Name_________________________________________     Date__________



Characterization comes through what characters SAY and what they DO. We know our characters through the decisions they make, how they behave, what they say and how they speak to each other. Some characterization may be built up through the writer revealing the thoughts that run through a character’s mind as well as what other characters think. Occasionally, the narrator steps back from the action to make a comment. It is the constant weaving of dialogue, action, reaction and description that helps to create characterization. 

On the lines below, note what you learn about the character from the brief passage.

Introducing a character

Joel opened the front door. It was Maggot Gibson. Maggot was too large for the tee shirt that he wore. Bits of him bulged out in unlikely places. But he didn’t seem to care. His round, red face grinned at Joel. “Hi,” said Maggot, thrusting out a pudgy hand towards Joel.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Dropping in detail on the way

That afternoon Stewie sat hunched over his computer. He fingered his wristband nervously, noticing for the first time that the color had run and his wrists had turned a ghastly yellow. His email bleeped. He was in business…

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Characterization through dialogue

The old King stood up and gazed around the room. Everyone fell silent. “I will not wait,” he roared. “I must have porridge! And I want it now!”

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Characterization through action

Branwen stooped down and stroked the boy’s head. Gently, he muttered a few words before he rose. He wipe dhis hand across his eyes, smudging the tears. Then he grabbed the harpoon gun and strode towards the hill.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Showing how a character has changed

The ending of a story should reflect in some way how a character has developed, changed or what has been learned. Use this opening and ending contrast to show how this might be accomplished.

a. The opening

Ragwort had not wanted to make the journey in the first place. But now that he had reached the edge of the frozen lands he knew that it had been a foolish idea. He stared miserably across the great open waste. It was cold and uninviting. He shuddered. Not for the last time did he think about his cozy home and long for a good meal and a warm fire.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
b. The ending

Ragwort gazed around his little living room. He looked at the china mugs set out on the mantelpiece, the photos of his great uncle Longbottom. He watched the flames dance in the fireplace and felt his bones begin to warm. He stared into the mirror. His face was thinner now, older maybe. Wiser certainly. He grinned at his image. Traveling, he thought. You can keep it.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Contrasting characters

The Grabber stood blocking their way. Felix hesitated, then turned on his heel and rushed back up the corridor, screaming. However, Victor picked up his whalebone wand. He faced The Grabber and without saying a word gazed deep into its eyes. The Grabber’s eyes were red as a volcano. Victor did not flinch but raised his wand

and…
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
 Building character through what others think.

Mrs Wortolski pursed her lips. She had had enough of Brian’s behavior for one day. That boy had to be taught a lesson. He had overstepped the mark once too often. And bullying was not something that Mrs Wortolski was going to tolerate.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
