Review One: The Constitution and the Early American Government


Part 1: Background to the Constitution
1. Why did the American colonies declare independence?
2. How did the Declaration of Independence justify rebellion?
3. How was the US governed under the Articles of Confederation?
4. What were the weaknesses of the Government under the Articles?

	 "No taxation without Representation
	 Natural Law
	 Inalienable Rights

	 Articles of Confederation
	 Shay's Rebellion
	


Part 2: Drafting the Constitution
1. Why was a Constitutional Convention called?
2. What are the major compromises embedded in the Constitution?

	 Great Compromise
	 Virginia Plan
	 New Jersey Plan

	 3/5ths Compromise
	 Commerce Compromise
	 Slave Trade Compromise

	 Compromise on Executive Elections
	 
	 


Part 3: Constitutional Principles:
1. How did the authors of the constitution hope to create a government powerful enough to govern, but not so powerful as to threaten individual liberties?
2. How does the Constitution distribute the basic powers of government?
3. How can the constitution be amended?

	 Federalism
	Separation of Powers 
	 Checks and Balances

	 Popular Sovereignty
	 Amendment
	 Limited Government

	 Delegated Powers
	 Concurrent Powers
	 Reserved Powers

	 Denied Powers
	 Supremacy Clause
	 Bill of Attainder

	 Ex Post Facto
	 Writ of Habeus Corpus
	 Census


Part 4: Branches of Government
1. What are the basic powers and function of each of the three branches of government?
2. How can each branch check or limit the power of the others?
3. How are the members of each branch selected?
4. How does a bill become a law?

	 Executive Branch
	 Legislative Branch
	 Judicial Branch

	 Electoral College
	Congress
	 Supreme Court

	Veto
	Override
	 Judicial Review

	  Impeachment
	 Elastic Clause
	 Unconstitional

	 Senate
	 House of Representatives
	 Original Jurisdiction

	 Cabinet
	 Committee
	 Appellate Jurisdiction

	 Primary
	 Marbury V. Madison
	 Judiciary Act of 1789


Part 5: Ratification and the Bill of Rights
1. Why did some people oppose ratification of the Constitution?
2. What "addition" was made to the Constitution to ensure its ratification?
3. What is the purpose of the Bill of Rights?
4. What rights are protected by each of the amendments in the Bill of Rights?

	 Federalists
	 Antifederalists
	 Federalist Papers

	 Bill of Rights
	 Establishment Clause
	 Free Exercise Clause

	 Double Jeopardy
	 Eminent Domain
	 Due Process of Law


Part 6: The Early Government
1. How was the US placed on a firm finacial footing?
2. What are the major elements of the "Unwritten Constitution?"
3. Why did the first political parties develop?
4. How did the Marshall Court affect the power of the government?
5. What early precedents were set in US foreign policy?

	 George Washington
	 Alexander Hamilton
	 Thomas Jefferson

	 John Adams
	 John Marshall
	 Hamilton's Financial Plan

	 Excise Tax
	 Protective Tariff
	 Whiskey Rebellion

	 Strict Constructionists
	 Loose Constructionists
	 Federalist Party

	 Political Party
	Cabinet
	 Democratic Republican Party

	 Marbury V. Madison
	 McCullogh V. Maryland
	 Judicial Review

	 Washington's Farewell Address
	 Alien and Sedition Acts
	 Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

	 Neutrality
	 Isolationism
	 Monroe Doctrine

	 Louisiana Purchase
	 
	 


