Review for Global I
	 Neolithic Revolution (~12,000 BC)
The Neolithic (New Stone) Revolution occurred about 10,000 years ago and dramatically changed the way that early humans lived. Two important factors come out of the Neolithic Revolution:


The development of agriculture and 
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The domestication of animals. 
These two changes allowed people to stay in one spot instead of wandering from place to place following their main food source (animals). Somehow Neolithic people learned how to plant and raise crops and keep and raise livestock for food. Now people were put in the situation of living together permanently and as a result much cooperation was needed for survival and civilizations started to arise.


 

	Characteristics of a Civilization
With the Neolithic Revolution civilizations now began popping up in unsurprising locations - river valleys. These river valleys provided people with fertile soil due to their floods. These floods, combined with the new-found knowledge of farming and animal domestication, allowed for a stable food supply and so the Neolithic people settled down around these rivers. As these people lived together in one spot civilizations arose, which often shared theses common characteristics:
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Advanced technical skills - Sometime around 3000 BC, the Neolithic peoples around these river valleys learned how to make and use bronze tools and weapons. This in part allowed these peoples to construct permanent shelters and homes since they no longer were nomads, following their food source and looking for caves as shelter. 
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A form of government - The floods that helped to provide the fertile soil for survival also posed a problem. The floods were sometimes massive and could wipe out an entire village if uncontrolled and farmers needed to get water to their fields during the dry season. As a result an irrigation system (dikes and canals) was necessary to control these waters. The construction of these projects required organization and cooperation among the Neolithic people on a massive scaled. So governments probably developed to direct these projects and to provide rules by which to live. 
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A division of labor - As agricultural productivity increased, fewer people were needed to work in the fields producing food (much like the Industrial Revolution of the 18th century in England). These "extra" people who weren't needed to farm could then become artisans, or merchants or traders and production of all sorts was able to increase thereby providing a better standard of living for all. 
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A calendar - Calendars were created out of the need to predict and know when the floods would arrive. Most of these early calendars were based on the cycle of the moon. 
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A form of writing - Writing systems developed to keep records, put down rules, and to pass on complex instructions (maybe for irrigation) to future generations. For example the Egyptians developed a system of writing called hieroglyphics and the Sumerians developed cuneiform. 





Four Early River Valley Civilizations (~3000 BC)

	 Civilization
	Geographical Factors
	Accomplishments
	Miscellaneous

	Nile River Valley
(present-day Egypt)
	[image: image7.png]



The Nile River provided predictable floods and a stable food source 
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The River flows northward and empties into the Mediterranean but the winds blow south 
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This enabled river travelers to move north or south along the river, which promoted trade and unity in Ancient Egypt 
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Deserts and seas surround the valley and offered some protection from invasion
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Hieroglyphics 
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Wrote on sheets of dried papyrus plant 
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Used geometry to survey fields and build canals as well as pyramids as tombs for the pharaoh 
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Knew astronomy and produced a calendar of 365 days 
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Rigid class structure with the pharaoh at the top followed by priests, artisans, farmers. and slaves 
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Polytheistic religion - believed in life after death 


	Tigris-Euphrates River Valley
(present-day Iraq)
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The floods provided fertile soil and a stable food supply 
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The floods of the Tigris-Euphrates rivers were unpredictable and as a result the Sumerians believed that their gods were angry gods 
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The valley was surrounded by deserts & hills but they were relatively easy to cross and so the peoples of this region were constantly conquered and re-conquered 
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 Developed a system of writing called Cuneiform, which were wedge-shaped characters pressed into a clay tablet 
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Built ziggurats and arches with sun-dried clay bricks 
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Developed the wheel and algebra 
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Hammurabi's Code was constructed by the Babylonians and was an early form of written laws (an eye for an eye)
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Practiced polytheism 
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Had no conception of a heaven or salvation for the deceased 


	Yellow River Valley
(present-day China)
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Flooding of the Yellow River provided fertile, yellow soil and a stable food supply 
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The Chinese were surrounded by mountains and the Gobi desert and as a result were very isolated from other civilizations and cultures 
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As a result of this isolation the Chinese developed an ethnocentric mode of thinking
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Developed a 360-day calendar based on the moon (priests added days when needed) 
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Predicted eclipses and kept a written history 
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Early written language consisted of pictograms 
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Dynastic cycle and Mandate of Heaven 


	Indus River Valley
(present-day India)
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The Indus River and monsoons provided a food supply 
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Monsoons were unpredictable and led to famine or floods and destruction 
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Valley is bordered by the Himalayas and the Hindu Kush to the north, however the Khyber pass allowed for entry into the region and invasion 
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Developed a written language of pictograms 
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Constructed a water system, public baths, hospitals 
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Practiced animism before Hinduism and Buddhism take hold 
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The Aryans conquer the valley 
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They bring the Vedic religion and the beginnings of the caste system





 
	Geography
The hills and mountains of the Greek peninsula are relatively rugged and thus made it difficult for the early peoples of Greece to travel overland.  This geographical factor resulted in three important impacts on the lives of the Ancient Greeks:
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There was no common Greek empire, which united all Greek-speaking peoples.  Instead separate city-states arose along the Peninsula.
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Also due to the rugged terrain there was relatively little cultural diffusion between the city-states of Greece.  Each of these city-states had its own distinct form of government and culture.  Athens and Sparta are two excellent examples of completely different cultures that developed along the Peninsula.
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In addition, the rugged terrain forced the Greeks to turn out to the sea for trade and food production, since the Greek land could mostly support the growing of olives and grazing of sheep.  The Greeks were great sailors and fishermen.  They traded with many other of the great civilizations in existence at this time, like Ancient Egypt, Scythia (part of the former USSR), Mesopotamia, and Phoenicia.



 

Two City-States: Sparta & Athens
	 
	Sparta
	Athens

	Government
	[image: image44.png]



Sparta's government was basically an oligarchy, which is a government controlled by a small group of people.  In this case power was in the hands of a few aristocrats.  Often times at meetings the group that was able to shout the loudest would be the ones who won a vote or had their policy accepted.
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The Spartan government was mostly concerned with ensuring that the city-state had a powerful military machine to protect itself from outside invasion and to conquer others.
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The government also forbade its citizen to travel abroad and did not often accept visitors.  They feared that outside contact would weaken the discipline of the population.
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Eventually the Athenian government developed into a direct democracy.  In a direct democracy all citizens vote on major issues instead of electing representatives to do it for them.
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As a result, this governmental system required frequent meetings of the Athenians to vote on important issues.  These meetings often entailed debates among the citizens over policy decisions, such as going to war against another city-state.
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Athens' direct democracy served as an important step toward individual freedom and the involvement of individuals in the decision-making process of the government.  However, only  males over the age of 18 could vote.


	Values
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Above all, the Spartans valued strength and virility.  Babies that did not appear strong were often discarded.
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Since strength was valued over intellect and academic achievement the Spartans made few cultural contributions to Western Civilization.
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Cultural advancement, balance, order, education, and debate were all very important as was citizen-participation in the government.
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However, even though Athens was a democracy there were slaves and women could not vote, hold office, or inherit property.


	Conflict
	 


 

	 Geography
The physical makeup of the Italian peninsula is much different from that of the Greek peninsula. As a result, geography influenced the lives of the Ancient Romans in a much different way than it did the Ancient Greeks. Two important geographical factors of the Italian peninsula stand out:
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Like the Greek peninsula the Italian peninsula has hills and mountains running through it but these hills and mountains were not nearly as rugged and difficult to pass as those of Greece. 
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In addition the rivers that run through the Italian peninsula are relatively shallow and thus easy to cross. 
Due to these two factors the early settlers of the Peninsula turned inward, over land, for trade instead of to the sea like the Greeks. As a result most of the peoples of the Peninsula mixed together and there were no separate Italian city-states but a unified Roman Empire. Thus eventually all the peoples shared a common culture and government.

In addition to the geography promoting a common culture and unity, the position of the Italian Peninsula jutting out into the middle of the Mediterranean sea made Rome vulnerable to attack but it also eventually allowed Rome to control all of the land that the Mediterranean touched and thus build a huge empire. At its height, the empire stretched from Great Britain in the north and Spain in the west, to North Africa in the south, and to present-day Iraq in the west.


 

  

	 Government: The Roman Republic
Like the Greeks the Romans had a system of government where all citizens could participate in the government. However in Rome the citizens' participation was indirect and thus their government is called an indirect democracy or a republic.  Sometime around 450 BC, the Twelve Tables were engraved, listed all of the laws of the Roman republic.  This greatly helped the lower classes (plebians) to receive fairer treatment under the law.  The Roman republic has served as a model for many current-day governments, like our own.  Below is a chart that explains how a republic works and what role the citizens play. 
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	Origins
When the Roman Empire was declining, the emperor decided to divide the empire in half because he thought that it would make it easier to govern.  Later on, while civil war ravaged the western half of the Empire, the eastern half of the empire was pretty stable and so Emperor Constantine decided to create a new capital at the former Greek city of Byzantium, which he renamed Constantinople (present-day Istanbul).  When the western half of the Roman Empire fell in 476, the Eastern half survived and thrived.  This Eastern half of the Roman Empire later became known as the Byzantine Empire.


 

	Geography
The Byzantine Empire, and its capital of Constantinople, held a strategic geographical significance.  Constantinople is located right between the Black Sea and the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.  As a result most trade between Asia, Europe and North Africa had to pass through the Byzantine Empire.  Due to this strategic location, the Byzantine became a very wealthy empire for a time.                 




 

	Christianity
Since the Byzantine Empire had once been part of the Roman Empire its peoples were also Christians.  However in 1054, there was a dispute over the worship of icons.  The Christian authorities in the Byzantine disagreed with Rome and did not believe that it was proper to worship icons.  As a result the first split in Christianity occurred, with the West continuing to practice Catholicism and the Byzantines practicing Eastern Orthodox.  Later divisions of Christianity would come about with the Protestant Reformation in Europe in the 1500s.


 

	Significance
The Byzantine Empire served two very important historical functions:

1. Preservation of Roman and Greek Culture - When the Roman Empire in the West collapsed in 476, many libraries and places of learning were destroyed in the chaos and much of the knowledge that had been gained under the Greek and Roman civilizations was lost.  However the eastern half of the Roman Empire, the Byzantine, survived.  As a result the Byzantine served to preserve much of the Greek and Roman advancements for Western Europe.  Most significant was the preservation of Roman law by Emperor Justinian, the Byzantine's greatest emperor.  Justinian codified and deciphered the Roman law codes and also expanded upon the existing codes.  As a result, these law codes were preserved and have become the basis for the legal systems of many Western countries, like the US.

2. Cultural Diffusion - Not only did the Byzantine help preserve Roman and Greek culture and Christianity but the Empire also spread these ideas to other parts of the world.  During the Crusades of the 11th and 12th centuries, Western Europeans making their way to the holy land had to first pass through the Byzantine Empire.  As a result they brought many of those ancient Greek and Roman accomplishments back to Western Europe. 

Two missionaries from the Byzantine Empire, named Cyril and Methodius, traveled into Central and Eastern Europe to spread the ideas of Christianity to the Slavic people.  However, Cyril and Methodius could not teach the Slavs to read the Bible since they had no written language.  As a result the two missionaries created an alphabet that eventually formed the basis for the Cyrillic alphabet, which many peoples in Central and Eastern Europe still use.  

The Byzantine Empire finally collapsed in 1453 due to invasions by the Ottomans, but fortunately by that time it had served its important function as a bridge to the past and to the achievements of the Muslims.


 
	 Charlemagne
After the Roman Empire fell in 476, Western Europe was in shambles with many different tribes of peoples trying to dominate it.  None of these tribes were successfully able to re-conquer much of the former Western Roman Empire until Charlemagne came along in the late 700s.  Charlemagne was the king of the Franks and was able to defeat many of the competing tribes in Western Europe and thus unify much of the region, partly through the spread of Christianity.  However when Charlemagne died in 814, Western Europe was again left in chaos with no strong leaders or tribes able to provide the peace and stability necessary for civilization to advance.  As a result there was no central government, no stable form of protection for people's life or property and so the people of Western Europe decided to turn to feudalism for that protection.


 

	 Feudalism
Feudalism is a political, economic and social system based on the ownership of land.  Peasants often chose to give up much of their freedom and become a serf, instead of facing the chaos of Western Europe with little-to-no protection.  The serfs, even though they received protection from a lord, experienced gross violation of their human rights.  They essentially were semi-slaves who could be sold to another lord along with the land.  In addition, a serf's future children were often promised to serve the lord of the manor as well.  Serfs had no access to education, no choice in their occupation and the conditions under which they lived were very poor.

The feudal system was not unique to Western Europe.  During this same time period the system also existed in Japan.  The social structure of feudalism was very rigid and looked much like this:
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	 Magna Carta
Under the feudal system, relationships between people were very important.  For instance nobles who were vassals of the king owed the king certain obligations like money and an army.  The vassals gave these things to the king in exchange for a grant of land, a fief.  Disputes eventually arose concerning exactly how much money vassals had to pay yearly to the king and exactly what obligations they owed him.  Near the beginning of the 13th century vassals to the king of England, King John, became resentful of the high amount of taxes that he was taking from them.  As a result the nobles forced King John to sign a document promising, among other things, that he would would not take property from the nobles without just compensation.  This document that John signed is known as the Magna Carta, or "Great Charter".  In addition, the document stated that nobles would be given due process, would be free from unreasonable punishment and would be guaranteed a trial by a jury of their peers.  This document essentially stated that the king was not above the law.  It started England on its way towards establishing a limited, constitutional monarchy, where the king's powers were limited by a written document.  These rights that the nobles secured from the king were later also granted to all free peoples.


 

	 The Catholic Church
With the collapse of any form of central government in Western Europe, the Catholic Church (along with the feudal system) took on many of the responsibilities the government.  For instance the Church provided care for orphans and widows and also collected taxes.  The pope was at the head of the church hierarchy and had considerable power.  He often came into conflict with the kings of Europe over such issues like lay investiture.  Monks were usually the most highly educated people in a town, for they spent much time learning and copying and preserving ancient Roman and Greek texts. 

The Church laid the moral guidelines for people living on the feudal manors.  For the most part, the Church's teachings stressed that the only purpose of life on earth was to prepare for the most important life - the afterlife.  This mode of thinking would soon be challenged by the Humanists at the beginning of the Renaissance.


 
	 Beginnings
The term "Renaissance" literally means rebirth.  The Renaissance took place in Europe between 1350 and 1700.  This was a time period in which Western Europeans "rediscovered" much of the art, architecture, philosophy, legal principles, and other advancements of the Ancient Greeks and Romans.  The Crusades, which ended just before the Renaissance started, actually helped to ignite the Renaissance.  Many of the Crusaders, who made their way to the holy land to regain Jerusalem from the Muslims, passed through the Byzantine empire and came into contact with this Greek and Roman knowledge that had been preserved there.  Also, the Crusaders came into contact with Muslim culture, which was much more advanced than anything that the Europeans were doing.  As a result, the Crusaders brought this "new-found" knowledge back to Europe upon their return from their journeys and this helped to ignite the "rebirth" of Western Europe.


 

	 Humanism
The Renaissance was not only a time of great art and architectural achievement, by people like Da Vinci and Michelangelo, but it was also a time for questioning the established way of thinking.  The established way of thinking at the time was greatly influenced by the Catholic Church and as a result the questioning attitude of people like the humanists came into conflict with accepted Church teachings.  Humanism entails two important characteristics, both of which greatly influenced reform of the Church and scientific advancement:

1. A questioning attitude 

2. The idea that heaven was important but that time on earth should be enjoyed and used to accomplish great things - value of the human existence for its own sake 

These two ways of thinking greatly influenced scientific advancement, new forms of art, and religious controversy.


 

	 Protestant Reformation & Martin Luther
Because the humanists went about questioning everything under creation, conflict with the Catholic Church soon followed and resulted in another split in the Christian faith.  Martin Luther played a very significant role in bringing about the Protestant Reformation.  Luther wrote down all of his criticisms of the Church and nailed them to the door of the church at Wittenberg, in the Holy Roman Empire.  Luther had 95 criticisms of the Church and called his document the "95 Theses".  The ideas contained in Luther's 95 Theses quickly spread due to the use of the printing press and thus became a "mass media" event.  The chart below explains Luther's ideas and their impact:

 

	What did Luther believe was wrong with the Church?
	What were Luther's Ideas?
	What were the Effects of the Protestant Reformation?
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The Church's practice of selling indulgences, or the forgiveness of sin, was wrong and were not the way to attain salvation
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The practice of simony was wrong (the selling of Church offices)
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The way to obtain God's grace/salvation was simply through faith and the reading of the Bible, not through good deeds
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Church practices should be simplified - fancy ceremonies & robes were unnecessary
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More division of the Christian religion into many different Protestant sects, like Lutheranism, Calvinism, Puritanism, Anglican, which all broke away from Roman Catholicism and the power of the pope

[image: image64.png]



Henry VIII of England forms his own protestant church, the Anglican Church
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The Counter-Reformation and the Inquisition begin to seek out heretics



 
