Name_____________________________________


Number______

Study Guide for the Test on 

United States Government

[image: image1.png]



Directions:  Study the information in this packet for a unit test to be given this Friday.  
1. The United States needed a new government after the Revolutionary War.  The government that they were working under granted by the “Articles of Confederation” gave all power to the separate states.  Therefore, each state had its own state constitution or government.

2. The newly formed United States of America needed a new federal government that would have strong central powers.  

3. During the second continental congress in Philadelphia during the summer of 1787 the delegates kept the doors and windows closed because they did not want anything that they discussed to leak out to the public.  They wanted to keep everything secret until the constitution was complete.  

4. The United States Constitution is the basis for our government.  It is the oldest existing government still at work today on earth.  

5. The Constitution is a living document.  This means that as the times change and the needs of the citizens change the constitution can be amended or changed too.  

6. All countries have constitutions.  Some constitutions are written down and some are not.
7. Our government can make amendments to the constitution if a need arises.  Times are changing, so the constitution may have to change with the needs of the citizens during modern times.
8. At the convention James Madison volunteered to write everything down because he wanted to make sure that everything was known and also preserved for history.  

9. The smaller states disagreed with the Virginia Plan because it said that the number of representatives from each state should depend upon the population of the state.  Large states would get more representatives than the smaller states.  

10.   The delegates from the larger states did not like the New Jersey Plan because it said that all states should have an equal amount of representatives in Congress.  

11. The smaller and larger states agreed upon the Connecticut Compromise.  This said that the delegates to the House of Representatives would be dependent on the population of each state.  (Larger states would have more delegates).  The Senate would have an equal number of representatives (two from each state).  

12. 
The 3 Branches of Government include:

· The Legislative  Branch

· The Executive Branch

· The Judicial Branch

13. 
The Legislative Branch makes the laws

14. 
The Executive Branch enforces the laws.

15. 
The Judicial Branch interprets the laws.

16. 
The framers decided to make three branches of government because they wanted a separation of power.  They did not want any one person or group of people to hold all of the power.

17.  
Alexander Hamilton felt that it was important for the delegates to establish a constitution shortly after the Revolutionary War because the states had all the power at this point under the Articles of Confederation.  Hamilton favored a federal government with strong central powers.  There were lots of war damages and the states could not make citizens pay taxes –only a federal government could do that.  

18. 
A dictatorship is a government where one person or a group of people hold all of the power.  

19. 
A democracy is a government for the people, of the people and by the people.   It favors people’s rights, freedoms and responsibilities as citizens.  

20.   
After breaking away from British rule and King George III the USA wanted a democracy not a dictatorship because they did not want the government to be in the hands of one person or a small group of people.  

21.   
The constitution established the government of the USA.  It set forth a separation of power in order to create three branches:  Legislative, Executive and Judicial.

22.   
Our constitution establishes these three branches in the first three articles:  Articles I, II, and III.  

23. 
The Legislative branch includes Congress which is broken into two groups:  the Senate and the House of Representatives.  

24. 
The Senate has 100 senators (two from each state).

25.   
Each congress member is elected to office.  
26. 
The House of Representatives has 435 representatives.  The number of reps from each state depends on the population of that state.  Highly populated states have a greater number of reps that lesser populated states.  

27.   
The purpose of the legislative branch is to make laws.  

28.   
How a Bill Becomes a Law:  

First, a bill is set forth by a person or group of people in congress.  It must be voted on and get a majority in the house and the senate to move on to the president.  The president may ratify or approve the bill and then it becomes a law.  Or, he may veto it (send it back for revision in congress).  If a veto occurs, congress can override the veto by obtaining a 2/3 majority vote in both the house and the senate.  If the 2/3 majority is not received then the bill must be revised and the process must start all over again.  

29. The Many Hats of the President

Chief Executive:  Makes sure all laws are obeyed.  Appoints officials to his cabinet, and prepares a budget for the USA.

Head of State:  The fun job!  Our nation’s representative to the world!  Invites leaders from other countries to visit the USA.  He also visits other countries.  He gives out awards to outstanding citizens and attends historical celebrations and ceremonies such as dinners, funerals, parades and other events.  

Legislative Leader:  The president can initiate legislation. Even though he does not have the power to pass laws, he can ratify or approve them.  He can also veto them.

National Leader:  He considers what is best for our country.  He promotes American business and commerce.  He shares America’s beliefs and ideals with the rest of the world.  

Chief Diplomat:  The president makes treaties with other countries and appoints international ambassadors with the senate’s approval.  He helps nations at war to find peace.  

Commander in Chief:  The president is the head of the military.  He cannot declare war, but he can decide whether or not to use nuclear weapons.

Party Leader:  The president is the head of his political party:  Democrat or Republican.  He lobbies to help his fellow party members to be elected to congress.  
30.   The president appoints people to help him in his cabinet.  

Some of the departments in the president’s cabinet include the department of:

Housing and Urban Development

Agriculture

Transportation

Education

Commerce

Health and Human Services

Justice                                              Energy

31.  
A president is elected every four years.  

32. 
He can serve up to two full terms.  One term is equal to four years.  A president can serve for a maximum of eight years.  

33. 
The president lives in the white house on 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.
34.   
The judicial branch interprets the laws.  It decides if something is unconstitutional (goes against the ideas on the constitution).  

35.   
There are nine Supreme Court justices.  

36.   
Justices serve for life or until they decide to retire.  

37.   
The president has the power to appoint Supreme Court justices.  

38.   
There is a series of checks and balances so that each branch can check the other.  These checks and balances serve to ensure that no single branch has too much power.  

39.   
The Executive Branch checks the legislative branch with the veto power.

40.   
The Judicial branch checks the legislative and executive branches with judicial review.

41. 
Judicial review says that the judicial branch can decide that a law is unconstitutional of goes against the constitution.  

42.   
The Legislative branch can check the executive branch with the 2/3 majority vote after a veto.
