Name____________________________________________

What a Character!


An author gives characters feelings and traits—qualities that make up one’s personality—to help readers understand the characters’ actions and goals. 


Read the story and then answer the questions in complete sentences.  Use capital letters and punctuation. 


Ann entered the large room hesitantly. She had to do volunteer work to get her scout badge, but she dreaded visiting 
Mr. Peters at the nursing home on Thursdays. He rarely spoke .  Ann wanted to cheer him up. She had tried reading to him, playing checkers with him, and taking him to the crafts room. Nothing worked. Today, he was staring out the window. Ann glanced outside the window and said, “Oh, look at the wren.” Mr. Peters snapped, “That’s not a wren. That’s a chickadee.”  Ann confessed that she couldn’t tell the difference, and suddenly Ms. Peters came to life. He talked and talked about a wide variety of birds. Ann listened and asked questions. When Ann left that day, she felt good. She had found a way to make Mr. Peters’ day more pleasant. She would bring books and pictures of birds next week. 


1. Who is the protagonist? _____________________________________________________________________

2. Why did she go to the nursing home? __________________________________________________________

3. What was her goal once she was there? ________________________________________________________

4. What did she do to reach her goal? ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What two words could describe her? ______________________          _________________________
You may use your notes to complete the matching exercise below:

_____  1.. Setting


A.  a  character in the story is telling the story.

_____  2. First Person


B.  main character

_____  3.  Protagonist


C.  where and when the story takes place
_____  4.  Antagonist


D.  the problem

_____  5.  Conflict


E.,  turning point

_____  6.  Plot



F.  forces against the main character

_____  7.  Resolution 


G.  what happens in the story

_____8.  Theme


               H.  main idea
_____9.  Climax


                I.  narrator outside of the story is telling what happens

_____10.  Third Person

               J.  how the conflict is resolved

