Middle School

Fiction
Abbott, Tony.  Firegirl. New York: Little, Brown, 2006.  
A middle school boy's life is changed when Jessica, a girl disfigured by burns, starts attending his Catholic school while receiving treatment at a local hospital.

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2008.  
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.

Barron, T. A.  Merlin's Dragon.  New York, NY: Philomel Books, 2008.  Basil, a small, flying lizard who is searching for others like himself, discovers that there is more to him than he knows, as he becomes engaged in Avalon's great war between the evil Rhita Gawr and the forces of good.

Dessen, Sarah.  Lock and Key: A Novel.  New York: Viking, 2008.

When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and learns about Cora's new life, what makes a family, how to allow people to help her when she needs it, and that she too has something to offer others.

Ellis, Ann Dee.  Everything is Fine. New York: Little, Brown and Co. Books for Young Readers, 2009.  
When her father leaves for a job out of town, Mazzy is left at home to try to cope with her mother, who has been severely depressed since the death of Mazzy's baby sister.

Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard Book. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.  
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly creatures. (Newbery Award, 2009)
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Eleven.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2008.  
When Sam, who can barely read, discovers an old newspaper clipping just before his eleventh birthday, it brings forth memories from his past, and, with the help of a new friend at school and the castle they are building for a school project, his questions are eventually answered.

Hale, Shannon.  Book of A Thousand Days.  New York: Bloomsbury, 2007.  Fifteen-year-old Dashti, sworn to obey her sixteen-year-old mistress, the Lady Saren, shares Saren's years of punishment locked in a tower, then brings her safely to the lands of her true love, where both must hide who they are as they work as kitchen maids.
Law, Ingrid.  Savvy. Boston, MA: Dial Books for Young Readers, 2008. (Newbery Honor, 2009)
Maddox, Jake.  Skate Park Challenge.  Minneapolis, MN: Stone Arch Books, 2007.  
Despite sabotage that put him in a wrist brace for two weeks, Nick is determined to win an upcoming skateboarding competition.

Roy, Jennifer.  Yellow Star. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2006.  
From 1939, when Syvia is four and a half years old, to 1945 when she has just turned ten, a Jewish girl and her family struggle to survive in Poland's Lodz ghetto during the Nazi occupation.

Spinelli, Jerry.  Smiles to Go.  1st ed.  New York: Joanna Cotler Books, 2008.  

Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science and common sense but in ninth grade, shaken up by the discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the entire world differently and gains new perspective on his relationships with his little sister and two closest friends.

Stewart, Trenton Lee.  The Mysterious Benedict Society And The Perilous Journey.  Boston: Little, Brown, 2008. 


Reynie, Kate, Sticky, and Constance, all graduates of the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened and members of the Benedict Society, embark on a scavenger hunt that turns into a desperate search for the missing Mr. Benedict.

Uehashi, Nahoko.  Moribito: Guardian of the Spirit. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 2008.  

The wandering warrior Balsa is hired to protect Prince Chagum from both a mysterious monster and the prince's father, the Mikado.

Winerip, Michael.  Adam Canfield, Watch Your Back! Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2007.  

A much-welcomed snow day turns into an embarrassing nightmare for middle-grader Adam Canfield when, after being mugged by high school bullies for his snow-shoveling money, he becomes the focus of major media attention just as his co-editors at The Slash are launching a contest to oust bullies at their school.
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