Arlington High School
Social Studies Honors Summer Program – 2010
The Honors summer program has been designed to broaden the scope and depth of your reading, writing and thinking.  
We hope it will also provide you with new and enjoyable experiences using literature in social studies.
The summer reading requirements for 9th grade Global History Honors are as follows:
Students are to select and read TWO of the books from the list below.

· Achebe, Chinua.    Things Fall Apart.  Anchor- Doubleday, 1954

· Beah, Ishmael.      A Long Way Gone.  Farrar, Stauss, and Giroux, 2007.

· Mathabane, Mark    Kaffir Boy. Free Press, 1998.

The books are available at local libraries, bookstores and online.

Please note:  
It is not required that you take notes on the books selected but it is highly recommended that you use 
the attached questions as study guides.    
Questions from the readings will be addressed during the first few weeks of school.

You will be then be evaluated on the material in short essay form on September 20, 2010.  

Any questions regarding this summer assignment should be addressed to Mrs. Gaw, 
Social Studies Coordinator at the high school.

EMAIL mgaw@acsdny.org. 
TELEPHONE 4864860 ext. 2206.  

IN PERSON  Mrs. Gaw will be at Arlington High School on August 2 – 6 
                        from 9:00 am to 12:00pm in room 2206.






Study Guide Questions 







For






  Things Fall Apart

1. For the following individuals, identify:

a. Relationship to Okonkwo

b. Opinion of Okonkwo

c. Okonkwo’s opinion of them

Individuals:

· Ikemefuna

· Nwoye

· Ekwefi

· Ezinma

· Obierika

2. Compare the religion of Okonkwo’s people and the Christianity of Mr. Brown and describe Okonkwo’s tribe’s view of the new faith.  Cite a minimum of three specific examples from the text to support your answer.
3. Explain the structure and importance of family to the people of Umuofia and the surrounding villages.  Include specific examples from Okonkwo’s family and from other families described in the book.  

4. In chapter 15, Uchendu says to his company, “The world has no end, and what is good among one people is an abomination with others.” Describe a traditional Ibo practice that was considered an ‘abomination’ by the whites? According to the Ibo, why was it necessary? What British practices were seen as ‘abominations’ to the Ibo? Why? 

5. Did the Ibo treat the whites fairly? Did the whites treat the Ibo fairly? Explain you answers by citing specific examples from the book.    






Study Guide Questions







 For






 A Long Way Gone
1. Discuss the role of American hip-hop culture in creating a ‘soundtrack’ for Ishmael’s life.  Why are rappers so appealing to him?
2. Chapter eight closes with the image of villagers running fearfully from Ishmael and his friends, believing that the seven boys are rebels.  How do they overcome these negative assumptions in communities that have begun to associate the boys’ appearance with evil.

3. a. When Ishmael arrives at the fortified village of Yele in chapter 12, what do you   discover about the way he began his military career? 
    Was his and his friends’ service necessary? Did Ishmael have a choice in becoming a child soldier? Cite specific examples to defend your view.

       b. Ishmael tells us that some of the boys who had been rehabilitated with him later became soldiers again.  Why?  
             What factors ensured that he could remain a civilian?

4. How did Ishmael’s concept of family change throughout the memoir, from his early life in Mattru Jong, to the reunion with his uncle, to his arrival in America?

5. It takes many weeks before Ishmael feels comfortable with the relief workers’ refrain that these events are not his fault.  What destructive beliefs had he become fixated on? What extreme situations and substances had his mind and body become addicted to? 






Study Guide Questions 






           For






   Kaffir Boy

1. Early in the book Mathabane encounters the injustices of apartheid.  What is apartheid?  Explain what you believe is the justification of this 

treatment to the black community.

2. Choose three examples of how apartheid was carried out towards Mathabane’s people and discuss the how this treatment affects their lives.

3. When Mathabane’s father tries to instill in him the traditional values of his tribe Mathabane does not react positively.  Discuss the motivation behind his father’s wishes and how these early life lessons will impact Mathabane’s later life.  Also, discuss how his mother and father differ about what they want for their son’s future.

4. Describe the Sharpeville Massacre and the Soweto Riots.  Discuss the impact these events had on Mathabane and his people.
5. The publisher of Kaffir Boy said that the book was an, “extraordinary memoir of life under apartheid [that] is a triumph of the human spirit over hatred and unspeakable degradation”. Do you agree? Why or why not?      

