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BIOGRAPHY

BIOGRAPHY:  from the Greek


Bio- (life)


-graph (something written or recorded)

A BIOGRAPHY is the story of someone’s life, written by another person.

An AUTOBIOGRAPHY is the story of a person’s life, written by that person.


Auto-  (of or for oneself)

Single biographies are books written about a single person.  In the library, these books are found under the Dewey number 921.  The first three letters of the subject’s last name make up the second part of the Call Number.

George Washington:  921 WAS                Rosa Parks:  921 PAR

Sometimes these biographies can be found under a subject category.  For example, a biography of Babe Ruth might be located in the 921’s or with the baseball books (796.357).  In our library, they are most often found in the biography section.

Collected biographies are books containing the biographies of several different people.  Usually, they are grouped by something they have in common:  presidents, heroes, artists, or a time period are some examples.  Collected biographies can be found under the Dewey number 920.  We use the first three letters of the author’s last name for the call number.
Lives of the Artists by Kathleen Krull:  920 KRU
There are also biographical dictionaries and encyclopedias.  These are comprised of short articles about many famous people.  These are usually in the reference section under 920.  Of course, general encyclopedias will also have biographical information.
When using OPAC to find material about a famous person, type in the person’s last name, then the first name.


Washington, George Carver


Ellington, Duke

You can then select a subject or a keyword search.  A keyword search will usually give you more results.

