


   



     September 9, 2009
Dear Parents and Students:

Welcome to Team 1!  I am looking forward to an exciting year. It is my goal to provide all students with an educationally challenging, yet fun, experience in my classroom.  The Grade 6 English Language Arts program focuses on the development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Through various learning activities, students will build upon the foundation established in previous years.  In Reading, students will read and discuss stories and novels, as well as non-fiction texts.  The class will be using a wide variety of resources such as class novels, library books, and the Prentice Hall Literature Anthology.  
Throughout the year, students will continue to learn and enhance their ability to gather research, outline information, write well-developed sentences, paragraphs, and essays, and study a wide variety of literature.  The class will study various genres of literature while exploring plot, character, setting, theme, conflict, and craft.  Students will learn to deconstruct non-fiction texts by reading newspaper and magazine articles about topics relevant to their lives or the topics in Social Studies or Science class.  Vocabulary and spelling will come from the literature or the interdisciplinary units.  
I have established a classroom website, (http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/msbutler) that students and parents can use as a resource. I have extremely high expectations of all my students. I am asking your help to maintain those expectations by checking your son/daughter’s planner or my website periodically. I am available to help students individually during my prep periods, and after school.  All homework assignments and projects are on the website.  The website will also be used as a place to showcase student work if permission has been granted.  

The following is an explanation of what is expected of each student for grades, class requirements, supplies, and classroom rules.
Grading Policy
Report card grades are based on tests, homework, classroom participation, projects and assignments.  There will be a minimum of ten graded assignments per marking period.  Students are encouraged to participate in extra credit once all the assignments are complete.  
Classroom Policies
A. Supplies: Students must be prepared for class with the appropriate materials.


Students are required to have:

1. lined paper
2. blue or black pens

3. a folder

4. a homework book to record assignments

**Students are responsible for keeping a neat and organized backpack.  All handouts should be kept in the Reading folder. 
B. Homework: The homework assignments for the week are on the board and on my website each Monday and students are required to copy them into their planners.  Students need to read 20 – 30 minutes a night, even when there is no assigned reading.  New York State requires that students read 25 books a year.    Students should always have an independent book to read.  

C. Absences:  If a student is absent or at music lessons, it is his or her responsibility to complete the assignment.  Students will have ONE day from the day they return to school to complete the work.  Exceptions will be made on an individual basis.  Please see me if you have any questions regarding this.
Classroom Rules

A. Before the Bell

1. Students should be seated with their folders, homework, and a pen out on their desks before the bell rings.
2. Students should begin working on the Do Now quietly and waiting for further instructions.

B.  During class, students must

1. actively participate in class discussions, lessons, and activities and maintain a positive attitude
2. actively listen to the teacher and their peers

3. raise a hand before speaking

4. demonstrate respect for themselves, their peers, and the teacher

C. Procedure for leaving class

1. all materials are to be put away and paper is to be picked up off the floor before leaving the classroom
2. students will be dismissed by the teacher, not the bell

D. Bathroom Use

1. there will be a sign out clipboard in the front of the room
2. the bathroom should only be used in the case of an emergency

E. Food

1. food and gum chewing are not permitted in class

2. water bottles are permitted

F. Respect is always expected.  Language arts allows for much collaborative work.  Student cooperation and respect is essential for such collaboration.  I know that together we will establish a classroom environment where all feel safe and welcome.
Finally, I want you to know that one of my most important goals this year is to keep the lines of communication open. I am available every day to talk with you between 10:30 a.m. - 11:10 a.m. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 845-486-4480 or tbutler@acsdny.org if you have any questions or concerns during the year. 

This will be an exciting and rewarding year for all!  With your dedication, hard work, and cooperation, learning will be an enriching, fun, and positive experience.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Butler
