday” notebooks.  *BE SURE TO BRING YOUR SCHEDULE WITH YOU THE FIRST DAY AND FOLLOWING TWO WEEKS OF SCHOOL SO YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHERE TO REPORT EACH PERIOD.  

· STUDENTS  bring two (2) “combination style” locks with you.  Hallway lockers will be assigned during your 9TH period class, gym lockers will be assigned on your first day of gym.
SCHEDULES - Scheduling questions and/or concerns are to be directed to the Guidance Office at 223-8612.  Guidance Counselors return to work Monday, August 29th. Parents and students should know your guidance counselor.
           


Grade 6    Mrs. Nolan-Dolce
                                                Grade 7    Mrs. Gina Hertzog 
           


Grade 8    Mrs. Pugliese
6th GRADE / NEW STUDENT WALK-THROUGH DATES – UMS will be OPEN for INCOMING 6TH GRADERS AND NEW STUDENTS and PARENTS to walk through during the following dates and times:  8/25 (10 AM TO 2 PM) 8/30 (10 AM TO 2 PM) 8/31 (10 AM TO 2 PM and 4 PM TO 6 PM)   Students should become familiar with the building layout, see where classes and offices are located, and hopefully alleviate some first day anxiety.  School locks (COMBINATION MASTERLOCKS) may be purchased during this time in the main office; the cost is $4.00 each or a set of two with the same combination $8.00.  Please Note:  lockers will be assigned on the first day of school.  

6th GRADE Tdap VACCINE AND 7TH GRADE PHYSICAL – ALL 6TH GRADE STUDENTS are to have their Tdap vaccine by their 11th birthday.  ALL 7TH GRADE STUDENTS are required to have a physical on file in the Health Office.  If your child has had a recent sports physical last year then this requirement has been met.  If you need a form, please stop by the Health Office. 
SCHOOL PICTURES - School pictures will be taken on Wednesday, October 12th with a make-up date of November 16th.   There is no obligation to purchase pictures.  All Union Vale Middle School students will be issued an ID card when processed.  The school photography company will mail picture information packets directly to the student’s home.
OPEN HOUSE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 - PARENTS AND GUARDIANS MAY ATTEND EITHER THE AFTERNOON SESSION OR THE EVENING SESSION.  THE AFTERNOON SESSION WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 12:00 NOON AND END AT 2:01 P.M. THE EVENING SESSION WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 7:00 P.M. AND END AT 9:01 P.M.  Parents/Guardians will follow their youngster’s “A Day” schedule through class Periods 1 to 9.  Each period will meet for eight (8) minutes. We allow five minutes between each period so parents/guardians are not rushed to their next class.   ALL STUDENTS WILL BE DISMISSED AT 10 AM ON SEPT. 22ND.
PTA - I encourage all parents and guardians to join the UMS-PTA and to be actively involved in your child’s education.  The first PTA meeting will be on Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 pm in the school’s library. We believe parental involvement is paramount in a child’s successful education.  Teamwork, support, and respect between students, teachers, parents, and administrators, works best for academic and behavioral success.  Please join the UMS-PTA, Thank You!

UNION VALE MIDDLE SCHOOL WEBPAGES – I strongly urge parents and students to visit our school’s webpages.  The school webpage and the faculty webpages created.  You may access the webpages by searching for arlingtonschools.org     OR    http://www.arlingtonschools.org/UnionValeMid/index.html **  SPECIFIC TEAM SUPPLY LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBPAGE PLUS SOME OF THE NON-TEAMED TEACHER SUPPLY LISTS – CHECK IT OUT! 
STUDENT DROP-OFF LOCATION – 7:08 AM TO 7:28 AM  Parents who drive their youngsters to school may drop them off  at our designated drop-off area located on the northeast corner of the building.  (This would be on the far right side of the school looking straight at the front of the building. Please see below!) We insist during the morning busy traffic time (7:08 a.m. to 7:28 a.m.) that ALL non-faculty or staff passenger cars approach the school from the far north driveway which connects the middle school to Vail Farm Elementary School.  Cars will be directed to exit the same way they entered.  Again, please refer to the map below.  School personnel will help direct traffic and establish the regular morning and p.m. drop-off and pick-up procedures during the first two weeks of school. PRIOR TO 7:20 A.M. ALL STUDENTS MUST ENTER THE BUILDING VIA THE MAIN LOBBY DOORS.  NO STUDENT IS ALLOWED TO ENTER THE ACADEMIC AREAS OF THE BUILDING UNTIL THE 7:20 A.M. BELL RINGS.  HOMEROOM / FIRST PERIOD BEGINS AT 7:32 A.M. 

INTRAMURALS – After school UVMS Fall intramurals will start after the first Monday of the school year, September 12, 2011.  Students should listen to morning announcements and/or check the guidance hallway bulletin board for start-up and reporting dates and times for intramurals.  Parents and students are encouraged to visit the school’s webpage for information also. Intramurals are open to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  It is very important parents and students know where the late bus will drop you off!  THE SCHOOL WEB PAGE POSTS OUR DAILY BULLETIN WHICH WILL HAVE UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION REGARDING ALL AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES FOR THAT DAY.  WE TRY TO POST THE BULLETIN BY 9:30 A.M. EACH DAY.
3:45  LATE BUS – MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAYS…. Parents and students should be aware the District’s 3:45 late buses make “main route” runs when dropping students off.  Drop off locations are NOT the same as the 2:15 pm dismissal run.  Be sure to check the bus “drop off” route, copies of the bus routes will be posted in school’s main office and main lobby, or you can call the district transportation office (486-4955) for late bus run information.  **REMEMBER DUE TO DISTRICT BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS THE 4:15 PM LATE BUS RUN HAVE BEEN ELIMINATED AND THERE WILL BE NO 3:45 PM LATE BUS RUN ON FRIDAYS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR. 
Looking forward to a great 2011-2012 school year!  Enjoy the rest of your summer and see you during the walk-thru or on 9/7/11!
Sincerely,

_________________________
Stephen Kerins
Principal

