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WEIGHING THE ODDS

How can we win? In any contest (and
waris acontest), each side looks atits strengths
(assets) and tries to find ways to take advan-
tage of the other side’s weaknesses (liabili-
ties). The 13 colonies had never worked well
together before, but as Benjamin Franklin said,
“We must indeed all hang together, or, most
assuredly, we shall all hang separately.” From
the beginning, they counted on French and
Spanish support, because they knew both coun-
tries hated England. They also knew that En-
gland had been at war nearly 90 years, and the
public was tired of financing wars. They be-
lieved that if they could wear the English down,
American independence would become a real-
ity.

ARMIES. The British army was truly
professional. ltsenlisted men expectedtoserve Both Continental and Militia troops gained ex-
until they were too old to campaign or died. The - Pffi“:‘i:f‘ i:;iw:,:fiﬁ?ﬂl Flahking fer thelr
officers “fe':e aras.toc.rats who _iwed well ‘_and the inc:anti:.'e to f,ace one of the greatist armies
spent their time drinking, gambling, and enjoy-  in the world.
ing the company of the ladies. .

Enlisted men were “recruited” by search parties who went through prisons, bars, and
lower-class neighborhoods and picked up criminals, drunks, and vagrants. These were
taken to camp where they were beaten and lashed into obedient soldiers. Nothing the
enlisted man did required thinking. Marching and drilling were all by command. They
marched onto the battlefield in close order, wedged against the man on either side, formed
three or four lines, and fired in volleys. It required seven commands to shoot their muskets.
Since muskets had a range of only 100 yards, the armies stood close to each other. After
a few volleys, a bayonet charge often followed.

It was common practice to rent troops from rulers who were not at war. Europe’swars
were not fought in winter or in rain. Battles were fought in open fields. Soldiers were not
fighting for “kingand country,” but for the small salary, bad food, and ale they were provided.

Patriottroops. Washington wanted to build an army with able officers and disciplined

troops. In battle, he had two groups available to him. Continentals were Washington’s
professional army. Paid $7 a month in Continental currency, they moved from one state to
another and one battlefield to another. At first, they fought badly, but by the end of the war,
thanks to experience and training by Baron von Steuben and other European officers, they
held their own with some of England’s best soldiers.
_ Militia were state troops led by officers they had elected. Militia had little training and
inbattle were unreliable. Like the Continentals, they were not easily ordered around. Tactics
had to be kept simple, and officers had to explain why they were doing a certain movement.
For all their amateur ways, militia could and did fight Well on occasion. The defense of their
state, family, and property was incentive for them to fight.
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