Ninth Grade Honors Social Studies

The incoming 9th grade honors students will choose 2 of the following 3 titles to read over the summer.

 

1. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
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“... it depicts the rise and fall of Okonkwo, a Nigerian whose sense of manliness is more akin to that of his warrior ancestors than to that of his fellow clansmen who have converted to Christianity and are appeasing the British administrators who infiltrate their village. ...”

(from School Library Journal)
2. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
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"This is the powerful, poignant story of Ishmael Beah, who grew up in Sierra Leone, and at age twelve was displaced and torn from his family because of war, and began to wander with a group of displaced boys, who endured brutal hardships and were also taught to kill and brutalize people before maturity. Later on, Beah joins the government forces and eventually finds himself in a program to rehabilitate children who have become soldiers, and later on he escapes all of this as a refugee to USA....”

(Greg Mortenson, author of Three Cups of Tea)

3. Kaffir Boy: An Autobiography: The True Story of a Black Youth's Coming of Age in    Apartheid South Africa Mark Mathabane
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“In this powerful account of growing up black in South Africa, a young writer makes us feel intensely the horrors of apartheid.”

(Publishers Weekly)

