Vocabulary 

China Unit

1. Mandarin – official spoken language in China

2. Buddhism – most popular religion in China

3. atheists – someone who does not believe in God

4. Communism - a way of ruling a country, based on the belief that all the land, houses, factories, etc., belong to the government, or community. The profits are shared by all.

5. yuan – the unit of currency in China

6. currency – another word for money

7. population – the number of people living in a country

China has the largest population.

8. Himalayas - the highest mountains in the world, located along China’s southwest coast, this mountain range includes Mt. Everest.

9. invention - a new creation or discovery. The Chinese invented silk, paper, fireworks, the compass and wheelbarrows.

10. rural – the countryside or farming area

11. village – a small group of houses, generally smaller than a town

12. transportation – a way of travel or moving goods from one place to the next.

13. characters -  symbols that stand for words and ideas

Chinese children learn to write with characters instead of an alphabet.

14.calligraphy – the brush style writing done by Chinese people.

15.chopsticks – thin wooden sticks used for eating

16.wok – a bowl shaped pan used to stirfry vegetables and meat quickly

17.panda bears – an endangered animal living in China’s bamboo forests

18.Great Wall – a popular tourist attraction in China. The Great Wall is the

     largest man-made structure in the world. 

19.capital city – the city in a country or state where the government is based.

     Beijing is the capital of China.

20.urban – relating to with the city or city life.

21.emperor – ancient rulers in China

22.Forbidden City – The palace where ancient emperors once lived in China 

     is called the Forbidden City. It was so big it was called a city. Today the

    Forbidden City houses a large museum called the palace museum. It is a

    popular tourist attraction. 

23.athletes – people who play sports

24.ping pong – a sport sometimes called table tennis. 

25.Yangtze River – the longest river in China.

26.plateau – a landform found in China, an area of high, flat land found in Tibet, a place nicknamed “Roof of the world.”

27. The Grand Canal – manmade water body connecting two bodies of 

      water. The Grand Canal is the largest canal in the world. It is 1,117 miles

      long. A canal is a water body. The Grand Canal is used to carry goods 

      and products from one part of China to another.

28. climate – the weather and rainfall an area typically receives. China is 

      such a large country that it really has two different climates. Northern 

      China has very cold winters, but southern China has a tropical climate.

29. bamboo – a type of forest growing in China. Bamboo is used to make 

      chopsticks, furniture and houses. It is also eaten by panda bears.

30. paddy field – a field where rice grows, usually flooded during harvest. 

      Rice paddy fields are found in southern China.

31. Shanghi – is the largest city in China. 14 million people live there. 

      Tourists like to visit the Yu Yuan Gardens and see the beautiful 

      gardens, pools and bridges.

32.Tiananman Square – A national symbol for China. A gathering place for 

     parades, demonstrations and holidays. It is located right outside The

     Forbidden City.

33. agriculture – farming

      Chinese farmers grow rice, tobacco, cotton, eggs and silkworms.

      Silkworms make a soft thread called silk that is woven into fabric. Silk is 

      one of China’s most famous products.

34. manufacturing – to make something, often with machines.

      Chinese factories manufacture cotton cloth, steel, paper and television

      sets. China has over 8 million factories.

35. export – to send products to another country to be sold there

36. “Children’s Palace” – a place for children to go after school in China. 

      Childen take sports such as kung fu, practice their calligraphy, and learn 

      to play a musical instrument.

37.tai chi – a form of exercise enjoyed by the Chinese people. The slow,   

     graceful movements of tai chi often look like dance. It is a form of  

     martial arts.

38.National Day – An important holiday in China. October 1 is the day 

    Chinese leader Mao Zedong proclaimed the People’s Republic of China. 

     It is a lot like our Independence Day. There are parades in Tiananman 

     Square and over one million people gather there for the festivites. There 

     are beautiful decorations and flags everywhere.

39.opera – Chinese opera has music, singing, dancing, pantomine, and 

     acrobatics. 

40.junk – a large Chinese trading boat

41.sampan – a small houseboat

42.Mongols – a group of nomadic people living in the Gobi Desert. 

43.nomads – people who move often in search of food

44.yurt – a dome shaped tent that the Mongols live in

45.dynasty – a ruling period for emperors

46.Chinese New Year – the most important holiday in China. The date

    changes yearly, because it is based on the lunar moon cycle. The Chinese

    welcome the new year by setting off fireworks to chase away evil spirits. 

    There is huge dragon parade followed by lion dancers. Children are given 

    red money bags from friends and relatives. Everyone in China celebrates

    his/her birthday on this day. Gung Hay Fat Choy! 

