AP Computer Science with Java

Mrs. Orlik

Course Information
All course information, handout and assignments can be found on my website
www.teacherweb.com/ny/arlington/orlik
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your marking period average will be obtained by using the following ratio:

 Number of points earned on class participation/quizzes/tests/programs/notebook/homework

        -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   * 100

          Total number of points possible on class participation/quizzes/tests/programs/notebook/homework

Your final course grade will be obtained by using the following ratio:



(MP1 + MP2 + MP3 + MP4 + Final Exam) / 5 * 100

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Description
· We will follow the Advanced Placement Course Description as designed by the College Board for the AP Computer Science A exam.

· It is fully expected that you will need to spend time out of class on a daily basis to complete assignments and programs.  The AP Course Description approximates 3 hours per week.

· Additional information regarding course content and the AP exam may be found at the College Board website:

· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_compscia.html?compscia
· You should be completely familiar with the resources available to you on the website.

Textbook
· Java Methods A & AB by Maria and Gary Litvin

· The textbook has an accompanying website that provides support for the textbook and additional materials to be downloaded.   The site is:    http://www.skylit.com/javamethods/index.html
· You will need to purchase a review book, Be Prepared for the AP Computer Science Exam in Java, by the same authors.  You can purchase it online at amazon, or barnesandnoble for $18.95 plus shipping.  We will begin using the review book as a resource in class by mid-October and use it throughout the year.

Notebook

· A 3-ring binder is required.  (All materials will be punched for you.)

· All notes, handouts, quizzes, tests, and programs are to be organized by date in your notebook for reference when needed both in class and at home.

· Notebooks are to be brought to class everyday.

Network
· Abuse or misuse of the network or internet will result in network privileges being revoked and possible administrative action such as detention or suspension.

Programming Projects
· Programs are to be designed according to current paradigm using modular form, meaningful identifiers for variables and functions, and complete documentation to maintain maximum readability and portability.

· We will be working with the Bluej IDE.  It helps if you have the compiler on a computer at home, but is not required.  Bluej is available for free download at www.bluej.org   At the very least you can use Notepad or Microsoft Word to get typing of code done at home and convert it to a Java file in class.  Use class time to run, debug, and test, rather than design and coding.
Participation
· A considerable amount of class time will be devoted to discussion of new concepts and assignments related to them.  You are expected to do all assignments and contribute to these discussions on a regular basis.  Participation is a large part of your overall grade.
Final Exam
· A comprehensive exam and/or project encompassing the scope of the entire year.

USBs
· We are one of the few classes allowed to use USBs.  Virus concern is very high.

· Must be scanned EVERY day before you use them in a classroom computer.

· Must contain files for school assignments ONLY.

Computer Labs
· Room 1501

7:15am – 3:15pm





· Room 1225

7:15am – 3:15pm



· You must get a pass from the computer lab attendant before homeroom to use the lab during lunch, studyhall or free periods.
Extra Help

· I will be available after school every Tuesday 2:15pm – 3:15pm in Room 1222
· With prior notice, I can be available from 6:45am – 7:15am any day in Room 1224
