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Mrs. Moschetto

Vocabulary/ Science


Science Vocabulary 

Chapters 1 & 2

Directions:  Study the words and definitions below.  There will be a test on Friday.

1) organism  -any living thing.

2) habitat –an environment that provides the things that the organism needs to live, grow, and reproduce from its environment.

3) biotic factors –the living parts of a habitat are called biotic factors –i.e. grass, seeds, plants, berries, other animals that may be predators or prey.

4) abiotic factors –the non-living parts of an organism’s habitat such as water, soil, sunlight, oxygen, and temperature.

5) population –all the members of one species in one particular area.

6) species –a group of organisms that are physically similar and that can mate with each other and produce offspring which can also mate.

7) community –all the different populations that live together in a certain area.

8) ecosystem –the community of organisms that live in a particular area, along with their non-living surroundings.

9) ecology –the study of how things interact with each other and with the environment.

10) photosynthesis –the process by which green plants make their own food.  
11) Estimate –an approximation or guess as to how many things there are in a certain population.
12) Birth rate –the number of births in a population in a certain period of time.
13) Death rate - the number of deaths in a population in a certain period of time.  Changes in population size include:  birth rate, death rate, immigration and emigration.

14) Immigration –when an organism moves into a population.
15) Emigration - when an organism moves out of a population.
16) Population density –the number of organisms per unit area.  A fraction is written to express this.  Changes in the population can be expressed as a population statement (birth rate > death rate = increase in population), or a population line graph.

17) Limiting factor –an environmental factor that causes a population to decrease.   Limiting factors include:  food and water, space and weather.
18) Carrying capacity –the largest population that an area can support.
