Web Site Evaluation Checklist 

Anyone can publish a page on the Internet.  There are no editors checking for the accuracy or bias of information on web sites. Use this checklist to help you determine the usefulness of each site you consider for your research. 

	 
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Authority (Who?)
	 
	 
	 

	Who wrote this page?  An individual, an organization?
	 
	 
	 

	Is the author qualified to write about this topic?
	 
	 
	 

	Is there a link to the home page providing information about the author and sponsor?
	 
	 
	 

	Did the author include a list of sources used to create the page?
	 
	 
	 

	Tip: Look for an “about” link. Check the homepage; look at the parts of the URL.
	
	
	

	Content (What?)
	 
	 
	 

	Does the information appear to be accurate?
	 
	 
	 

	Does the page agree with other information that you've already found?
	 
	 
	 

	Is this page easy to use?
	 
	 
	 

	Is this information useful for your purpose?
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose (Why?)
	 
	 
	 

	Does this page provide unbiased information?
	 
	 
	 

	Does this page try to persuade the reader to a particular viewpoint?
	 
	 
	 

	Does this page try to sell anything?
	 
	 
	 

	Is this page designed mainly to entertain?
	 
	 
	 

	Tip:  Think! Does it Persuade? Inform? Sell? Entertain?
	
	
	

	Currency (When?)
	 
	 
	 

	Is the information current?
	 
	 
	 

	Can you identify when this page was written?
	 
	 
	 

	Has the page been recently updated or revised?
	 
	 
	 

	Tip: Is the information outdated? Does it matter for the information you need?
	
	
	

	Coverage (Where?)
	 
	 
	 

	Does the site include a table of contents or index?
	 
	 
	 

	Is the site easy to navigate?
	 
	 
	 

	Tip: Are there mistakes? References?
	
	
	

	Other
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Don’t forget to cite your sources.  The Noodletools site will help you.  Get to it through our library website to access your account.
