Dear Parents,








 

August 2011
I am delighted that your child and I will be spending the next year together exploring all that we can learn.  We will begin this year by getting to know each other, developing friendships, building our classroom community and adjusting to the new routine of first grade.  Our first unit of study will be an exploration of nursery rhymes.

Supplies:

We will need both a set of individual supplies and some community supplies.  The following is the list of individual supplies that your child will need the first week of school.
· 1 Marble composition notebook (hard cover, sewn binding)
· 1 pair of scissors (children’s fiskars work the best)

· 1 package of dry erase markers assorted colors – please get the low odor
· 1 old sock (dry erase eraser)

· 1-2 good erasers
· 1 small calculator (try the dollar store)
· 1 package of makers (optional)
· 1 box to keep supplies (size of a shoe box is perfect) not more than 4.5” high.

· 1 backpack large enough for your child’s lunch box and projects. 
Community supplies are a very important part of my program.  Many of the children prefer to use the supplies provided by the teacher rather than their own.  Community supplies also teach important skills like turn taking, sharing, asking for things that you need etc.  Please provide these items for me to set out for community use.

Community Supplies:

10 glue sticks

2-3 large containers of baby wipes
1 large box of tissues
1 box of 24 crayons (crayola are usually the best value for your money)
Please label all individual supplies and outer clothing with your child’s name.

Snack:  We will have snack time every day.  Please send in a wholesome, nutritious snack that is easy for your child to eat.  Here are some suggestions: fruit, vegetables, cheese and crackers, small cup of yogurt, or any other healthy idea you can come up with.  No juice-Water only.  Please do not send in cakes and candies for school snack.  We will have snack time on the first day of school.
Birthdays:  Birthdays are definitely a time for celebration.  I am asking families to send in a nutricious treat or non food goodie to share with the class for your child’s special day.  More details to come at Back to School Night. 

Assignments:  Homework will be given each night except Fridays.  The children will have letters, words, and sentences to practice reading and writing.  Some nights the children may have math papers to complete as well.  Homework should not take much more than ten to fifteen minutes to complete.  It is important that your child develops good study skills at home as well as at school.  Help your child find a quiet place to study.  Good habits now will help your child through the years.  Please check your child’s bag for homework each day.  Initial it and send it back to school with your child the next day. 
Book Reports:  We will have book reports every Friday.  Each child should bring in a favorite book from home or school to share with the class.  At the beginning of the school year the children will need to know the title and author of the book, and be able to tell what they like about it.  We will begin this activity after Parents’ Back to School night.
Reading: Beginning the second week of school your child will bring a folder home with a book to read each night.  There will be a reading log in the folder in which you should help your child record the date, the name of the book and write a brief comment about your child’s reading.  Be sure to return the book and folder to school each day.  Your child should use this folder to bring notes and homework back and forth to school as well.
Classroom Economy:  I have a classroom economy.  The children will get a salary, have to pay rent and taxes and will have visits to the Puchkoff Mart (our classroom store).  I am looking for gently used toys and other items to stock my store.  If you are cleaning out your child’s toy box and have items your child no longer uses please consider donating them for our store.  The children will be able to use their Puchkoff Bucks to purchase items every other Friday.
Volunteers:  Volunteers are extremely important to my program.  I’d love to have you help us out.  I will need Room Parents to help organize parties, trips, and work with the PTA on their projects.   I will also need a large number of reading parents to commit to 45 minutes to an hour weekly to read individually with children.   In addition to these two major volunteer roles I will also need chaperones, bookmakers, someone to sew and any other wonderful person who would like to share their expertise with our children.  Watch for our units of study. You may be just the expert that we need.

Miscellaneous:  We have many materials and books to explore in our classroom.  Children are not to bring their toys to school.  Occasionally we will have special projects with items required from home, but I will send home a note to inform you of those occasions.  

I have invited your child to visit me.  See the enclosed invitation.  Please make the effort to come in and meet me.  Your child will feel more comfortable the first day of school.

Parents’ Back to School Night is Thursday, September 15th,  6:30-8.  Please place this night on your calendar and make arrangements for your child. This is an adult event.  I look forward to seeing you then and to having a wonderful school year with your child.

Most sincerely,

Mrs. Puchkoff

jpuchkoff@acsdny.org  

PS.  I find that using email helps with parent teacher communication.  Please send me an email so that I can add you to my distribution list for important information and other communication.   I will not share your email with anyone else.  Thank you so much.
Check out my web site at http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/Mrs.Puchkoff/


