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Welcome! Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to attend Open House.  
High School Resource Room Program

As a resource room teacher my role is to assist your child in achieving the goals documented in his/her individualized education program (IEP).  My ultimate goal is to help your child be successful in meeting graduation requirements as he/she prepares to enter the workforce and/or post-secondary education.  These goals are achieved by:

1)  Assisting with homework

2)  Helping prepare for an upcoming quiz or test

3)  Reviewing current material and reteaching a topic, if necessary

4)  Providing guidance on long term assignments

5)  Communicating with the student’s general ed. teachers, parents/guardians, guidance       

     counselor and other school personnel as needed
6)  Implementing testing accommodations

7)  Providing review materials

8)  Discussing transition issues

What is Expected of My Students

The following are expectations I have for my resource room students:

1) Maintain prompt and regular attendance in all classes

2) Bring all necessary materials to class (e.g. books, notes, calculator, pen/pencil, planner, etc.)

3) Ask for help when it’s needed

4) Work the entire period

5) Follow classroom and school rules

6) Use an assignment pad

7) Always do their best

Resource room is not just for working on homework!  The time should also be used to review notes, organize, study, read, make test corrections, practice for an upcoming regents/ RCT exam, work on long-term projects, revise and edit writing assignments, etc.

Grading Criteria

Students evaluate themselves daily in each of 5 categories as listed on their classroom rubric.  A ten week average is determined by dividing the number of points earned by the total number of possible points.  This numeric grade is then converted to a letter grade as follows: 90-100% = Excellent, 70-89% = Satisfactory, 69% or lower = Unsatisfactory.

Extra Help

I am available for extra help before and after school.  I ask my students to arrange this with me at least one day in advance.  I also encourage my students to attend review and after school extra help sessions offered by their other teachers.  Additionally we have a math learning center, writing center, and foreign language lab open every period during the school day.  Students should request a pass from their classroom teacher to attend these labs during a free period (lunch, study hall or study time).  
Conferences/Questions/Comments

Communication between parent and teacher is essential to success in the classroom.  I will do my best to keep you informed of how your son or daughter is progressing.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments you may have.  To aid in this process I use TeacherWeb to keep you informed of important information.  To access my site go to arlingtonschools.org -> Our Schools -> Arlington High School -> Faculty & Administration -> Faculty Listing. Click on my maroon name listed in the Special Education department to access my TeacherWeb page.  To send me an email (the best way to contact me) click on my blue name or the mailbox on my TeacherWeb page.  You can also call the school at 845-486-4860 and leave a message.  I will return your call/email ASAP.  

How Parents Can Help Their Children Succeed in School
1. Encourage regular and prompt attendance.
2. Promote healthy habits including eating a good breakfast and getting adequate sleep and exercise.  
3. Set high expectations at home.
4. Ask to see your child’s planner, test grades, projects, etc.  Show an interest in your child’s work. 
5. Read, read, and read.  It doesn’t matter so much what you read, as long as your son/daughter sees you reading.
