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11 Birthdays. Mass, Wendy.  New York: Scholastic Press, 2009.   

After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, Amanda and Leo, having fallen out on their tenth and not speaking to each other for the last year, prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday separately but peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to repeat itself over and over again.

The 100-Year-Old Secret. Barrett, Tracy. New York: Henry Holt, 2008.  
Xena and Xander Holmes, an American brother and sister living in London for a year, discover that Sherlock Holmes was their great-great-great grandfather when they are inducted into the Society for the Preservation of Famous Detectives and given his unsolved casebook, from which they attempt to solve the case of a famous missing painting.

Alexander The Great Rocks the World. Shecter, Vicky.  Plain City, OH: Darby Creek Pub., 2006.  
Describes the life and accomplishments of Alexander the Great of Macedonia.

America Dreaming: How Youth Changed America In The Sixties. Hill, Laban Carrick. New York: Little, Brown, 2007.  
Presents a comprehensive examination of how American youth changed the culture of the 1960s, looking at the Civil Rights movement, the hippie generation, feminism, and anti-war demonstrators.

Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring. Greenberg, Jan.  New York: Flash Point, 2010.  

Tells the story behind the creation of "Appalachian Spring," describing Aaron Copland's composition and Martha Graham's intense choreography.
The Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child. Miller, Donalyn. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2009.

Sixth grade teacher Donalyn Miller describes the instructional approach she uses to turn children into readers, based on a combination of individual choice, a program of independent reading, a collection of high-interest books, and appropriate and authentic reading behavior modeling. (Professional)
Cities of the Dead: Finding Lost Civilizations. Rinaldo, Denise.  New York: Franklin Watts, 2008.  
Explains how archeologists work together to try and find ancient civilizations and lost cities around the world.

Cloaked In Red. Vande Velde, Vivian. New York:  Marshall Cavendish, 2010.  
A collection of eight short stories that retell the tale of Little Red Riding Hood from a different                viewpoint.

Dark Emperor & Other Poems Of The Night. Sidman, Joyce.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2010.  
A collection of poems that celebrates the wonder, mystery, and danger of the night and describes the many things that hide in the dark.

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories. Janeczko, Paul B. Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press, 2010. 
A collection of true spy stories from throughout the history of the United States, discussing personalities, missions, traitors, technological advances, and more.
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate. Kelly, Jacqueline.  New York: Henry Holt and Co., 2009.  
In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery.
Extreme Scientists: Exploring Nature's Mysteries From Perilous Places. Jackson, Donna M. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2009. 

Profiles three extreme scientists who risk their lives to conduct research in some of the world's most intense environments, describing the experiences of scientists studying hurricanes, cave microbes, and forest canopies.

Fat Cat. Brande, Robin. New York: Knopf, 2009. 
Overweight teenage Catherine embarks on a high school science project in which she must emulate the ways of hominids, the earliest ancestors of human beings, by eating an all-natural diet and foregoing technology.

Freak. Pixley, Marcella Fleischman. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.  
Twelve-year-old Miriam, poetic, smart, and quirky, is considered a freak by the popular girls at her middle school, and she eventually explodes in response to their bullying, revealing an inner strength she did not know she had.

Freedom Song: Young Voices And The Struggle For Civil Rights. Turck, Mary.  Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 2009. 

Explores how songs helped strengthen the Civil Rights movement, discusses how churches and other groups created new songs from existing religious and secular music, and includes an audio CD with music by the Chicago Children's Choir.

The Frog Scientist. Turner, Pamela S.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2009.  
This is the story of one man's commitment to frogs--and to the health of the environment. (Scientists in the Field series) 
The Fruit Bowl Project: A Novel. Durkee, Sarah.  New York: Yearling, 2006.
An admittedly "dork" middle-school teacher arranges for a rock superstar to teach her eighth-grade students, who each tell a story about the same topic, in the style of a rap, poem, monologue, screenplay, haiku, fairytale, and more.
The Gettysburg National Military Park: A MyReportLinks.com Book. Warrick, Karen Clemens.  Berkeley Heights, NJ: MyReportLinks.com Books, 2005.  
Provides background on the Gettysburg National Military Park, featuring an overview of the Civil War, discussing the pivotal battle at Gettysburg, and its subsequent dedication as a cemetery, and         including links to Internet sources of additional information.

Graphing Natural Disasters. Somervill, Barbara A.  Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2010. 

Explains how graphs and charts can be used to help students learn about natural disasters, describing the different types of graphing that can aid them in organizing data related to volcanoes, earthquakes, hurricanes, landslides, and other topics. (Real World Data series)
Guys Read: Funny Business. Scieszka, Jon. New York: Walden Pond Press, 2010. 

A collection of humorous stories featuring a teenaged mummy, a homicidal turkey, and the world's largest pool of chocolate milk.

Heist Society. Carter, Ally.  New York: Disney Hyperion Books, 2010.  
Fifteen-year-old Kat schemes her way into the best boarding school, hoping to leave the thieving antics of her family behind her, but Hal, a former co-conspirator, appears on campus to tell Kat that a powerful mobster believes her father stole art from a priceless collection, and in order to save him, Kat will have to recover the paintings.
Honey Bees: Letters from the Hive. Buchmann, Stephen L.   New York: Delacorte Press, 2010. 

Traces the natural history of bees and honey, focusing on how they have impacted the lives of humans from prehistory to the present.
How Does a Rocket Work? Eason, Sarah.  New York: Gareth Stevens, 2010.  
Explains the inner workings of rockets, featuring labeled diagrams and information on each part’s function, along with photographs and facts about the history of rocketry, satellites, space shuttles, and more.

If I stay. Forman, Gayle.  New York: Speak, 2010.  
While in a coma following an automobile accident that killed her parents and younger brother, seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, weights whether to live with her grief or join her family in death.

In a flash. Walters, Eric.  Custer, WA: Orca Book Publishers, 2008.  
Oswald and Ian, leaders and participants in a series of flash mobs, decide to use their organization skills to create a peaceful protest when the school principal cancels the school dance.

Invasion of the Relatives. Stadler, Alexander.  New York: Scholastic, 2009.  
First Officer Julian Rodriguez, imaginary space warrior, must endure the odious and unhygienic festivities of genetically linked mini-brains when members of his extended family visit over the holidays.

Inventing Elliot. Gardner, Graham.  New York: Speak, 2005.
Fourteen-year-old Elliot Sutton arrives at his new high school determined he is not going to become a target for teasing; however, when a group of upperclassmen called the Guardians, who are obsessed with power, try to recruit him, Elliot must make a difficult decision. 
It’s a Book. Smith, Lane. New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2010.

Two readers compare a print to digital media, and learn books are still valuable.
Janis Joplin: Rise Up Singing. Angel, Ann.  New York: Amulet Books, 2010.  
A biography of rock musician Janis Joplin, with photographs and anecdotes from those who knew her, covering her work to improve as a singer, struggle against authority, and love for her mother.

Kaleidoscope Eyes. Bryant, Jennifer.  New York: Knopf, 2009.  
In 1968, with the Vietnam War raging, thirteen-year-old Lyza inherits a project from her deceased grandfather, who had been using his knowledge of maps and the geography of Lyza's New Jersey hometown to locate the lost treasure of Captain Kidd.

Keeping the Moon. Dessen, Sarah.  New York: Speak, 2004.

Fifteen-year-old Colie, a former fat girl, spends the summer working as a waitress in a beachside restaurant, staying with her overweight and eccentric Aunt Mira, and trying to explore her sense of self.
The lady, Or the Tiger? Stockton, Frank Richard.  Mankato, Minn.: Creative Education, 2008.  
An accused man must choose which door a beautiful lady stands behind or be torn to shreds by the tiger waiting behind the other door.

Lafayette and the American Revolution. Freedman, Russell. New York: Holiday House, 2010. 

Examines the role of the Marquis de Lafayette in the American Revolution, discussing how the nineteen-year-old defied the king of France to join the fight for liberty in the United States
Masterpiece. Broach, Elise.  New York: Holt/Christy Ottaviano Books, 2008.  
Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as an eleventh birthday gift for James, a human with whom he shares a house, the two new friends work together to help recover a Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Michael Jackson: King of Pop. Pratt, Mary K.  Edina, Minn.:  ABDO, 2010.  
An exploration of the life and career of Michael Jackson that discusses his childhood, family, success, personal relationships, controversy, and untimely death.

Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles. Daniels, Harvey. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2004. 

Presents 45 short, practical lessons for literature circles and includes student examples, reproducible forms, recommended reading lists, and strategies for encouraging reading among students. (Professional)
Mockingbird : (Mok'ing-bûrd). Erskine, Kathryn.  New York: Philomel Books, 2010.  
Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends at school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father.

Moon Over Manifest. Vanderpool, Clare.  New York: Delacorte Press, 2010.  
Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas. (Newbery Award, 2011)
Mr. Lincoln's High-Tech War: How The North Used the Telegraph, Railroads, Surveillance Balloons, Iron-Clads, High-Powered Weapons, and More to Win the Civil War.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2009. 

Examines how Abraham Lincoln's interest in technology played a role in the outcome of the Civil War; and explains how the telegraph, railroads, surveillance balloons, and other inventions helped the North win the war and rebuild the economy.

No More! : Stories and Songs of Slave Resistance. Rappaport, Doreen.  Cambridge, Mass.: Candlewick Press, 2002.  
Chronicles the experiences of twelve African Americans who struggled to gain dignity and freedom from

slavery; includes information on the different forms of slave resistance.

Nonfiction Matters: Reading, Writing, and Research in Grades 3-8. Harvey, Stephanie.  York, Me.: Stenhouse Publishers, 1998.  
A guide to bringing nonfiction into the curriculum in third through eighth-grade classrooms, with strategies and ideas for reading nonfiction, conducting research, and writing reports. (Professional)
The Odyssey: A Graphic Novel. Hinds, Gareth. Somerville, Mass.: Candlewick Press, 2010.  
Retells, in graphic novel format, Homer's epic tale of Odysseus, the ancient Greek hero who encounters witches and other obstacles on his journey home after fighting in the Trojan War.
One Crazy Summer. Williams-Garcia, Rita.  New York:  Amistad, 2010.  
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the

mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp.
Pop. Korman, Gordon.  New York: Balzer + Bray, 2009. 

Lonely after a midsummer move to a new town, sixteen-year-old high-school quarterback Marcus Jordan becomes friends with a retired professional linebacker who is great at training him, but whose childish behavior keeps Marcus in hot water.
Rapunzel's Revenge. Hale, Shannon.  New York:  Bloomsbury, 2008.  
Rapunzel, having grown up in a lovely castle with the woman she thought was her mother, is placed               in a very tall hollow tree as punishment after her curiosity prompts her to climb the castle wall and look at the ruin of the world beyond her home, but she is able to escape and with the help of Jack, embarks on a plan to free the land from the grip of the witch.

The Robin Makes a Laughing Sound: A Birder's Journal. Wolf, Sallie.  Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 2010. 
Provides information, sketches, and journaling prompts for bird-watchers.

The Rumpelstiltskin Problem. Vande Velde, Vivian.  New York: Scholastic, 2001. 

A collection of variations on the familiar story of a boastful miller and the daughter he claims can spin straw into gold.

Scrawl: A Novel. Shulman, Mark.  New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2010.  
When eighth-grade school bully Tod and his friends get caught committing a crime on school property, his penalty--staying after school and writing in a journal under the eye of the school guidance counselor- counselor--reveals aspects of himself that he prefers to keep hidden.
A Sick Day For Amos Mcgee. Stead, Philip Christian. New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2010.  Zookeeper Amos McGee, who is adored by all the animals, gets some unexpected guests while home sick one day. (Caldecott Award, 2011)
Smokestacks And Spinning Jennys. Price, Sean.  Chicago:  Raintree, 2007. Examines the Industrial Revolution, providing information on inventions, types of employment, child labor, immigration, and prominent people of the era.
Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network that Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement.  Bowers, Rick.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2010.

Chronicles how the Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission attempted to halt racial 
integration in the 1950s and 1960s through an extensive propaganda effort to label civil rights 
leaders and their followers as communists.
The Strange Case Of Origami Yoda. Angleberger, Tom.  New York:  Amulet Books, 2010.  
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda.

Swimming Upstream: Middle School Poems. George, Kristine O'Connell.  New York: Clarion Books, 2002.  
A collection of poems captures the feelings and experiences of a girl in middle school.
Swish: The Quest for Basketball's Perfect Shot. Stewart, Mark.  Minneapolis, MN: Millbrook Press, 2009.  
Photographs and text describe noteworthy shots from throughout basketball's history, and includes brief profiles of top-scoring players, such as Michael Jordan, Charlotte Smith, and others.
They Called Themselves The K.K.K.: The Birth Of An American Terrorist Group. Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010.  
Documents the history and origin of the Ku Klux Klan from its beginning in Pulaski, Tennessee, and provides personal accounts, congressional documents, diaries, and more.

Thirteen Reasons Why: A Novel. Asher, Jay.  New York: Razorbill, 2007.  
High school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing seven cassette tapes recorded by his crush, Hannah Baker, who committed suicide, and spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death.

This Is Just To Say: Poems Of Apology And Forgiveness. Sidman, Joyce.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  
A collection of poems written by a number of sixth-grade students who write poems of apology to someone, and a collection of responses in poetry form.

Timeline of the Middle Ages. Samuels, Charlie.  New York: Gareth Stevens, 2010. 

Contains subject time lines and a time line running throughout the pages, along with historical facts, illustrations, and photographs, that provide information about key events and significant individuals during the Middle Ages.

Trash Crisis On Earth! Stadler, Alexander.  New York: Scholastic, 2008.  
Eight-year-old Julian Rodriguez is sent to his room for refusing to take out the trash, and imagines that he is a space warrior.

The Tuskegee Airmen. De Capua, Sarah.  Mankato, MN: Child's World, 2009.  
Profiles the African-American men who served as pilots in the Tuskegee Airmen unit during World War II.

We Shall Overcome: A Song That Changed The World. Stotts, Stuart.  Boston: Clarion Books, 2010.  
Examines the origins of the popular protest song, and describes the role the song played in civil rights, labor, and anti-war movements in America. Includes an audio CD with a performance by Pete Seeger.

Wintergirls. Anderson, Laurie Halse. New York: Viking, 2009. 

Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder.

Woods Runner. Paulsen, Gary. New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2010.  
Read by Danny Campbell.  
From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a highly skilled woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers and Native Americans who kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community. Includes historical notes.
Writing a Screenplay. Miles, Liz.  Chicago: Raintree, 2010. 

Text and photographs examine the process of writing a screenplay, discussing story, characters, setting, dialogue, and other related topics. Includes activities. (Culture in Action series)
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