Les Compositions:  Une histoire d’une image

-  Directions for Regents writing task that involving writing about a picture:


In French, write a story about the situation shown in the picture below.  It must be a story relating to the picture, not a description of a picture.  Do not write a dialogue.


To tell your story, which may include things you think might happen before or after the picture, you may use either the present tense or the past tenses, but NOT both! As emphasized in the directions, you CANNOT write dialogue in your answer. So, how do you describe what people say?  There are few verbs that you can use:


DIRE = to say, to tell   (p.p. dit)  (use que to say what is said)



je dis


nous disons



tu dis


vous dites



il/elle dit

vous disent

Le mécanicien dit qu’il ne peut pas réparer la voiture.
The mechanic says that he cannot fix the car.

Other useful words for speaking include: (and can be followed by que = that)

demander (si..) – to ask, request (if...)


affirmer – to affirm


articiuler – to articulate, utter


assurer (à ... que) – to assure (to... that)


déclarer – to declare, report


expliquer – to explain


exprimer - to express


raconter (à)– to tell, describe (a story)


répondre – to answer

* Remember for parler, you use à and de (you talk to someone about something)

*If you are using the past tense in your description with dialogue, with verbs like dire que, expliquer que, penser que, croire que, maintenir que (to maintain that), etc, you have to use the follow sequence of tense:



First Verb



Second Verb



present tense (


present tense or imperfect


Elle explique qu’elle a/avait un pneu crevé

She explains that she has/ had a flat tire



past tense (passé composé) (
imperfect


Elle a dit qu’elle avait un pneu crevé

She said that she had a flat tire. 

There are a few verbs that follow the pattern à quelqu’un + de + inf :

commander à quelqu’un de – to order someone to do something

demander à quelqu’un de – to ask someone to do something 

dire à quelqu’un de – to tell someone to do something

offrir à quelqu’un de – to offer someone to do something

proposer à quelqu’un de – to propose to someone to do something

recommander à quelqu’un de – to recommend to someone to do something
suggérer à quelqu’un de –  to suggest to someone to do something

téléphoner à quelqu’un de – to telephone someone to do something

-there are two ways to express POSSESSION:


1. using de  :  C’est la voiture de ma mère  That’s my mother’s car


2. using a possessive adjective:

	
	Masculine (before vowel)
	Feminine
	Plural

	My
	Mon
	Ma
	Mes

	Your (s)
	Ton
	Ta
	Tes

	His/her/its
	Son
	Sa
	Ses

	Our
	Notre
	Nos

	Your (pl)
	Votre
	Vos

	Their
	Leur
	Leurs


- You can use pendant que in your descriptions to mean while:


Pendant que la femme parle au téléphone, le méchanicien travaille.
While the woman talks on the phone, the mechanic works.

