


Course Outline

Dear Student,

Welcome to Mr. Pickles’s 6th. grade English Language Arts class at Union Vale Middle School.  This outline will give you a brief summary of what to expect in 6th. grade ELA.  

You will build your reading and writing skills with a balanced literacy approach that includes shared, guided, and independent reading/writing.  We will be using a product called Expert 21 which is published by Scholastic Inc. This will be my first time using the program, so I will be learning along with you. I promise to have more information for your parents at Open House.  We will take a look at the program within a few days. 

This is also the first time sixth graders will be following a block schedule for language arts.  You will be in class for two periods, back-to-back, every day.  You will be allowed to leave the room to go to your locker or the bathroom between periods.
Grades- You will receive a progress report in the mail after the fifth week of each quarter. A report card will be mailed home every ten weeks at the end of each quarter.  We will conference in class on a regular basis so that you will not need to wait to see your progress.  Your parents can check in as well via phone call or e-mail.  
Note to parents: I cannot call home each time your child misses an assignment, but I will notify you if he/she makes a habit of not turning in work. Feel free to e-mail me at jpickles@acsdny.org  to check in as you feel necessary.
Rules and Expectations for Behavior

· Be on time and prepared to work as soon as the bell rings

· Bring all necessary material to class every day (books, pens, HW, etc.)

· Respect yourself, the teacher, your peers, and your environment

· Bathroom Passes are for Emergencies only!  Plan to go before/after class

More on the other side…
The following Chain of Consequences will be used to address any problems

1. Lunch Detention – you lose your recess

2. Second Lunch Detention 
3. Call home to parents

4. Referral to an administrator

5. Parent Conference

What you will need for class- 
· Pens (blue or black ink only) 

· Pencils 
· Highlighters

· Marble Notebook (for notes and assignments- this is your Expert Journal)

I know this is a lot to digest, but don’t worry, it will all become clear soon.  This class is designed for you to succeed while meeting all Arlington, national, and New York State standards.  Keep this course outline in your reading folder for reference.

Onward and Upward!

Mr. Pickles

E-MAIL     jpickles@acsdny.org

PHONE     (845)223-8600

TEACHER WEB    teacherweb.com/NY/Arlington/pickles

Don’t rip off this section!!!
By signing, you acknowledge that you have read my expectations.
Parent signature ______________________________

Student signature______________________________




