





     mvanackooy@ acsdny.org

http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MsVanAckooy/

Dear Parents and Scientists in Training,


Welcome to Sixth Grade Science!  As students enter the research and development lab (or classroom), they will be expected to conduct themselves as Scientist in Training.  They will be recording data daily, doing research and often conducting experiments and making observations.  Here are a few things you need to know:

Grading:


A student’s grade is based on tests, quizzes, lab work, class work and homework.  Tests and Quizzes count twice and all other work counts once, unless otherwise announced.  This system is designed to permit all hard working students to pass, even if they are not good test takers.  In order for a student to excel, they must do well on tests and quizzes.


The students will also be keeping a grade sheet in the front of their notebook for each quarter.  This allows the students to keep track of their own progress and also allows the parents to check on their student’s progress as well.


Any student caught cheating or copying any part of an assignment will receive a zero as a grade.

Homework and Class work and Notes:


All homework is written down for the week on Monday.  This allows the student to plan ahead for the week in Science.  Students will have some type of homework most nights.   Homework is a review of concepts covered in class.  If the homework for the evening is to look over notes, the student should look over the notes given in class that day; this should take no more than 10 minutes.  If this is done, then studying for a quiz should be no problem.


All handouts, class work, homework quizzes and tests should be kept in order in their notebooks.  Notebook checks can and will take place checking for content and order.


Any assignment that is turned in is graded and counts once unless otherwise announced.  Students will lose 10 points for the first day an assignment is late (apart from absence), after that, the grade will be a zero.  Any student caught cheating or copying any part of an assignment will receive a zero as a grade.

Labs:


Labs and activities are done as they fit into the curriculum.  They provide a “hands on, or inquiry based” opportunity as we explore various topics in Science.  The students are placed in groups and expected to work cooperatively.  However, to strengthen their higher level thinking skills, they are required to complete the Conclusion section of their lab independent of the group, no one is to help them.  Anyone caught cheating or copying or “helping” someone with the Conclusion portion of a lab will receive a zero as a grade for that lab.  If a student misses a lab/experiment, they are NOT responsible to make it up.  That grade will just be left out of their average.

Tests and Quizzes:


All tests and quizzes are announced at least one full week in advance.  All tests and quizzes count twice. Any student caught cheating, copying, or talking while in possession of the test or quiz will receive a zero as a grade.
Absence:


Students are responsible for any notes taken while they are absent from class.  The week’s handouts are kept in the front of the room.  It is the student’s responsibility to get the handouts and get the notes from another classmate.  In their notebook, students should have written down the name and phone number of another student in any one of my five classes.  It is strongly suggested that this information be copied and kept at home for reference.  If the student will be out for more than two days, please contact the Guidance office.  Again, if a student misses a lab/experiment, they are NOT responsible to make it up.  That grade will just be left out of their average.

Outline of Topics/Syllabus:


This is a general list of topics to be covered this year.  

Tools of Science


The Scientific Method


Lab Safety

The Metric System


Living Systems



Human Body Systems


Matter




Chemistry



Magnetism

Electricity


  
Energy




Simple Machines

Work, Forces and Motion

Human Impact on Environment

Bubbles 


I hope this has been helpful. The best way to contact me is via email: 

mvanackooy@ acsdny.org.  I look forward to working with this group of Scientists in Training.
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1. Check your child’s planner and/or the website on Monday for the homework for the week.

2. Check your child’s notebook for the grade sheet.  Every time a graded paper is handed back, we take time to find out our average.  There are roughly 5-10 grades midway through the quarter and 20-25 grades by the end of the marking period.

3. Check your child’s lab the night before they hand it in.  The Lab Write Up format and Conclusion Rewrite format are on the Website.

4. At any time, a quiz grade of 70 or below can be corrected for a better grade.

a. Corrections must be made on the quiz

b. Corrections must be done in a different color next to the incorrect item

c. Corrections are due the next day

d. The corrected grade and the original grade will be averaged together for a new grade

5. Before a test or quiz is given, a Review sheet is given out.  Please go over the material using the notes and review sheet as a guide.  As the children are told, “If it isn’t on the Review sheet, it isn’t on the Test/Quiz.”

6. Check through the Major Concepts for 6th grade Science

7. The general Standards and Concepts for Science are on the Arlington Central Schools Website
8. Email me with any concerns at  mvanackooy@acsdny.org
9. Check our Website at http://teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/MsVanAckooy/
10   Sign up for the newsletter on line.  Announcements and news will arrive about twice a month.
