Elements of Literature – Keep this in your folder all year, please.
Narrator – the teller of the story

Point of View – the author’s choice of narrator. The perspective, or vantage point, from which the story is told.

· First person point of view: the narrator, usually the protagonist, tells the story from his/her perspective using I, me, we, etc. 

· Second person point of view: a story told using "you," which places the reader immediately and personally into the story 

· Third person omniscient point of view: the narrator uses third person pronouns (he/she/they etc.) and is God-like: all knowing (omniscient). This type of narrator is not limited by time or space. 

· Third person limited point of view: the narrator tells the story using third person pronouns but limits herself to what one character can sense; the limitations are the same as in first person. 

· Third person objective point of view: the narrator does not judge or interpret in any way; 
he/she simply presents the story as if recording it on film as it happens.
Setting – time and place the story occurs

Characters 

Protagonist: The main character of the story; the protagonist does not have to be a person

Antagonist: The force that works against the protagonist; the antagonist does not have to be a person

Plot – The plot is what happens in the story.  The events of the story in the order that they happen.
Conflict:  The main problem of the story.  The struggle between the antagonist and protagonist.


Person against person
Person against society (problem with the laws or beliefs of a group)

Person against nature

Person against himself (problem with deciding what to do or think)

Climax:  The turning point; the highest point in the action. The point in the story where the conflict is at its peak, when the conflict has reached its crisis and one of the two forces "wins."

Resolution:  The conclusion, or the end, in which the conflict is resolved.

Theme:  The theme is what the author wants us to know about the general truth of the story.

Foreshadowing:  Clues in the writing that lead the reader to predict what will happen later in the story.

Flashback:  A strategy of plot sequencing where the author takes the reader back to events that occurred before the present time in the story.

