Vocabulary List and Study Guide

Mexico

1. Mexico City – the capital city of Mexico. It is the largest city in the world. Twenty-two million people live there today. It is also the oldest city in North America. Long ago, the Aztec people lived there. Many of their buildings and pyramids still stand. 

2. Spanish- the language spoken by most Mexicans. Spanish explorers in the 1500’s introduced this language to the Aztec and Mayan Indians.

3. peso- Mexican currency (money) One peso equals 100 centavos. It takes about seven pesos to equal one U.S. dollar.

4. Aztecs- Native Indian people. They lived in Mexico before the Spanish people arrived.

5. landforms- Mexico has volcanoes, two mountain ranges, deserts, tropical jungles, and islands.

6. Eastern and Western Sierra Madre Mountains- these two huge mountain ranges run the length of the country, forming a giant V. 

7. Mexican Plateau- an area of high flat land running between the Eastern and Western Sierra Madre Mountains. Most Mexicans live in this area.

8. Yucatan Peninsula- a peninsula on the Gulf of Mexico that is known for its tropical rainforests, swamps, and lagoons.
9. Mount Popacatepetl- one of the highest active volcanoes in Mexico. Its name means, “smoking mountain” in the ancient Aztec language.
10. Baja California- a peninsula that lies to the west of Mexico. It looks   like a long finger into the Pacific Ocean. It is a hot, dry desert area. More than 120 kinds of cactuses grow there.
11. Mexican-American War- This war, (1846-1848), began as a fight over land in Texas.  Americans who settled there wanted Texas to join the United States instead of belonging to Mexico. The United States offered to purchase the land from Mexico, but they refused to sell it to us. President James Polk made Texas a state and sent soldiers to Texas. A party of Mexican soldiers attacked the American Calvary and war was declared on Mexico. When the United States won the war, it won land in these states: Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, California, and parts of Nevada, Utah and Colorado. 
12. agriculture products- northern farmers raise cattle, southern farmers grow corn, cotton, fruit, wheat, barley and beans.
13. natural resources- oil, natural gas, silver, gold, copper, and lead
14. mariachis- a group of musicians playing lively music while strolling through the streets.
15. They come from Mexico- corn, chilies, vanilla, chocolate, peanuts, chewing gum, poinsettias, and a small dog called a Chihuahua.
16. fiestas- a holiday or religious festival
17. handmade crafts:  fine silver jewelry, colorful pottery, hand-woven wool blankets and shawls 
18. adobe- bricks made of mud and straw
19. petates (pay-TAH-tays)- straw mats used as beds
20. sombreros (som-BRER-ohs)- a wide brimmed hat
21. serapes (seh-RAH-pehs)- a colorful blanket that keep people warm
22. mercado- an outdoor market area with stalls. Vendors sell meat, fish, fruits, vegetables and handmade crafts. Almost like a flea market in the United States.

23. atole-(ah-TOH-leh) a thick breakfast drink made of corn
24. mole (MOH-lay)- a sauce made from dried peppers, chocolate, nuts and spices. Mexicans like to cover meat with this sauce.

25. animals found in Mexico- lizards, coyotes, jaguars, volcano rabbits, Chihuahuas, and quetzals (a colorful rainforest bird).

26. bullfighting- a spectator sport where matadors try to kill a wild bull with a sword.  

27. futbol- the game of soccer

28. Charreria- a Mexican sport like a rodeo where charros (cowboys) compete in events like bull rolling.

29. manufactured products- Factories make automobile parts, motors, clothes, and steel products.

30. siesta- a long afternoon nap

31. tortilla- (tor-TEE-yahs) a thin corn pancake usually rolled with meat, cheese or vegetables

32. Saints’ Days- Each saint in the Catholic Church has a feast day once a year. Everyone with that saint’s name also celebrates on that day, often with a party for family and friends. Towns in Mexico have patron saints, too. Yearly fiestas honor them with parades, fireworks, dancing and lots of delicious food.
33. Three Kings Day- If you lived in Mexico, you would not exchange gifts on Christmas Day. Instead, you’d get your presents almost two weeks later on January 6, a day called Three Kings Day. This is the day that the Three Kings, or Wise Men presented their gifts to the baby Jesus. Mexican children write letters to the Three Kings asking for gifts. On the night of January 5, they put out hay for the Three Kings’ camels and place a pair of their shoes outdoors or near a window. The next morning children awaken to find presents in and around the shoes.
34. Guadalupe Day- A holiday named for the patron saint of Mexico, Our Lady of Guadalupe. Guadalupe Day is on Dec. 12. Many Mexicans travel long distances to visit a special church in Mexico City that was built in her honor.
35. Day of the Dead- On November 2, Mexicans celebrate El Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead. Children eat skulls made of candy. Markets sell toy skeletons, skulls and coffins. Graves are tidied and decorated with flowers. Families hold picnics in cemeteries, with the favorite foods of their dead relatives. It is a joyful celebration. By remembering loved ones, Mexicans know that they will always be loved and remembered.
36. Cinco de Mayo- On May 5th there is a festival celebrated in memory of the battle of Puebla. It was on this day that a small Mexican army joined forces with the citizens of the town of Puebla to defeat an invading French army. Today parades and mock battles are held to remember this important Mexican victory.
37. Independence Day- On September 16 Mexico celebrates its most important national holiday. It marks the beginning of Mexico’s revolution against Spain. The revolution lasted for eleven years. When it ended, Mexico became an independent nation. People celebrate by watching parades and fireworks. 
38. Copper Canyon- This famous Mexican canyon is four times larger than the Grand Canyon in the United States. Four of the six canyons in the system are deeper than the Grand Canyon by 1,000 feet. People who visit this area spend time backpacking, hiking, mountain biking and bird watching. Visitors like to ride a train through the canyon. 
39. step pyramids- Mexican pyramids are known as step pyramids. They are constructed like layer cakes, with the layers getting smaller as the pyramids rise. Most of them were actually built as platforms for temples that were placed at the top. For a long time, people believed that none of the pyramids in Mexico were used as tombs. Now we know that some did hold the remains and riches of people, usually kings. 
40. The Temple of the Inscriptions is the site of one burial chamber. One room at the base of the pyramid held a huge carved stone sarcophagus (sar-CAHF-ah-gus), or casket with a skeleton of Pacal, an ancient king. His body was surrounded by pounds of jade jewelry and accessories. He wore bracelets on both arms, rings on all his fingers, a breastplate made from nearly 200 polished jade pieces, plus a jade mosaic mask was placed on his face.
