LANGUAGE ARTS SYLLABUS
Sixth Grade
Arlington Middle School

Mrs. Tracey Butler

An integrated team approach is an important aspect of my reading program; therefore, I plan with the other team teachers and orchestrate my reading materials to link with topics taught in the other team classes.
September - October

Vocabulary and Spelling - 100 commonly used terms to describe characters.

Skills - identify significant literary elements (including foreshadowing, metaphor, climax, etc.), and use those elements to  

             interpret the work
· read aloud with expression, conveying the meaning and mood of the work

· listening to oral directions
· learn a range of strategies for identifying, organizing, analyzing and summarizing key ideas in nonfiction.
Literature - “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros


       “Greyling”  by Jane Yolen


       Poetry about Friendship, Childhood, and Changes


             
Mick Harte by Barbara Park


On My Honor by Marion Bauer
                    Music of the Dolphins - Karen Hesse


Free choice novel

November - December

Vocabulary and Spelling - From assigned novels

Skills - listen attentively to others and build on others’ ideas in conversation with peers and adults
          - express ideas and concerns clearly and respectfully in conversations and group discussions

    -identifying main idea and details, drawing conclusions, making inferences, Identifying author's purpose,   

     identifying genre, using context clues

Literature - Egyptian Myths from various sources

                   The House on Hackman’s Hill  Joan Lowry Nixon

                   Game Plan by Thomas Dygard

                   Wilderness Peril by Matt Christopher 
 
      The Search for Shadowman by Joan Lowery Nixon 

      Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
   

January - February
Vocabulary and Spelling - From Greek mythology and words with Greek etymology

Skills - interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference    

            materials, audio and media presentations,  charts and diagrams 

         -  compare and synthesize information from different sources

         -  distinguish between fact and mythology

Literature - Heroes, Gods, and Monsters by Bernard Evlsin

                   Missing Since Monday by Ann. M. Martin

March - April

Vocabulary and Spelling - From the assigned reading

Skills - read and view texts and performances from a wide range of authors, subjects, and genres

          - recognize different levels of meaning

Literature-  Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit


      The Giver by Joan Lowry Nixon

May - June
Vocabulary and Spelling - From the assigned reading

Skills - read and discuss social communications of other writers and use some of the techniques of these writers in their own presentations

          - use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information

Literature- Poetry 


     King Arthur:  His Knights and Ladies by Johanna Johnston

                  The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman

Evaluation:  
· Weekly vocabulary and spelling tests

· Study guides to accompany assigned novels

· Tests on skills taught in class

· Completing reading assignments for homework

· Projects

· Book letters (Response Journal)

· Reading Log

· Achieve 3000

· ELA Testing – January 20 – 22, 2010
Many opportunities arise during the school year; therefore, we may read novels or study units that are not included here.  Please check your child’s assignment book to be apprised of the weekly assignments.  On the board, I list the assignments for the week every Monday, and I also post them on my website.  
Please keep in mind that the New York State Regents requests that each student read 25 books a year.  Your child should read between 10 – 30 pages a day.
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